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“The proletariat must gather and organize those lawyers and
learned barristers in various countries who sympathize with the
liberation struggle and are prepared, together with the legal
bureau of the TRA, to assist and give legal help to the victims of
the class domination of the bourgeoisie * * *.

“To organize legal bureaus in every country where they do
not yet exist and where this is possible,in particular in England,
the U.S. A. and Japan * * *.

“To strive to enlarge-the number of lawyers who take part in -
this work by attracting more and more new cadres of lawyers.and”

jurists who can be stimulated by their own interests and their
sympathy with the revo ution to gather around the IRA legal

bureau.” )

(The above directive was issued by the International ‘Red Aid (IRA) at
its Second Internmational Conference (Moscow, 1927). The International
Red Aid was established by the Comintern in 1922 for the purpose -of
providing organizations of lawyers for the legal defense of Communists
apd Communist causes in all parts of the world.)
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COMMUNIST LEGAL SUBVERSION
The Role of the Communist Lawyer

INTRODUCTION

Hearings and investigations conducted by the Committee on Un-
American Activities in the course of the last few years have produced
a massive array of facts regarding efforts directed at the perversion
of our democratic processes of government by the Communist con-
spiracy in the United States.

On the basis of these facts, the committee issued the report entitled
“Communist Political Subversion”* on August 16, 1957. The com-
mittee described therein the Communist Party’s campaign, through
the instrumentality of several hundred party-created organizations,
to simulate a “grass roots” pressure on Federal and local govern-
ments for the purpose of nullifying our Nation’s security programs.

A subsequent committee report, published on November 8, 1957,
under the title “Operation Abolition,” outlined additional organized
efforts to undermine the security programs of our Government, to

“hamper the effectiveness of the Committee on Un-American Activities

and to discredit the Federal Bureau of Investigation and its director,
J. Edgar Hoover. _ ' g

The committee is issuing the present report as a result of substantial
evidence that the Communists, over the course of the past ‘several
decades, have sought and are seeking to-pervert our democratic proc-
esses not only by their campaign of political subversion but %y a
parallel operation which may be designated as “legal subversion.”
This operation involves subversion by Communists trained in the law.

The mechanics of legal subversion extend far beyond any legitimate
process of legal representation. They embrace the efforts of a con-
spiratorial minority, trained in the use of the legal instruments of our
soeiety, to turn those instruments into weapons for the destruction of
our free society. . g

While relatively few in number, the principals in this operation
enjoy a far disproportionate influence in the American community as
a result of a combination of legal training, schooling in Communist
subversive techniques and the fact that they have behind them the
entire Communist apparatus and are made the subjects of favorable
publicity build-ups on the part of the Communist Party, its fronts
and fellow travelers in all walks of life.

The locus operandi of the Communist lawyer has ranged from the
Communist Party and its myriad front groups and enterprises to the

1 See Communist Politieal Subversion, Hearings and Appendix, November and December
1956 (pts. 1 and 2), end H. Rept. No. 1182. August 16, 1957.
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18 COMMUNIST LEGAL SUBVERSION

5. Served as attorneys for both Communist-dominated trade unions
and those not under Communist control.

6. Acted as legal advisers to, and accepted leadership roles in, organ-
izations which posed as legitimate non-Communist enterprises al-
though they were, in fact, operated under Communist control for party
purposes—for example, the party front organizations built around
“civil rights” and other popular themes. i

7. Exploited the prestige of their profession in the course of run-
ning for public office. :

e Communist Party has reaped inestimable benefits as a result of
these extralegal activities of identified Communist lawyers. While
the activities involve the promotion of Communist objectives in fields
far removed from the atmosphere of courts or administrative and con-
gressional hearing rooms, nevertheless, a basic element in all of them
1s a deliberate Communist exploitation of the lawyer’s special status
as a member of the bar.

Specific illustrations of each of these activities, selected from
numerous examples available in the public records of identified Com-
munist lawyers, follow:

RECRUITMENT OF FELLOW LAWYERS INTO THE COMMUNIST PARTY

One of the extralegal activities in which Communist lawyers engage
is the recruitment of fellow lawyers into the Communist Party.

