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N.Y. Times reporter Walter Duranty received the Pulitzer Prize for his coverage of life in the USSR. His 

dispatches were cleared by Soviet officials and were thus sanitized of the purges and artificial famines 

that would kill millions. 

“The best evidence against Duranty and the Times is the Kliefoth

memorandum from 1931, which proves unequivocally that the Times and 

Soviet authorities had agreed to publish his official dispatches, little more 

than pure propaganda…For the board to suggest that revoking the prize at 

this date would be indulging in a Stalin-like airbrushing of history is tortured 

logic, a spurious and disingenuous argument without merit. By associating 

Duranty with the prize, the board abrogates its responsibility as caretakers 

of the mission it was assigned by Pulitzer. By refusing to acknowledge the 

evidence supplied by those interested in responsible journalism, the board 

perpetuates Duranty’s malfeasance.” 

- Ray Gamache, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Mass Communications,

King's College
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Infiltration of the media by the KGB 
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KGB: The Inside Story of Its Foreign Operations from Lenin to Gorbachev 

by Christopher Andrew  and Oleg Gordievsky



Excerpts. Letter from Reed Irvine: Revoke Duranty’s Prize

July 2, 1999

Mr. Seymour Topping

Administrator 

The Pulitzer Prizes 

Columbia University

Dear Mr. Topping:

Duranty was awarded the prize for his coverage of the Soviet Union in 1932, the year when the great famine of 1932-33 began in the Ukraine. His biographer, S.J. 

Taylor, calls it "the greatest man-made disaster ever recorded, exceeding in scale even the Jewish Holocaust of the next decade." Eugene Lyons said that Duranty

privately put the number of dead from the famine as high as 10 million even though he was reporting that there was not and could not be a food shortage in the Soviet 

Union and that there was no starvation.

The famine was planned by Stalin to destroy the opposition to his collectivization program in the Ukraine. The famine itself was one of Stalin's economic plans and 

Duranty's failure to report it truthfully refutes every word in that citation.

Would the judges who awarded the prize to Duranty in 1933 have done so had they known that the Soviet government was providing him with both a mistress and a 

car and giving him special privileges that were designed to influence his reporting. And they did. Duranty is reported to have told a U.S. embassy official in Berlin in 

1931 that his dispatches always reflected the Soviet position.

Correcting errors is supposed to be a hallmark of good journalism. Awarding the Pulitzer Prize to Walter Duranty was obviously a monumental error, and it cries out for 

correction. Of course, it is not the only one that has ever been made. I don't recall the board refusing to accept the Washington Post's return of the prize awarded to 

Janet Cooke in 1981. Admitting that her selection was a serious mistake was the honorable thing to do. It is hard to conceive of the board allowing that award to stand 

had Ms. Cooke refused to give it up.

If [revocation] is not done, the prize will lose respect. It will signal that the standards for integrity and honesty demanded of journalists are lower than those demanded 

of pop singers by the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences.

In 1992, the Academy revoked a 1989 Grammy awarded to a group called Milli Vanilli, when it was discovered that the "singers" did not actually sing their songs. They 

lip-synched the voices of others. Officials of the Academy made it clear that if there was reason to question any nomination they would investigate aggressively and 

take appropriate action. You should do the same.

Sincerely yours,

Reed Irvine

Chairman

Accuracy in Media



Introducing: All the Dupes Fit to Print: An Undergraduate Lesson 

Plan to Introduce Students to Journalistic Malpractice Through 

Reporting on the Ukrainian Holodomor of 1932 – 1933. From 

America’s Survival, Inc. 

This lesson plan suggests resources for teaching about journalism 

and ethics through a case study of the historical effects of media 

suppression of news of the Ukrainian Holodomor – suppression 

primarily committed by New York Times’ writer Walter Duranty, who 

nonetheless won a Pulitzer Prize for his Soviet journalism.  The main 

text is Paul Kengor’s book, All the Dupes Fit to Print: Journalists Who 

Have Served as Tools of Communist Propaganda (2013, America’s 

Survival, Inc., “Dupes” in syllabus).  The syllabus introduces students 

to the Holodomor, a forgotten historical event, and traces the 

continuing controversy over Duranty’s reporting through the later 

decades of the twentieth century as the Times and Pulitzer officials 

debated rescinding Duranty’s Pulitzer designation.  This lesson plan 

offers journalism students a chance to analyze a case of journalistic 

malpractice that affected the historical remembrance of a significant 

world event.







Whittaker Chambers at Columbia





Oleg Kalugin at Columbia







“My job as someone in the media is to 

humanize my people, my heritage…”



The Pulitzers were established and 

endowed by Columbia University Graduate 

School of Journalism founder Joseph 

Pulitzer (1847–1911), a famous newspaper 

publisher. “Our Republic and its press will 

rise or fall together,” Pulitzer wrote, on a 

plaque inside the Columbia Graduate 

School of Journalism building. “An able, 

disinterested, public-spirited press, with 

trained intelligence to know the right and 

courage to do it, can preserve that public 

virtue without which popular government is 

a sham and a mockery. A cynical, 

mercenary, demagogic press will produce 

in time a people as base as itself. The 

power to mould the future of the Republic 

will be in the hands of the journalists of 

future generations.”



Snowden’s key German contact, a member of the German Green Party, Hans Christian Ströbele (above), is a member of 

the German Parliament who represented the communist terrorist group, the Baader-Meinhof Gang -- also known as the 

Red Army Faction (RAF). In Moscow, Ströbele handed Snowden the “Honorary Diploma of the Whistleblower Award 

2013,” in honor of his theft and release of classified documents on NSA surveillance programs. The RAF kidnapped and 

murdered German corporation executives, bankers, and police; bombed U.S. military bases; and attacked U.S. military 

personnel in Europe in the 1970s and 80s. One of their victims was U.S. Army Specialist Edward Pimental, who was 

abducted and executed with a bullet to the back of his head. One of his terrorist killers was released in 2007. “The 

prisoners should have the chance for a new life,” Stroebele said, referring to the terrorists being released from prison. 

His biography refers to the RAF terrorist killers as “political prisoners.” The book, Tolerating Terrorism in the West: An 

International Survey, notes that Ströbele had been sentenced to 10 months imprisonment in 1982 for setting up a 

communications network between the prisoners of the RAF and activists outside the jails. He claims this was because of 

his “mission as a defender” of the RAF prisoners from 1970-1975. 

The famous KGB archivist, Col. Vasili Mitrokhin, revealed in the book, The Sword and the Shield, that the Soviet KGB, 

mostly through the East German intelligence service, was behind this campaign of violence and terrorism by the Baader

Meinhof Gang/RAF. The purpose was to undermine the U.S. and the NATO Alliance -- of which Germany is a member --

in Europe.

Lt. Gen Ion Mihai Pacepa, the highest-ranking Soviet bloc intelligence official ever to defect to the 

West, calls the Snowden affair “a well-prepared Russian intelligence operation” against the United 
States and says  Snowden “is an agent of the Russian foreign intelligence service.”


