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Introduction
By Cliff Kincaid*

Under the innocuous headline, “Writer offered a young Barack Obama advice on
life,” the Associated Press on August 2, 2008, referred to Frank Marshall Davis, a
member of the Communist Party USA {(CPUSA) when it faithfully echoed the Stalinist
line, as merely a “left-leaning black journalist and poet” known for “leftist politics” and
someone who might be accused of having “allegedly anti-American views.”

The story was published because of the growing controversy over “Frank,” which
is how Davis was identified in Obama’s 1995 book, Dreams From My Father. Gbama
went to “Frank,” when Obama lived in Hawaii, for advice.

This report explores what the AP and many in the media want o avoid. Davis
(1905-1987) was so much of a hard-core communist that in his book, Livin’ the Blues,
he charged black writer Richard Wright with “treason” for leaving and exposing the
CPUSA.

The FBI file on Davis, consisting of 601 pages and covering the years 1944-
1963, means that Davis was under investigation or surveillance for at least 19
years. One document refers to Davis having CPUSA affiliations dating back to
1931. He was included in the FBI’s security index, meaning that he could be
arrested or detained in the event of a national emergency. The FBiI material also
documents his anti-white and pro-Soviet views, infiltration of the Hawaii
Democratic Party, and other activities.

Despite the fact that the FBI file on Davis ends in 1963, we know that, as late as
the early 1970s, Davis was still associating with a CPUSA front called the American
Committee for Foreign Born. A 1973 mailing from the American Committee for Foreign
Born listed Davis as a sponsor, in addition to Harriet Bouslog, the CPUSA member and
Hawaii lawyer who was his counsel during Davis’s appearance in 1956 before the
Senate Internal Security Subcommittee. In that appearance, Davis refused to deny he
was a CPUSA member. There is no evidence that he ever stopped being a communist.

The communists had targeted Hawaii largely because of its strategic
location and importance to the U.S. defense effort.

In this regard, one of the more disturbing FBI documents refers to information
that Davis “was observed photographing large sections of the [Hawaii] coastline with a
camera containing a telescopic lens.” The FBI information states:

“Informant stated that DAVIS spent much of his time in this activity.
He said this was the third different occasion DAVIS had been
observed photographing shorelines and beachfronts. Informant
advised that it did not appear he was photographing any particular
objects.”

This information suggests the possibility of espionage or some other form of
illegal activity.

*CIiff Kincaid is President of America’s Survival, Inc., a public policy group that studies the impact of
internationai organizations and movements on the U.S.



As dishonest as the AP story, Jon Meacham wrote in Newsweek that Davis was
“a strong voice for racial justice” and a political activist whose “writings on civilrights
and labor issues” had “prompted a McCarthyite denunciation by the House Un-
American Activities Committee.” Meacham was suggesting that Davis was the target of
false allegations that he was a communist.

In Time magazine, David Von Drehle was a bit more honest. “Like his friend Paul
Robeson and others, Davis perceived the Soviet Union as a 'staunch foe of racism’ (as
he iater put it in his memoirs), and at one point he joined the Communist Party,” he
wrote. Nevertheless, Von Drehle falsely suggested that “by the time they [Obama and
Davis] met, Davis had been out of politics for decades, and ‘mentor may exaggerate his
role in the young man's life. Still, it's clear that Obama did seek advice from the oid man
and that what he got was undiluted.”

These stories followed the release by America’s Survival, Inc. (AS]) on May 22,
2008, of two reports that featured extensive documentation about communist networks
in Hawaii and Chicago that included Davis and many cothers. This material was
specifically provided to the AP reporter, Sudhin Thanawala, but it was deliberately
ignored. A Washington Post reporter, Dana Milbank, attended the ASI news briefing
where the reports were released. But his story about the event, which made fun of the
information and the participants, never mentioned the name of “Frank Marshall Davis.”

The Washington Post on August 24 ran its own 10,000-word stunningly
dishonest story about Obama growing up in Hawaii that completely ignored Davis’s
critical role. The author, David Maraniss, later explained that, in his view, Davis “did not
play a role in really shaping Obama.” His view contradicted Obama’s own book, which
cites several cases of “Frank” giving him advice.

The Davis connection took on more significance when the August 24, 2008,
London Daily Telegraph reported allegations by reporter Toby Harnden that Davis was
not only a communist but a sex pervert and pornographer, and that he smoked dope
with Obama'’s grandfather, Staniey Dunham, who had introduced Davis to Obama when
the child was only nine years of age. Dunham and Davis had been drinking buddies,
and Obama admits in his book that he, too, shared alcohol with “Frank.”

The Real Frank Marshall Davis

Davis was not a “journalist’ in any real sense of the term. He was a propagandist,
racial agitator and recruiter for the CPUSA. The evidence demonstrates that Davis was
a secret CPUSA member with a history of involvement in CPUSA fronts who was so
much of a Stalinist that he opposed U.S. participation in World War |l during the Hitler-
Stalin Pact, but then supported U.S. involvement after Nazi Germany invaded Soviet
Russia.

AP did note that Davis was “an important influence” on Obama but it didn’t
mention Davis’s communist views and how he took the Stalinist line before, during, and
after World War 1. AP even used the term “mentor,” noting that Obama “struggled to
find mentors in his search for a black identity.” But the failure to mention that Davis was
a Communist means that AP deliberately ignored the newsworthy significance of the
relationship. Davis “published several volumes of poetry,” AP said, failing to note that
they include poems praising the Soviet Red Army and mocking Christian missionaries.



The Senate Subcommittee on Internal Security issued a report in 1956 declaring,
“Founded in September 1919, the Communist Party of the United States of America is
an organization unigue in American history. It is not a true political party and differs
fundamentally from all political parties in this country. It is in fact a Russian-inspired,
Moscow-dominated, anti-American, quasi-military conspiracy against our Government,
our ideals, and our freedoms.”

In 1982 testimony, FBI assistant director for intelligence Edward J. O’Maliley
testified that the CPUSA has been “one of the most loyal and pro-Soviet Communist
Parties in the world and has unfalteringly accepted Soviet direction and funding over the
years.” The CPUSA, which was controlled by the Soviet Communist Party, was
receiving funding from the Soviet Communist Party through KGB channels as late as
the 1980s.