Attorney A. Marburg Yerkes testified before this committee that he
had accepted the invitation of Ben Margolis # to join the latter’s Los
Angeles law firm because he was impressed with Mr. Margolis’ reputa-
tion in a certain prominently publicized legal case. Shortly after join-
ing the firm, Mr. Yerkes was invited by his employer to attend an
informal “legal” discussion at a lawyer’s home. Because-Mr. Margolis
“expected” it of him, Mr. Yerkes became a regular attendant at such
sessions, which he found were actually Marxist discussions aimed at
the gradual indoctrination of non-Communist lawyers with Commu-
nist views. The sessions led Mr. Yerkes and other lawyers into formal
membership in the Communist Party, where Mr. Yerkes discovered
Mr, Margolis in a leadership role.

CIRCUMVENTING THE LAW

This comimittee’s hearings have also revealed instances in which
identified Communist lawyers have misapplied their legal training by
helping Communist agents evade our laws. : :

In the course of the committee’s investigation into the operations of
the international Communist agent, Gerhart Eisler, evidence was ob-
tained that Leon Josephson, an openly admitted Communist and a
member of the bar in New Jersey since 1921, had in 1931 prepared a
false passport application for Kisler’s travels in the service of the
Communist conspiracy. A passport was subsequently issued to Eisler,
a German citizen, through the use of the naturalization papers of a
third Communist Party member, because Eisler, an alien, was tech-
nically unable to obtain a passport. When Josephson was called as

. 2 For further details of the activities of Ben Margolis and many of the other attorneys
' subsequently referred to, see separate sectlons devoted to each attorney on pages 28
through 75 of this report. ’
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a witness in Eisler’s trial for contempt of Congress in 1947, h
only o,osmommmm on the witness stand mwﬁ he wm.m sworn m&m&o%u%h
WWMMMW wmmm%%g amwmuomwﬁﬁ but also boasted that he would “do
n. e statute of limitations preve i

Toseaon at that prevented any prosecution of

A more recent example was provided in the testimony of Anita
Schneider, who joined the Communist Party in California in 1951 as
an undercover agent for the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Mrs.
Schneider said the Communist Party considered sending her as a dele-
mgm to an international Communist-sponsored “peace’ conference in

tockholm, Sweden, from which it was also planned she would journe
on to the Soviet Union. Mrs. Schneider m&% she had a discussion wit.
a Communist lawyer of Los Angeles, Richard Rykoff, on the problem
of applying for a passport in view of State Department restrictions on
travel behind the Iron Curtain.  Attorney Rykoff advised Mrs.
Schneider to conceal her real destination from the State Department
in filling out a passport pﬂv:omao: even though he knew that, in
filling out the application, she would have to swear to the truthfulness
of the information contained in it.

ESPIONAGE AND SUBVERSION IN GOVERNMENT

, This committee’s investigations and hearings over the years have
disclosed that a sizable group of individuals who obtained positions
of -trust within the United States Government due to their legal
training joined underground Communist cells aimed at subversion
in ﬁzg m‘éwﬂwﬂmzn. Tohn J. Ab

ew York lawyers John J. Abt and Nathan Witt, for example, he

legal posts with the Agriculture Department and the Zmﬁo:% me‘cwm
Relations Board, respectively, while serving as leaders of secret Com-
munist cells composed of Government employees. Testimony has dis-
closed that such cells were formed as part of the Communist Party’s
strategy to mg its members into high policymaking posts in our Gov-
ernment and to omg up channels through which the Soviet Union
could obtain classified Government information.

A notorious illustration of subversion in Government by an identi-
fied Communist lawyer was provided by the case of Alger Hiss. Hiss’
15 years of Federal employment encompassed all three branches of
the Government—judicial, legislative, and executive. After serving
as a law clerk for a justice of the United States Supreme Court, Hiss
held such posts as counsel in the Agriculture and Justice Departments
and as chief counsel with a special Senate committee. Upon entering
the State Department, where he attained his highest policymaking
W%H.muﬁo%‘mwﬂmmu mHMmﬁ Wm.mumdwmmmn Sﬁﬂ Mmmwmﬁm:n to an Assistant Secre-

Y 0 ate. e, himse escribed his jo i i
“legal and other research.” Job as involving years of

LAWYERS AS COMMUNIST PARTY OFFICIALS

. Among the members of the bar who have at the same time held
important functionary posts within the Communist Party organiza-
tion are San Francisco lawyer Aubrey Grossman and New York lawyer
Abraham Unger.
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Aubrey Grossman in 1945 was publicly advertised by the Communist
Party as its new educational director for the city and county of San
Francisco. In that year, he was also an alternate delegate to the im-
portant Communist Party national convention in New York City, at
which party leader Earl Browder was deposed and the temporary
name of the Communist Political Association was abandoned in
response to dictates from Moscow.

braham Unger not only served as official legal representative for
the Communist Party but also held the status of a “functionary”
within the party organization, according to a former Communist
associate who left the party in 1950. Mr. Unger had been a member
of the constitution committee at the aforementioned 1945 convention
of the Communist Party.

In 1956, at the height of the internal controversy within the United
States Communist Party which resulted from Soviet disclosures of
Stalin’s crimes, Abraham d«:m@w discoursed authoritatively on internal
party problems in the party’s official newspaper, the Daily Worker.
His pronouncements included severe condemnation of those-Commu-
nists in the United States or abroad who were tempted to rebel against

complete subservience to the Soviet Union.
ACTIVITIES IN UNIONS

The Communist Party since the late 1920's has made concerted efforts
to infiltrate the organized labor movement in this country. Chief
targets of the party have been unions operating in basic industries—
the maritime, shipping, communications, radio and electrical fields.
The party actually controlled a number of the Nation’s most impor-
tant labor unions. Identified Communist lawyers have contributed
to this party objective, . ) )

Sworn testimony has revealed that, while identified Communist
Richard Gladstein of San Francisco served as official attorney for
the Marine Cooks & Stewards Association of the Pacific in the 1940’s,
he vigorously promoted Communist control over that union. Lawyer
Gladstein’s efforts, under instructions from the Communist Party,
included drafting a constitution, subsequently adopted by the union,
which would give the party free access to the union’s finances. The
union was expelled from the CIO in 1950 for its adherence to the
Communist Party line, .

Another example is provided by lawyer Nathan Witt, who has
admittedly held the official post of “attorney or the general counsel”
for the Communist-controlled International Union of Mine, Mill and
Smelter Workers since eatly 1941, with the exception of a short period
during World War II. According to the testimony of a former Com-
munist Party official who also headed the'die-casting division of the
mine-mill union, Nathan Witt was one of the Communist Party’s top
men who acted as liaison between the party and a number of unions
controlled by the party. Witt attended key party meetings where
important decisions affecting the mine-mill union were made. These
decisions, as party directives, were then put into effect by the union
after being transmitted to its leaders by Witt, the same testimony
revealed. The party’s interest in maintaining control of the mine-
mill union stemmed from the union’s strategic position in the non-
ferrous metals industry. This union was also expelled from the CIO

in 1950.
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In 1941 Nathan Witt was also counsel for the United
Workers of America. A 1944 report of the Special OoBSWﬂWM@m
Un-American Activities found Communist leadership to be strongly
entrenched in this union which “was formed as a result of a Com.
munist-led split from the American Federation of Government Em-
www%mmm H% HMwﬂ: HM. mmwﬁm nrmmzaos had “fought tenaciously against

efforts to investigate an i ivil-service empl
al efforts mcﬁiﬁmm.:m . penalize civil-service employees for

In the late 1940’s Witt was chief counsel for the New York Teachers
“Union, Local 555. This union was originally known as Local 5 of the
American Federation of Teachers, AF L, but was expelled from the
AFL in 1941 on charges of being Communist-dominated. The New
York Teachers Union later became Local 555 of the United Public
Workers of America, CIO, which the CIO in turn expelled in 1950 for
adhering to the Communist Party line,

Harriet Bouslog (Sawyer), another identified Communist lawyer
has been legal representative for the International Longshoremen’s
and Warehousemen’s Union since at least 1943.  She served as its legal
representative in Washington, D. C., from 1943 until the middle of
1946. In that year Mrs. Bouslog became the legal representative in
the Territory of Hawaii for this international union, which was later
expelled from the CIO for adhering to the Communist Party line

Frank Donner has been identified as having been a Communist
Party member as far back as the early 1940’s when he was a lawyer for
the National Labor Relations Board. Donner, who invoked the fifth
x.ﬂ@&SEg when he appeared as a witness before this committee in
1956, was recently named general counsel for the United Electrical
Radio and Machine Workers of America. This Communist-controlled
nnion, which was ousted by the CIO in 1950, is the recognized bargain-
ing agent for many thousands of workers in many of onr vita] defense
industries. The UFE in a recent pamphlet described its new counsel
as being “recognized as one of the foremost authorities on NLRE
law.” It failed to mention that Donner was publicly identified as
having been a member of a conspiratorial Communist cell while em.
ployed as an attorney at the National Labor Relations Board