The recent book, Comrade J, based on interviews with a Russian spymaster at
the United Nations, documents that Soviet intelligence operations against the U.S.
continued even as the Soviet Union collapsed and Russia emerged in its place.

The ILWU Connection

The deceptive Associated Press story relied on “friends” of Davis, including Ah
Quon McElirath, who was actually an organizer for the communist-controiled
International Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU). This connection is important.
The ILWU was led by Davis’s friend and associate, secret CPUSA member Harry
Bridges. Davis wrote for a newspaper, the Honolufu Record, which was controlled by
the Communist Party of Hawaii and subsidized by the ILWU. The FBI file includes many
references to the activities of the ILWU and Davis’s association with the communist-
dominated union.

Herbert Romerstein, a veteran investigator and author of books on
communism, has examined the FBI file on Davis. His report, with exhibits,
follows. The entire file and related materials are posted at www.usasurvival.org.

The Davis-Bridges relationship is very important. Romerstein had visited the
archives of the Communist International, known as the Comintern, and discovered a
report on Bridges, establishing him to be a member of the central committee of the
CPUSA with a great future in the party. Moscow had to approve Bridges™ high-level
status in the party. Romerstein explains, “Bridges, of course, always denied party
membership and attempts were made to deport him because he was a communist. He
was born in Australia, but he was able to fight back because he had very, very sharp
shyster lawyers and a lot of friends in the U.S. Government that helped him and they
prevented his deportation. But he had been a major force promoting communism.”

The American Committee for Foreign Born existed to prevent the deportation
from the U.S. of foreign communists such as Bridges. Davis had met Bridges at the
Abraham Lincoln School in Chicago, a CPUSA front.

Davis went to Hawaii in 1948 after consulting with Bridges and Paul Robeson,
another secret CPUSA member. A separate FBI file on Robeson examines a trip that he
made to Hawaii and his extensive contacts with the ILWU.

“Frank” was initially established to be Frank Marshall Davis by Gerald Horne, a
writer for a CPUSA publication, who boasted about the relationship that Davis had with



Obama. Horne’s remarks were brought o our attention by New Zealand blogger Trevor
Loudon. Former associates of Davis in Hawaii confirmed his identification.

Based on these sources, we confirmed that Obama’s white grandfather, Stanley
Dunham, picked Davis because Obama’s black father had abandoned the family and
Dunham thought Obama needed a black father-figure. We confirmed information that
Davis was Obama’s mentor during the critical years 1975-1979.

However, Toby Harnden of the London Daily Telegraph has now reported
evidence that Obama was infroduced to Davis in 1970 when he was only nine years old.
This would mean that Davis was an influence over Obama for about nine full years, until
Obama was 18 and went off to college. Harnden guoted Dawna Weatherly-Williams, a
friend of Davis’s, as saying that Stanley Dunham brought Obama to meet Davis in the
autumn of 1970. She “was chatting with him [Davis] that late autumn afternoon as
Dunham and Barry [Obama] approached,” Harnden reports.

Some accounts say that Obama returned to Hawaii in 1971. But Harnden says
that the Punahou School, the coeducational college preparatory day school in Honolulu
that Obama attended from 1971 to 1979, was adamant that Obama took his entrance
examine in autumn 1970. “it's possible he briefly went back to Indonesia before actually
starting at the school,” he said. But whether it was 1970 or 1971, this adds several
years to the amount of time that Davis was exercising influence over Obama.

Harnden also reported that Davis and Dunham smoked marijuana together.
Dawna Weatherly-Williams said that “Frank never really did drugs, though he and Stan
would smoke pot together,” the paper said. Obama, of course, also admits that he used
marijuana and cocaine in his youth.

Harnden reported that Davis’s sexual proclivities were documented in a 1968
pornographic novel, which was titled, Sex Rebel: Black (Memoirs of a Gourmet Gash).
Davis wrote the bock, which is now generally unavailable, under a pseudonym, Bob
Greene. Harnden flatly asserts that “The book, which closely tracks Mr. Davis’s life in
Chicago and Hawaii and the fact that his first wife was black and his second white,
describes in lurid detail a series of shockingly sordid sexual encounters, often involving
group sex. One chapter concerns the seduction by Mr. Davis and his first wife of a 13-
year-old giri called Anne. Mr. Davis wrote that it was the girl who had suggested he had
sex with her.”

Harnden added, “He then described how he and his wife would have sex with the
girl’” many times over the course of several weeks. “On other occasions,” he added, “Mr.
Davis would cruise in Hawaii parks jooking for couples or female tourists o have sex
with. He derived sexual gratification from bondage, simulated rape and being flogged
and urinated on.”

This explosive information, if the character in the book is actuaily based on
Davis’'s own experiences, would further demonstrate why Davis would be identified as
Just “Frank.”

There is no question that Davis wrote the book under the pseudonym of “Bob
Greene.” Davis’s editor, John Edgar Tidwell, has confirmed this is the case. But Tidwell
has guestioned how much of Sex Rebel is based on Davis's own life experiences and
describes it as “semi-autobiographical.”

Harnden acknowiedged that Davis “left himself some wiggle room, not least |
suppose because of the possibility of prosecution” for statutory rape of a 13-year-old.



But in the introduction to Livin’ the Blues, a book by Davis that Tidwell edited,
Tidwell reveals that Davis left behind after his death an uncompleted manuscript, “The
Incredible Waikiki Jungle,” which describes how Davis “specialized in sex” during the
period 1969-1976. No details are provided by Tidwell. He also says that Davis wrote
another unpublished manuscript calied “Mixed Sex Salad.”

Whether the book Sex Rebel is entirely based on Davis or not, the controversy
certainly demonstrates that Davis had a perverted sexual interest and should not have
been trusted as a mentor for any young person.

Gerald Horne, the writer for the CPUSA journal, Polfitical Affairs, who first
disclosed Davis’s relationship with Obama and his family, has told the Marxist
publication that he is now writing “a history of the radical, Communist and working-class
movement in Hawaii.” He explains, “It is not well known, I'm afraid, that before
statehood in 1959 probably the most vigorous, communist and radical trade union
movement under the U.S. flag was in Hawaii.”

Frank Marshall Davis was a member of that powerful movement.