In addition, prior to their identification as Communists, certain
lawyers succeeded in obtaining positions as counsel for unions not
E%S, gmHmo:S.oH of the Communist Party, |

rom 1938 to 1948, when he took a leave of absenc rork
the Progressive Party, John Abt served as mgoap_d%_vmmm%o“w me
M‘.P%pwmmaw:mnwm m_yoﬂwu.:m %MSWS& of America, CIO. At the same
'me he leit the Clothing Workers he also resig - _
QHmO u.uwa_:‘mn;_ etopme Worker he also resigned as co-counsel to the

rank Donner was assistant general counsel for bot i
MJOHMW and the United foo?dwmmam of Ameriea, QHO_”_MM.MNQZW&M_H%
 Harry Sacher is an outstanding example of an identified Commu-
nist lawyer who represented both” Communist-dominated wnions and
untons which were not. under Communist. control, and made 2 hand-
some living by doing so. Tt is estimated that at one time he earned
over $50,000 per year from his legal work in the Iabor-union field.

Sacher was attorney for the AFI Painters Council District 9 in
New York City while Louis Weinstock, a member of the Communist
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Party Politburo—and later a defendant in the first Smith Act trial—
held the office of secretary-treasurer, the highest post in the Council.
In the July 1947 Council election an anti-Communist slate headed by
Martin Rarback defeated Weinstock and the other Communists who
had controlled the Council for years. Sacher was then dropped as
attorney for the Council.

One union in which the Special Committee on Un-American Aciiv-
ities in 1944 found Communist leadership to be “strongly entrenched”
was the Transport Workers Union of America. The Committee on
Un-American Activities noted in 1950 that this union had “tried to
clean out the Communists.” Harry Sacher was general counsel for
this union and for its large and powerful Local 100 in New York City
throughout most of the 1940’s,

Michael Quill, president of the Transport Workers, in 1948 de-
nounced Sacher as a “conniving member of the Communist Party,”
and succeeded in having him ousted, first by Local 100 and later in
the year by the international union, in what he (Quill) referred to
as a “purge” of the left-wing elements which would permit the union
“to operate as a natural trade union.” :

During the same year Sacher was dropped as counsel for Local 802
of the AFL Musicians Union.

In the following year, 1949, Sacher lost his post as attorney for
the United Shoe Workers of America. He managed, however, to
retain his position as attorney for the union’s Joint Council 13 in

New York City which was headed by Isidore Rosenberg. Two years

later, in 1951, Rosenberg issued a statement saying, “I have abandoned
my association with Communist activities because I found that asso-
ciation entirely inconsistent with'my werk for my union.” Sacher
was chen dropped as attorney for Joint Council 13, URCEE

In January 1951, the membership of Local 306 of the Motion Picture
Machine Operators Union, AFL, held a meeting at which literature
was passed out to the local members urging them to vote for the dis-
charge of Sacher because of his “many Communist affiliations,” and in
June of that year it was officially announced that he had “resigned”
as the local’s'attorney, .

The following exhibit, reproduced from The Worker, January 21,
1951, demonstrates the acclaim Harry Sacher received from workers
he represented even after he had been convicted of criminal contempt

of court:

THE WORKER, SUNDAY,; JANUARY: 2]35 1951

Page 6

icks to the Fight for Labor

~ o~ etata LY e &

LY o e Fet vy
- KRR
R iy mm.mm
-,.mowdmfm'mww o
Siisreaiie
RS Emdl
K mbw.m -
Tesfe T s
Eod(..mnmut g5
gisiesgl i
LM
JENEESS Y Mea o
b Lo

AL SUD Y LODLUIN

HARRY SACHl:Iﬁ

It showed, hie added, that “if

‘credit and (contracts don’t answer the needs
of the working people, then it is

contracts that must die and not

THG|SHLESD 2% ag¢mu s :

E2E|gREECY 23482 2230

885 |gE2E5F 2y 5,8 Infect

Rkl e.m.mn_a .m...m.mhmk S3E5T L

Se | 2S5y E2¥ELS 3,885

w2 gege] &SggB§c Dmp3t 8

=2 afafl sifate BLHY

SEE|85EEL P Soecig.cgsnie

we.._u Me utmw whm,.r._”{.w.m.m'm.m.%cm.