‘At some point in the future,” Horne had said, in talking about Davis’s influence
over Obama, “a teacher will add to her syllabus Barack's memoir and instruct her
students to read it alongside Frank Marshall Davis’ equally affecting memoir, ‘Living the
Blues’...”

Horne’s talk was titled, “Rethinking the History and Future of the Communist
Party.”



By Herbert Romerstein®

Readers of Barack Obama’s book Dreams from My Father were puzzled about
the identity of the man Obama called “Frank.” Obama said a lot about “Frank” without
giving his full name but indicated that when he needed advice, he would go to the black
poet that his white grandfather had introduced him to. Then, Gerald Horne, a writer for a
Communist Party USA publication, revealed that “Frank” was Frank Marshall Davis.

Cur first research report on Davis was entitled, Communism in Hawaii and fhe
Obama Connection. Cliff Kincaid and | were able to document from the public record
that Davis was an active member of the Communist Party and a participant in
communist front activities.

Now we have obtained the Federal Bureau of investigation file on Frank Marshall
Davis. It documents not only his Party membership but his anti-white attitudes. This is
consistent with Davis telling Obama that black people “have a reason to hate [white
people]” (Dreams from My Father, p. 91). He also advised the college-bound Obama to
“keep your eyes open” and “Stay awake” otherwise he would be “trained” against his
own interests. (p. 97) Obama explained how he carried out Davis’s advice. “To avoid
being mistaken for a sellout, | chose my friends carefully. The more politically active
black students. The foreign students. The Chicanos. The Marxist professors and
structural feminists and punk-rock performance poets.” (p. 100).

The FBI first learned of Davis's Communist Party membership when he was
identified in 1944 as a member of the Dorie Miller Club of the Communist Party in
Chicago. As he was elected to the Communist Party convention that year and had to be
a member for at least one year prior to that to be elected, he had been a member at
least since 1943. The May 1944 convention changed the name of the Communist Party
to Communist Political Association. Earl Browder, the Party leader, would later be
accused of “dissolving” the Communist Party by changing its name. In June 1945,
another convention was held, Browder was removed from leadership and the
Communist Party USA name was restored. In early 1945, Davis was reported by the
FBI to be a member of the Carver Second Ward West of the Communist Political
Association, and by 1946 a member of the Carver Club of the Communist Party.

The FBI was advised by an undercover informant in the Communist Party that
Davis’'s Communist Party card number was 47544. Davis’s wife, Helen Canfield Davis,
was a member of the Paul Robeson Club of the Communist Party of Chicago and her
1947 Communist Party card number was 62109,

Another FBI informant in Chicago reported that Frank Marshall Davis had
regularly attended meetings of the Cultural Club of the Communist Party between
September 1946 and February 1948. As the FBI only began fo send informants into the
Communist Party in the late 1930s, it was only by the early 1940s that they were able to
identify most Communist Party members and their branch affiliations.

* Herbert Romerstein retired from the United States government after 25 years of service, including
Investigator for the House Committee on Un-American Activities, Minority Chief Investigator for the House
Committee on [nternal Security, Professional Staff Member for the House Permanent Select Committee

on Inteliigence, and head of the Office to Counter Soviet Disinformation for the United States Information
Agency.



In June of 1950, a person Frank Marshall Davis was irying to recruit into the
Communist Party revealed that his interest in the Party went back to 1931 with the
Scottsboro and Herndon cases. The "Scottsboro Boys” was a designation given to a
group of young Black men arrested in Scottsboro, Alabama in a railroad boxcar. There
were two white girls with them who claimed that they had just been raped. The
“Scottsboro Boys” were defended both by the Communist Party’s front, the International
Labor Defense (ILD), and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People. For at least five years, there was bitter rivairy between the communist {.D and
the non-communist NAACP. Although the NAACP paid out much of the money for the
legal defense, the ILD raised a considerable amount of money supposedly for the
defense but it never got to the “Scottsboro Boys” attorneys. (see Exhibits 1, and 2 for
communist propaganda in the U.S. and England.)

Angelo Herndon was a black organizer for the Young Communist League.
Arrested in Georgia, he could have faced either the death penalty or many years in
prison. He was defended by the Intemational Labor Defense, which by 1937 had
obtained a Supreme Court decision freeing Herndon. (See Exhibits 3 and 4. In Exhibit 3,
you will find the kind of slogans that the communists were using in the Herndon case:
“Forward to a Soviet America and the complete liberation of the Negro people! Join the
Young Communist League!”)

Frank Marshall Davis’s Mentor

While in Chicago, Davis’s close friend and mentor was an old international
communist apparatchik, William L. Patterson. We found Patierson’s biography in the
files of the Communist International in Moscow. Written in 1938, it identifies Patterson
as a candidate member of the Communist Party USA Central Committee, born in 1891.
He belonged to the Communist Party USA from 1926 to 1929 and transferred
membership to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union from 1929 to 1936. When he
was appointed to the Centrali Committee of the American Communist Party, he resumed
his membership in it. He was a delegate to the Sixth Congress of the Communist
International in 1928 and to the Tenth Plenum of the Executive of the Comintern in
1930. He also served as an official of the Red International of Labor Unions and as a
representative of the Communist International in France. (Comintern Archives Fond
495, Opis 74, Delo 467, pp. 29-30 (See Exhibit 5).

Patterson ran the Chicago Communist Party training school, the Abraham
Lincoin School. Its earlier name was the Worker's School of Chicago. The Communist
Party USA had a series of schools to both train Communist Party cadre and attract non-
communist young people. Patterson’s courses were in the first category, Davis’s in the
second.

In the early 1920s, Moscow established the International Lenin School to train
cadre and to set the tone for Communist Party training schools around the world. It
closed in 1937, but reopened after WWII under the name The International Leninist
School and also the Higher Party School. Its cover was the Institute of Social Sciences
of the USSR. In the 1983 invasion of Grenada we found a partial list of the courses
given at the school, which Grenadian students had attended. Among the courses was
“Social Psychology and Propaganda” (Grenada Documents, an Overview and



Selection, Introduction by Michael Ledeen and Herbert Romerstein, published by the
Department of State and the Department of Defense, Washington DC, 1984, document
28) In 1985, we were able to obtain some of the textbooks used in the Moscow training
school. They were published by Progress Publishers, Moscow, but not widely
distributed. In fact, the book “Social Psychology and Propaganda,” the text book for the
class of the same name was photo offset from a type script and hardbound. It was
published for the Institute of Social Sciences. Being for restricted use, it was quite frank.
(See Exhibit 8).

Davis Moves to Hawaii

In 1948, Davis and his wife went to Hawaii. According to Davis’s autobiography,
he was recommended by Paul Robeson and Harry Bridges of the International
Longshoremen and Warehousemen’s Union (ILWU). Bridges, according to Davis,
recommended that he contact Koji Ariyoshi, editor of the “Honolulu Record”. (“Livin’ the
Blues”, by Frank Marshall Davis, p. 311) Davis neglected to say that both Bridges and
Robeson were secret high-level members of the Communist Party. Ariyoshi was one of
the leaders of the Communist Party of Hawaii. His newspaper was subsidized by
Bridges’ ILWU. In 1949, ILWU was expelled from the CIO because of its communist
domination. The FBI files reveal that the first contact Davis made in Hawaii was not
Ariyoshi but Jack Hall, the ILWU regional director, also an official of the Communist
Party of Hawaii.

An FBI confidential informant reported that on July 18, 1948, the California State
Convention of the Communist Party heard a report from Dwight James Freeman, who
was being sent by the Party on the mainland to take over the Communist Party of
Hawaii. Freeman reported that the Communist Party in Hawaii planned to publish a new
weekly newspaper. The first issue of the Honolulu Record was published on August 8,
1948 with Koji Ariyoshi as Editor. Davis, soon after his arrival, became a columnist for
the paper.

In 1950, the Hawaiian Communist Party, like much of the Party on the mainiand,
went underground. The FBI report on this, dated November 10, 1953, was heavily
redacted. However, by this time we knew enough about the Communist Party of Hawaii
to fill in some of the blanks. The source of the information was Robert M. Kempa, who
had joined the Communist Party in San Francisco in 1946 and transferred to the
Communist Party of Hawaii in 1947. According to Kempa:

“In 1950 after the Communist Party had conducted a series of
control interviews Dwight James Freeman known to me as a Communist
Party Organizer, told me that the Party was being reorganized and was
going underground. Freeman explained to me that the Party was being
broken down into ‘Groups of 3's’ and that | was being made chairman of
Group #6 and in addition given the assignment of being contact man for
my own group and four other groups. Freeman advised me that Chairman
of Group #10 was Frank Marshail Davis and | was fo contact him at Davis’
office, then maintained in a building of the Drown Transfer Company in the
Damon Tract near the Airport.



“Late in the fall of 1950, | started contacting Frank Marshall Davis in
connection with Communist Party matters, and relaying to him information
received from my superior contact in the Communist Party, either James
Freeman or [Blanked out].

“During a portion of 1950, 1951 and part of 1952, | continued
contacting Frank Marshall Davis and also transmitted dues for the
Communist Party received from him to my contact above. During the
period of my contacts with Frank Marshall Davis, he advised me that his
wife, Helen was a member of Group #10. | was never advised of the
identity of a third of that group, or the fact that there was a third member in
the group. During a portion of 1951 [Blanked out] took over contacts with
the Davis group but | resumed contacting Davis in 1952 and continued
meeting him on Communist Party matters until | left the Party in June of
that year.”

Kempa left the Communist Party in 1952 and, as a result, the FBI had no
coverage underground, or if they had, they have not released the post-1952 material.
However, when interviewed by the FBI on September 5, 1963, Davis made an
interesting admission. While refusing {o say whether or not he was a member of the
Communist Party, Davis blurted out that the Communist Party in Hawaii had gone out of
existence in 1955 or maybe in early 1956. This was consistent with what was happening
on the mainland where many underground members of the Communist Party dropped
out. Khrushchev's secret speech denouncing Stalin in 18956 not only took the
Communist Party by surprise but resulted in their loss of about half the membership and
most of the intellectuals.

As a Communist Party member, Frank Davis did his duty to the Party by being
active in many Communist fronts. In 1953 the FBI obtained a copy of a report on Davis
prepared from the public files of the House Commiftee on Un-American Activities for
Senate William E. Jenner, Chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on Internal Security.
(see report at the end of this article).

To supplement the Committee report, see Exhibit 6 for Davis’ role in the League
of American Writers. In 1938, he supported the leftist government in Spain. One of the
things missed by the Committee was Davis’ sponsorship in November 1948 of the Rev.
Hewlett Johnson, the Dean of Canterbury, who spoke in Chicago. Called the “Red
Dean” Johnson echoed the Communist Party line. Another sponsor of his speech, Dean
John B. Thompson of the University of Chicago, provided a list of sponsors which
included Davis. (See Exhibit 7)

Davis also used his column in the Honolulu Record to defend various
communists in trouble. This included Gerhardt Eisler, who had been the Communist
International representative to the CP USA in the 1930s and had been indicted for
refusing to testify before the House Commitiee on UnAmerican Activities. While under
FBI surveillance, Eisler “slipped his tail” and boarded the Polish ship Batory, which took
him back to East Germany where he was appointed to head the communist
government's radio and television.

Davis also defended his friend, the secret Communist Party member, Paul
Robeson, who had made a treasonous statement in a speech in Paris. Davis claimed



that Robeson was “taken out of context”. However, Robeson on his return to the United
States again repeated his statement. (See Exhibit 9)

An FBI source, who was close to Davis in 1959, reported that he had been
having a problem with his comrades of the [LWU and the newspaper they supported,
because Davis was "“haocle (Caucasian) hater’. Although his anti-white attitude
antagonized his comrades, Davis continued to be a true believer and complained that
“he had been warned on the Mainland prior to his departure to reside in Hawaii that he
would get in a state of lethargy. Davis commented that he guessed that the people were
right inasmuch as he believed all the individuals in Hawaii who were formerly connected
with the progressive movement were in such a state.” Davis didn’t know it, but the same
was true on the Mainland.