gRA|E2Eyey PPl 8828 3%

S s=. G285 S A5 ERSE 8L

™ - Eo Stfu s ERE Ea8v iR g

(Vo R E-EAR LTl R ME LS

S S Ew 888 ScE e 08 F

=N oS EEREGEL S EETeelEoe

Wi R eEE Bl g p g EEREESTE,

P - 2O | 5838 ] s 8 o §
e keAMS« S w'd5328 SS5REES :m.MaBe.W
R oEN IS 5 a9 3 = P
) S.E"fgggsEY 38 B 588z
=3 SeSE,F STt BEgEHSSET

W L RELLTEICEgE A%5 [ ERESEs
hd = P n D
ExEELEEsEER T mwwnmuymm
.vmaw.w,...me.m,a oy =8, SE5SETE 8
£ gspfgsid I92 rpyouifid
.I.Cct.n.mw = Tx egw g vhaw.. >0 m

g S g B
YhSNgsham.oemf €5 ¢ f.m.m..m.uMm.mWr
e ¥ nTESEERE g B3 S PR LI F
o Fm.mmm.mdm_m.mmna R b A
- - G © s & k ]
5SS Sve b FooE BefsSEEE -EE
a,MHe.m BT 2T L 0T E " we
BT ERISEY s o2 o EZRIEgw g
n TEii YL f,HESy3gR o Sutsy
kw5 EElEestc2FETIfINGs EEH

{

your cause
xélaimed.

fry to put me in fail,

“They may
or disbar me-but in

I'll always serve,” he e

SINCE JUDGE Medina hand:
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tence against the attomney, the bai

association has acted to stop Sa-
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LEADERSHIP IN COMMUNIST FRONTS

Identified Communist lawyers who assume prominent roles in the
party’s front organizations and special propaganda campalgns
furnish another important type of extralegal service to the Com-
munist Party.

West Coast lawyer Aubrey Grossman, who has been an official of

the Communist Party itself, served for years as West Coast director
and then national organizational secretary or director of the party’s
legal front, the Civil Rights Congress. During this assignment,
the Civil Rights Congress went into high gear in a fund-raising
and propaganda campaign in behalf of the national Communist Party
officials prosecuted under the Smith Act. In speeches throughout the
country and in published articles, Mr. Grossman, billed as an attorney
and civil-rights expert, spread the Communist Party line regarding’
alleged unjustified persecution of Communist leaders, attacked the
American jury system, and even advised Americans to refuse to coop-
erate or talk with representatives of the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation.
- In behind-the-scenes operations of Communist-front organizations
such as the Civil Rights Congress, the identified Communist lawyer
has'also been known to play roles in direct contravention of the ethical
standards required of a member of the bar.

A former undercover agent within the Communist Party, who was

assigned by the party to work with the Civil Rights Congress in San
Diego, described how the CRC was required to develop a propaganda
campaign in defense of a San Diego man involved in legal proceed-
ings, although the case involved no Communist issue. The witness
testified that the Communist Party was not interested in the man’s
innocence or guilt, but was concerned only with exploiting the case for
propaganda purposes to benefit the party. The witness and other San
Diego Communists who were required to conduct this CRC campaign
received personal instructions from Richard Rykoff, an identified
Communist lawyer of Los Angeles, on what steps to take to conceal
the real Communist purpose behind their campaign.

CANDIDATES FOR PUBLIC OFFICE

Political activity and the acquisition of political power are vital
to Communist success in taking over any country. For this reason
the party has always encouraged its members (both open and secret)
to run for public office. Their campaigns serve as sounding boards
for party propaganda in the party’s efforts to influence not only public
opinion but also legislation and governmental policy.

Communist attorneys are particularly valuable to the conspiracy

in this endeavor because lawyers are so widely accepted by the public .

as especially qualified for public office.

The Communist Party today usually establishes “front” or cover
political parties as a means of getting its candidates into public
office. Even in cases in which the party feels certain that there is
little chance that any of its candidates will be elected through this
device, it still considers such activity vital. It has learned through

. experience that a political campaign is the most effective means at its
disposal for reaching large numbers of people with the Communist
Party line on key national and local issues,
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The Independent Progressive Party, a political organization in the
State of California which the Communist Party secretly controlled
and directed in an effort to advance its influence in American political
life, frequently exploited the prestige of the legal profession by select-
ing identified Communist lawyers as candidates for political office
Typical of such candidates were Bertram Edises and Charles R.
Garry, of San Francisco. Mr. Edises was a candidate for district
attorney of Alameda County on an IPP ticket in 1950, and Mr. Garry
aspired to a seat in the United States Congress under IPP auspices
in two elections during the same period. Publicity surrounding their
campaigns, omitting any reference to their connections with the Com-
munist Party, emphasized the alleged prominence of these candidates
as “labor” or “civil rights” lawyers.