Communist Party Goes Underground in Hawaii

At the time that the Communist Party of Hawaii went underground, it also carried
out a program of infiliration of the Democratic Party and presumably other non-
communist organizations. The FBI reported in 1950 that “Confidential Informant
[Blanked out] advised in April of 1950, that it appeared that members of the subversive
element in Honolulu were concentrating their efforts on infiltration of the Democratic
Party through control of Precinct Clubs and organizations. He said they were spending
considerable time urging support for their candidates in these Precinct Club elections. In
this regard, he noted on April 6, 1950, that subject had been elected Assistant Secretary
and Delegate to the Territorial Demaocratic Convention in his Precinct Club, which is the
Third Precinct of the Fifth District. The attendance of Davis at the Territorial Democratic
Convention was verified by Confidential Informant [Blanked oui]. This convention took
place on April 30 at Kalakana Intermediate School.”

The communists were a very tiny minority among Hawaii's Democratic Party
members. But, by doing the “grunt” work, contributing money, and doing other things
that the ordinary members wouldn’t do, they could expand their influence far beyond
their meager numbers. According to the FBI, “[Blanked out] advised that on May 10,
1950, subject issued a check drawn on the Bishop National Bank in the amount of
$60.00 to [Blanked out]. The purpose of the check, as noted on the face of it, was “Loan
to Democratic Precinct Ciub.”

The Communist Party has its lowest membership since it was formed eighty-nine
years ago. Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Communist Party has also lost its
substantial financial subsidy. Beginning in 1948, when they pulled their cadre out of the
Democratic Party to run Henry Wallace on the Progressive Party ticket, there has been
a steady decline. One of the results of the disaster to them of the Progressive Party was
their loss of a base in the trade union movement. They've been trying to regain that
base for many years.
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INFORMATION FROM THE FILES OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES
1. 8. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

DATE: _Qctober 20, 1353

R

Benate Subcomma.ttpe on Interzml qecurn_ty
SUBJECT: ..Frank Msrshall lavis . —

Tha peblic records, files and publicatlons of this Committee contain the
following information concerning Frank Marshall Davis. This report should not be
construed as representing the results of an investigation by or findings of this
Comnittes and it should be noted that the subject individual is not necessarily a
Communisgt, a Communlat gympathizer, or a fellow-traveler, unlass otharwige imdicated.

Jé; & printed program of a dinnsr celebrating the first aoniversary of
ths Amsrican Youth for Democracy, October 16, 134k, Frank Karshall Davis was listed
as ome of the sponsers. He sent greetings to the Second National Convention of
the American Youth for Democracy in New York City, June 13-1&, 19L6, as shown by the
nProceadings” {p. 35) in which be was identified as ExecutiVG Editor, Associated
Negro Preas. )

In 194k, the &peclal Committee on Un—American Activities cited the
hmerican Youbth for Democracy a3 the new neme under which the Youny Communist Leagus
operatss (Heport 1311, March 29, 194k, page 102), It was again cited by this
Commities in 1947 as a front formed in Getobsy 1743 to succeed the Young Communist
leapue and for the purpose of exploiting to the advantage of a foreign power the
idealism, inexperismee, and craving to join which is characteristic of Amarican
collega youth, Its Thigh-~gounding slogane® cover Ma determinad effort to disaffect
cur youth and to turn them against religion, the Amsrican home, against the collegs
authoiities, and against the American Govermment itself" (Report 271, April 17,
1947). The U. S. ﬁttornsy General cited the Amsrican Youth for Lemocracy as sub-
versive and Communist {press releases of December L, 1947 and September 21, 13L8).
It was redesignated on April 27, 1953 pursuant to Executive Order Nf. 10450,

The Abraham Lincoln Schocl was cited by the Spacial Committes on Un~

American Activitles as the successor of the Workers School and ags a "Comuonisy
educationsl medium® in Chicago {(Report 1311, March 29, 19LL, page 82), The U, S
Attorney General cited the school as an adjunct of the Communist Party (press
rolease, December L, 1947), amd it was redesignated April 27, 1993 pursuant to

cutive Order No. 10450. Frank Marsnall Davis satertained at the Abrahan Lincoln
Sehool, as shown in a builetin for short courses issued by the School, May 22-Junes
30, 194. In testimony befcre the Committes on July 21, 19L7, Walter S. Stesles /
named Mr. Davis as a member of the faculty, Abraham Lincoln School (Fublic Hearings,
page 52). -

Frank Marshall Davis wag one of the spongors of a National Confarencd
on American Policy in China and the ¥ar East, as ghown on the "Call" to the Confer-
ence held in Hew York City fraw Janvary 23 to 25, 1948, He was identified in this
source as Assistant Bditor, Chicago Star. The Naticvpal Conference on American
policy. . » wA3 ¢ited as Communist and fa conference called by vhe Committes for
s Democratic Far Bastern Policy™ by the U, 5. Attorney Genaral (press release of

July 25, 1949}; the Comittee for s Democratic Far. ., . was alsc cited a8 Communist
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by the Attorney Gensral (?ress ralease, April 27, 1949) and was redesignated
April 27, 1953 pursuant to Executive Order Ne. 10450,

In 1941 Frank ¥arshall Davis signed a news releass of the National
Federation for Comstitutional Liberties dated December 26, 1yhl; he signed a
statemant of the organlzatlon oppoging the use of injunctions in labor disputes,
28 shown in an advertisement that appeared in the New York "Times?h for April 1,
1946 (page 16); he alao signed a statement of the organization hailing the War
Department's order on commissions for Camunists, as reported in the "Daily
Worker®? of March 18, 1945 {page 2).

The Natiocnal Federation for Constitutionsl Liberties was cited by
Attorney General Francig Hiddle as ¥part of what Lenin called the solar aystem of
organizations, ostensibly having no connection with the Communist Party, by which
Communista attempt to create sympathizers and supporters of their program!" {Con-
gressional Record, Sepiember 2L, 19h42, pages 7687); The U. S. Avtorney General
cited the Federation as subversive and Communist (press releases, December L, 1947
and September 21, 1948 and it was redessignated on April 27, 1953 pursuant to
Executive Order No. 10450,

The Special Committee on Un—-American Activities cited the National
Federation as "one of the viciously subversive organisations of the Communist Party"
{Report of March 29, 194, page 50; also cited in Reports of June 25, 1942 and
January 2, 19L3}; the Committee on Un-Ameriecan Activities reported that it was among
a "maze of organizationa" which were "spawned for the alleged purpose of defending
civil liberties in general but actually intended to protect Communist subversion
J;fom any penglties under the law" (Repert of September 2, 1947, page 3).

The "Daily Worker? of August 12, 1935 (page 3} listed Frank M. Davis
as a contributing editor of "The Spokeaman," official organ of ths Youth Section,
National Negro Congress. Hr. Walter S. Steele testified before the Cammittes in
public hearings on July 21, 1947, as follows: MAccording to Communist raports,
police raided the meetiing of the labor division of the (Naticnal Hegro) congress
at the (Tenth) conwventlon, arrssting 37 of its mambers. Listad among those it ¢laims
were taken to jail were , . . PFrank M. Davis. . ." {Public Hemrings, page 9L).

"The Camsunist-front movement in the United States among Negroes 1s
known as the National Negro Jongress. # # #The officers of tha Naticnal Regro Con~
gress ara outapoken Communist sympathizers, apnd a majority of those on the exscutive
board are outright Communists." (Keport of January 3, 1939, page 81; also cited in
Reports of January 3, 19L40; June 25, 1942; and March 29, 19LLk)}. The organization
was slse cited as a Communist front by the U, $. Attorney Gensral (Congressional
Record, September 2L, 1942, pages 7687 and 7688) and as subversive and Communist
by the Attornmey General {press releases of December kL, 1947 and September 21, 1948).
The crganization was redesignated on April 27, 1953 pursuant to Executive Order No.
10L50.

Ths "Daily People's World" of October 26, 1947 (page L) named Frank
Marshall Davis a3 one of the aponsors of a National Conference of the Civil Rights
Congress in Chicago, November 21-23, 19L7; he signed a statement of the Congress in-
dafense of CGerhart Eisler ("Daily Worker," February 28, 1947, page 2); a paid -~
advertisement of the Congress that appeared in the Washington (D.Z.) "Poat™ on
May 20, 1947 (paga 13) carried the name of Frank M. Davis as one of those who
sipned a statement of the Congress in defense of the Communist Party.




He signed a letter of the Congress, scoring the Subversive Control Act of 1948
(*Daily’ Worker," April 26, 1948, page 1). He also signed an Open Letter to Con-
grasa, endorsing the defeat of the Mundt Bill (H.R. 5852), as sihown in a full-
page advertisemsnt in the Chicago "Sun-Times" on May 11, 1948 (page 37).

The Civil Rights Congrsss was cited as subvargive and Communist by the
U= S« Attorney Goneral ip ligts furnished the Loyaliy Review Board and relesased to
the press by the U. S. Civil Service Commission, Decembor L, 1947 and Septembar 21,
1948. In the Committee’s Report or the Civil Rights Congress, it was cited as
an organization formed in April 1946 as a merger of two other Communist-front
organizations (International Lsbor Defense and the National Federation for Con-
gtitutional Liberties); "dedicated not to the broader issues of civil liberties,
but specifically to the defense of individual Communists and the Cammunist Party"
and "controlled by individuals who are either members of the Communist Party or
openly loyal to it" (Report 1115, September 2, 1947, pages 2 and 19). The
organization was redesignated on April 27, 1953 by the U. S. Attorney General,
pursuant to Executive Order No. 10450,

Frank Harshall Davis was a member of the league of American Writers,
23 shown in "Tne Bulletin" of the league {page &); the Summer (1%38) issue of "The
Bulletin® listed him as Treasurer of the Chicago Chapter of the Iaague., He signed
the "Call to the Fourth Congress, Juns 6-8, 1941, New York City,", sponscred by
the League. {See "New Masses," April 22, 1941, page 25; and a leaflat entitled
tIn Defense of Culture.")

In three of its Reports, the Special Committee on Un-American Activities
cited the Lsague of American Writers as a Communist front {(Reporte dated January
3, 19403 Juns 2%, 19L2; and March 29, 29hkL). "The league of American Writers,
founded under Cormunist auspices in 1935 # % % in 1939 # # # beganh openly to
foliow the Communisi Party lins as dictated by the foreign policy of the Soviet
Unione. # # # The overt activities of the League of American Viriters in the last
2 years leave little doubt of its Communist comtrol." (U. S. Attornay General,
Congreasional Record, September 2L, 1942, pages 7685 and 7686.) U. S. Attornsy
General, in his lettsrs to the Loyaliy Review Board, cited the League as subversive
and Communist (press releases, Juns 1 and September 21, 1948) and it was re-
designated on April 27, 1953 pursuant te Executive Order HNo, 104SO.

The "Daily Worker® of July 23, 1948 (page 11 reported that Frank
Marshall Davis attacked the arrest of Communlst Party leaders; he was identified
in this scurce as Executive Editor, Asscciated Negro Press, Chicago, Illas

Reference to Frank Marshall Davis is found on page 10 of the Committee's
Report on The Honolulu Record, released Gotober 1, 1950, a copy of which is en~
closed. A reference to him is also found cn page 17 ¢f the enclosed "Report on
Hawail Civil Liberties Committee."
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in action that our program alone is the way out for all oppressed
masses. You will follow the footsteps of Angelo Herndon and
join his organization, the Young Communist League of America.

Fotward to the freedom of Angelo Herndon! Free the Scotrs-
boro Boys!

Forward to a Soviet America and the complete liberation of
the Negro people!

Join the Young Communist League!

Subscribe to the

YOUNG WORKER

the Only Working Class Youth Paper in the U.S.A.

D One year $1.00 E 6 months 60¢

T o R e SO A P L o] 2 PR
Have you ever been a subscriber before?
.

- SEND ALL SUBS AND MONEY ORDERS TO THE

Young Worker

P. O. Box 28, Sta. D New York, N. Y.

Published June, 1934, by

YOUTH PUBLISHERS
P. O. Box 28, Sta. D, New York Cily
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Decision of the United States
Supreme Court in the Case of
Angelo Herndon, Apri/ 1937

Full text of the majority decision setting aside the verdict
in' the Herndon case, by Justice Roberts; with the dis-
senting opinion of the minority, by Justice Van Devanter.