The American Labor Party in New York, which has been cited
as another “political front organization” 22 enabling the Communists
to present their candidates under other than a straight Communist
label, has also picked identified Communist lawyers as candidates for
Important public office. For example, Morris Zuckman, who has been
engaged in law practice in Albany, N. Y., since the 1930’s, was the
American Labor Party’s candidate for mayor of .>:VEQJ: 1949
Mr. Zuckman was identified as a member of the Communist Humwﬂ%.
wwquscﬂ%mu of é;.&mwmmmom before this committee, and he has refused to

er this committee’s questions regarding his party activi
grounds of possible mmﬁ.wm@wgggmom. & s paxty activity on the

PROPAGANDISTS FOR COMMUNIST CAUSES

Identified Communist lawyers have appeared time and time again
as featured speakers at public rallies held to promote Communist ob-
ﬁwﬁ%om“ and Wm uoowcﬂoﬁmm in mmuds,_sim?o@mwpnom institutions such as
he Jefierson School of Social Science in New York-and t ali i
bm%om. School in San Francisco. und the Galifornia

John J. Abt, the former leader of one Communi

. rme nist underground
espionage group %m United States Government employees, was %961&
publicized as a “noted constitutional authority” when appearing as
speaker against the Walter-McCarran Act at a rally sponsored by the
Communist front, the American Committee for Protection of Foreign
Wow:.. The organization before which he appeared has as one of its

m.m Ensm %Wmﬁ:ﬂSo: Mm o%w Government’s security legislation

uch exploitation of a lawyer’s prestige and speaking ability un-
doubtedly has aided the Communist Party in :W mmomm to ww\on:#
sympathizers within the vast non-Communist majority of our Nation.
MMMWP for example, the activities of Maurice Braverman, a Baltimore
W Ld, Mpé%ow .S:M. mmjmmm o% n:ﬁm top governing body of the Communist

g orgamization for the State of Maryland s istri .
ity org \ vland and the District of

Mr, Braverman was indicted in 1951 und i

. : as 1 ; er the Smith Act for
conspiracy to advocate violent overthrow of the United States Gov-
ernment.  Prior to his trial, he spoke before Yale University law
students in their law-school auditorium through an “invitation’ from
the student chapter of the Communist frount, the National Lawyers

2 Internal Security Subcommitt i
Amerieanany Seenrity, e m%._ Hommmm.o% mw_uum Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook for

36011 O—58—5
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, . » . .. v W&ﬁ
ild. o subsequent interview appearing in the Daily Worker,
m\mﬁrwgwwssmd mn%nmm that many of the Yale law students mwowqwm
concern that the Government was prosecuting OoBEaEmﬁm mﬂ mﬂ
under the Smith Act, and that he had HBE@mmmm some stu m%:mm )
such an extent that they offered Mo help him in “legal research™ Ior
] in the forthcoming trial. . o
EmHm. M.LM MMMW# from just the moé examples of Communist WNEE?S.OHM
of the legal profession cited here that the Communist mmn% mmﬁw
tremendously by having its members admitted mo the bar. The pa M
has obviously long been aware that a lawyer’s m@me@_.ﬂgdﬁm pﬂ
prestige can lead to positions of prominence In our society w oummw.m
oan wield substantial influence extending far beyond the :Bwnm 0 ; is
-outine professional activities. The Communist Party has also ta m:
full advantage of the fact that non-Communists are not generally
ready to suspect that anyone with the attainments and unique @Ea.am
leges of a lawyer would also serve as an agent of the Communis

~conspiracy.

CASE HISTORIES OF SOME IDENTIFIED COMMUNIST
LAWYERS

his report hereafter presents a more detailed description of pub-
:ow H.ooo%m@m poﬂiﬁmmm mmp%.mm in by %W&WM: lawyers ﬂmpo have been
i i mbers of the Communist Party.