With an Introduction
by
ANNA DAMON
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February 1, 1938
TO THE WRITERS OF AMERICA: —

Fuscism has appeared in the Western Hemisphere, not in the lurid imagina-
tion of alarmist prophets, but in the actual and openly acknowwledged event.
On Armistice Day the papers carried the news of the establishment in Brazil
of a corporate state under dictatorial authority, and the abolition of parlia-
mentary bodies elecied by the people.

We know how German fascism has murdered and destroyed, how Fialian
Jascism has conquered her place in the Abyssinian sun, how Fapanese militarism
fights in China her undeclared wars. We know how fascist countries every-
where destroy civil lberties within their borders and ignore international law
beyond them. Today the struggle rages east of us and west of us. Tomorrow it
may be in our midst. It is consiantly drawing nearer.

But there are some who, despite the martyrdom of Durango and Guernica,
the enduring agony of Madrid, of Bilbae, the shelling of Almeria and Lerida,
of Barcelona and Valencia, are still in doubt, or whe aver that it is possible
that fascism may be what it proclaims it is: the savior of cvilizetion.

We urge you to dispel the least shadow of that deubt. This is the question
we would have you answer: “Are pou for, or are you against Franco and
Jascism? Are you for, or are you against the legal government and the people
of Republican Spain? We desire to print your. answers. We wish the whole
couniry fo know what 1s felt by the most sensitive insiruments of the national
Fife, you American writers. Your verdict has world tmportance,

Yours sincerely,

Doneld Ogden Stewwart
l-'ff‘é"ro) S President, League of American Writers
Cou .. -L
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SexaTor Broyuss: WIII the witness stand aud be sworn, please? Dy
you solemnly swear that the testimony you arve about to give wij
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help
you God ?

Mn Taomeson: 1 do.
Servaror Broyues: Thank you.
" DEAN JOHN B. THOMPSON

called as.a witness by the Seditions Activities Investigating Commis.

-glon, after being duly sworn, was examined by Dr. J. B. Matthews,

and testified as follows:

Dz. Marraews: The witness, Mr, Chairman, is Dean Jolin B. Thowmp.
son, Dean of Rockefeller Chapel, University of Chicago, and Pro-
fessor of Christian Ethies. Dean Thompson, will you give me a few
hiographical details, please?

A. My name is John B. Thompson.
. What is your present position?

. That of Soeial Professor of Christian Ethies within the school of
‘the Chicago University, and Dean of the University Chapel.

. Do you wish to make an opening statement, Dean Thompson !

. Yes, a brief one. This statement is in response to the form and con-
tent of the subpoena which I received. I am not a Communist. 1
have never been a Communist. I have a profound philosophical
eritieism for Communism, and I have expressed that on many ocea-
sions. The subpoena which was sexved me asked me to bring copies
of all personal eorrespondence pertdining to the American Peace
Mobilization organization which has been in..... which has not
been in existence sinee January of 1942, I do not know if any
correspondence files still exist or not. My own obsolete files are in

" storage in Oklahoma, and I do not know if they contain any APM
correspondence, but if the Commission wishes, T will have them
shipped to Chicago; but this has been impossible in the short time
given to me. The American Peace Mobilization was organized in
1940 by citizens from every walk of life, and the main objective
was to keep the United States from war. At that time this was
keenly felt by ull kinds of organizations. .. .. and also by Senator
Vandenherg and Taft, and the Chicago Tribune. And that con-
cludes my introductory statement, sir,

Dr. MarrEEWws: Dean Thompson, in November of 1948, the Dean of

Canterbury, the Very Reverend Hewlett Johnson, carme to the

United States; and among other places, delivered an address in

Chicago, is that correet?

A. That's right.

)

B O
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Do you recall the date of his address in Chicago !

No, 1 don’t precisely. I don't have that information with me.

Do vou recall where it was held? The meeting?

In the Civie Opera House.

Will you please recount youyr connections with the appearance of
the Dean of Canterbury on that oceasion ? ‘

. After a national committee had been organized by Professor Hock-

ing of Harvard to weleome the Dean..... that is, after his being
admitted by the State Department, a largs group of churchmen,
and other citizens in Chicago, invited me and many cthers to join
the committee shnply to provide hogpitalities for this distinguished
chrrchman. They made it very cleay in fhe invitation that this
would not invelve vs with hin in any way, Some of the committee
was in agreement with him, while some were not. This committee
was organized for the sole purpose of welcoming one of the great-
est and most famous churchmen in the world; and the name of
that committee was the Chieago Ad Iloe Commitiee of Weleome
for the Dean of Canterbury, November, 1948, I shall list their
nAmMeEs. . ...
Prof. Bdith Abbott, University of Chicago.
Pyof. James Luther Adams, Meadville Theological School.
Bdward Abrens, Education Chairman, A.F. of L.
Nelson Algren, Anthor.
Harland H. Allen, Investment Counsellor.
Rev. J. C. Austin, Pilgrim Baptist Church.
Bev. William T. Baird, Essex Community Church.
Russell 'W. Ballard, Divector, Hull House.
Prof, Albert B. Barnett, Garrett Biblieal Institute.
Dean Bernard Berelson, Graduate Library Sehool, University:
of Chicago.
Rev. Charles ¥. Boss, Jr., Executive Secretary, Commission
cn World Peace of the Methodist Chureh.
Osear Browa, Jr., Radio Commentator.
Rev. Edwin 'I. Buehrer, Third Unitarian Church.
Prof. Leon Carnovsky, University of Chicago.
President Sexge Chermayeff, Institate of Design.
Dorothy Bushnell Cole, League of Women Voters.
Rev. Harold E. Craw, Chicago Congregational Union.
Rev. R. H. Davis, Indiana Avenue Christian Church.
Fra;k Marshall Davis, BExecutive Director, Associated Negro
Tess.
Prof. Alfred E. Emerson, University of Chicago.
Rev. Joseph M. Evans, Metropolitan Community Church.
Trving H. Flamm, Past President, Chieago Lawyers’ Guild.
Irene MeCoy Gaines, President, Chicago Counecil of Negro
Organizations.
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and suggests is in their interests and therefore true., Thyg
the propagandist may induce the audience to behave in & cumn.
tain manner by appealing to thelr material interests, the
Peeling of their dignity, prestige, fear, justice, their ge.
sire to protect health, albruism, etce
7 Sitwations sometimes erise in practical propaganda ip
which the logical mode (avguments ad rem) do nob produce the
jnecessary effect, despite the convinecingness of the argumentg
end corrschtness of the propagandist’s propositions. The pay-
chological mede (arguments ad howimem) prove G0 be mWore affeq.
'tive, for vhe propagandist takes ilnto account the usual
| course of reasoning. end conclusions to which the listener re.
| sorts proceeding from his interests and ceonvietions. Psycho-
| logical arguments make the propagandisi's words more conving

L_‘-;_:Lug9 comprehensible, and clear. It is not accidental that
lerx pointed outs “"Theory ig capable of gripping the masses
ag soon as it demonstrates ad hominem,,."

The above does not mean at all that the logic of propa-
ganda messaeges ig sounething secondary. Logical arguments conw
stitute the basis of preving the proposition. The more weighty
they are; the more stable the results of propagands action.
Begides, logical arguments oftien have & great attractive for-
ce, particularly in 8 conscious &nd well-prepared audience.
Therefore everything which a propsgandist cam communicats
must be tested in terms of logice

Togical and psycholdgical conclusions are the lnstru-
ments through which the propagandist can produce the neceasa-
ry response in the endience, As a rule, they are intercopnect-
ed in propagande, the logicael esrguments being supported hy de~
vices aifecting desires and feelings. Since men endsavour %o
find a logical substentimtion of their emotion, the propagan-
dist has to adduce corresponding logical arguments.

The effectiveness of persuasion may be greatly affeched
by an appeal to the feelings of the audience (ad populum). The
goal of these appeals is exciting the emotions of the audienc

1 Kapl Marxz, "Contribution to the Critique of Hegels

Philosophy of Iaw, Introduction®, Earl Merw, Frederick Engels,

Collegted Works, Vol. 3, P. 182,
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digtinctive features in the meatality of sach stratum, callh%
tc., Of these masses”. '

Knowing the audience, one can conscicusly “portion outh
the rational and emeotional elements in propaganda activity,
It is of course & difficult task, determining the correlatiq,
between these elements in each concrete instance. A greal deay
depends here on the experiences snd professional sklll of the
propagandist. Success will be determined here first and fore.
most by the knowledgs of the socio-psychological features of
+the audience ih all its parameters and aspects.

Seventh, to increase the positive emotional effect in
propaganda work, it is lmportent to take into account the ex-
tent of the audience's emotional predisposition. The mood of
the audience before the event largely colours the perceptiop
and behaviour of its members. An optimistic wmood of the read-
ers, spectators, and listeners can arouse them to extra acti-~
vity, increasing their interest in the materials perceived ani
the degres of unity of attitudes, in other words, it can create
a more favourable gituation for successful assimilation of the
message being communicated, Contrariwise, a negative emotion-
al frame of the audience (depression, dissatisfaction, apathy,
indifference) is an obsbacle in the way of propaganda action
and can bring the propagandistts work %o ncught.

Particularly great is the significance of the emotional
predisposition in youth audisnces.

Creating s favourable emotional mood in the audience is
one of the essential conditions. for raising the effectiveness
of propeganda azctions.

The rational and the emotional factors werk in close in-
teractlion with each other, and it would therefore be wrong Ho
exaggerabe the role of one factor at the expense of the other.
For exemple, undue emphasis on emotions can result in subjec-
tive and superficial elucidation of certain events. Excessive
emotional influence obscures the main content of the message
resulting in incorrect, distorted comprehension of the propa-

1 9.1, Lenin, "Pheses on the Fundamental Tagks of the
Second Congress of the Communist International®, Collected
Works, Vol. 31, p. 192.
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surd the solemn pronouncements
that it will rake several gencra-
tions, maybe hundreds of years,
before we Negro people in the
West Indies, Africa and America
can have any real control over our
own destiny.

Here is a whole nation which is
now deing honor (o our poet
Pushkin—one of the greatest poets
in history—the Soviet people’s and
our proud world possession. Could

! ind a monument to Pushkin in
a public square of Birmingham or
Atlanta or Memphis, as one stands
in the center of Moscow? No. One
perhaps to Goethe, but not w the
dark-skinned Pushkin.

Yes, 1 love this Soviet people
more than any other nation, be-
cause of their suffering and sacri-
fices for us, the Negro people, the
progressive people, the people of
ihe [uture in this world.

The Negro People Qppose Anti-Soviet War

At the Paris Peace Conference
I said it was unthinkable that the
Negro people of America or else-
where i1 the world could be drawn
into war with the Soviet Union. 1
repeat it with hundred-fold em-
phasis. THEY WILL NOT.

And don’t ask a few intellectuals
who are jealous of their comfort.,
Ask the sugar workers whom I saw
starving in Louisiana, the workers
in the cotton lands and the tobacco
belts in the South. Ask the sugar
workers T Jamaica. Ask the Afri-
cans in Malan’s South Africa. Ask
e if they will struggle for peace
and friendship with the Soviet
people, with the peoples of China
and the new democracies, or if
they will help their imperialist op-
pressors to return them (o an even
worse slavery. The answer lics
there in the millions of my strug-
gling people, not only the 14 mil-
[ion m America, but the 40 milhion
in the Caribbean and Latin Amer-
ica and the 150 million in Africa.
No wonder all the excitement! For
one day this wighty mass will
strike for freedom, and a new

13

strength like that of gallant China
wil} add its decisive weight to in-
suring a world where all men can
be free and equal.

1 am born and bred in this
America of owrs. I want to love it.
I love a part of it. But it's up to
the rest of America when I shall
love it with the same intensity that
[ love the Negro people from
whom 1 spring, — in the way that
I love progressives in the Carib-
bean, the black and 1ndian peoples
of South and Cenitral America, the
peoples of China and Southeast
Asia, yes suffering people the world
over, — and in the way that I deep-
ly and intensely love the Soviet
Union. That burden of proof rests
upon America.

Now these peoples of the Soviet
Unien, of the new Eastern Dem-
ocracies, of progressive Western
Europe, and the representatives of
the Chinese people whom I met in
Prague and }\)/Ioscow, were in great
part Communists. They were the
hrst to die for our freedom and
for the freedom of all mankind.
So T'm not afraid of Communists;
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