Hmwm%wmw%%uﬂﬁmo referred to below represent only a small @maomﬁ%@@o
of the identified Communists within the legal profession. They ﬁw@
been selected for inclusion in this report because they oMmbrm%.wQ -
terns of activity which have arouse the concern of this committee.
Tt should also be noted that their records here are limited to that in-
formation which is available in public hearings or 1n public ma-
terial contained in this committee’s files.

JOHN J. ABT, NEW YORK

:ttaker Chambers testified before this committee on August 3,
HwMMWMHnMe in the early 1930's John J. Abt was 2 member of the so-
called Ware-Abt-Witt group which was composed of Communist
Party members employed by various agencies of the United mmﬁmm
Government. Abt held legal posts with various United States om-
ernment agencies from 1933 until the summer of 1938; he was in ¢ m
Legal Division of the Agricultural Adjustment >m€55&§90~w o
the Agriculture Department when Chambers knew r.::.. Cham wu.m
stated that this underground Communist group to dﬁ:or Abt m_,w
longed was organized to carry out the Communist Party’s plan to wor
its members 1nto Emrw w.o:owgpwﬂﬁmw.wow.ﬁog in our (zovernment,

i jonage as one of its eventual objectives. ]

SHWJMMHWM% Hm.wmbsm\uﬁ who served as courier between Soviet-agents Ewm
Communist employees of the Federal Government in the early 1940’s,
described another so-called “Perlo group” of Communists 1n the Gov-
ernment in sworn testimony before this committee on July 31, Hmmw
\The Perlo group, according to Miss Bentley, was an csmmumeosﬁ

group of Communists which had been operating since the early 1930’s
¢ the Federal Government and which had been collecting informa-
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tion for the benefit of the Soviet Union for some years. Miss Bentley
testified that John Abt was the leader of the Perlo group before she
herself took it over in March 1944, and that she met Mr. Abt twice for
the purpose of being mtroduced to the members of the group.

At a hearing by this committee on August 20, 1948, Abt was given
an opportunity to refute these charges, mzn declined to answer ques-
tions regarding them on the grounds of possible self-incrimination.
As a witness before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee on
May 26, 1953, he again invoked the fifth amendment in refusing to
answer questions regarding Communist activities.

In 1948, John Abt became special counsel for the Progressive Party,
a Communist-controlled organization through which the Communists
were enabled to present their candidates for elective office under other
than a Communist label. Abt was a delegate to the second annual con-
vention of the Progressive Party held in 1948 at the Knickerbocker
Hotel, Chicago. He was a member of the national committee in 1950
and a member of the committee on candidates’ declaration in 1952.
The same year he was secretary of the platform committee of the
third national convention, held at the Ashland Auditorium in Chicago.
,HHWWM Progressive Party held a dinner to celebrate his 50th birthday in

John Abt was active in the Civil Rights Congress, an organization
formed in 1946 as a merger of two other Communist-front organiza-
tions (International Labor Defense and the National Federation for
Constitutional Liberties) and dedicated to the defense of individual
Communists and the Communist Party. By making special appeals
in behalf of civil liberties, the Civil Rights Congress reached far be-
yond the confines of the Communist Party itself.

In 1953 the Civil Rights Congress held a “Peoples Conference To
Fight the McCarran Law Persecutions and McCarthyism.” Abt de-
livered the keynote address in which he attacked the Internal Security
Act as an American kind of fascism aimed at paralyzing all opposi-
tion. “The act,” he said, “is rooted in the Big Lie of our time —the
lie as to the nature of communism.” He declared that the Communist
Humz.mwhm “condemned for views which concededly may be true and
good.’

This speech was later published by the Civil Rights Congress in
booklet form. In order to lend greater weight to his Communist
Party line analysis the booklet listed some of his former positions:
“Mr. Abt was formerly chief counsel to the La Follette Civil Liberties
Committee (Senate Committee on Education and Labor); special
assistant to the United States Attorney General; and general counsel
of the CIO Amalgamated Clothing Workers.” ,

In 1937 John Abt was employed by the Department of Justice as an
assistant to the Attorney Geeneral in charge of the trial section of

‘the Antitrust Division. He was at the same time a member of the

committee on civil rights and liberties of the National Lawyers
Guild, cited as the foremost legal bulwark of the Communist Party,
which, since its inception, has never failed to rally to the legal defense
of the Communist Party and individual members thereof, including
known espionage agents.

The November—December 1945 issue of the Lawyers Guild Review,
organ of the National Lawyers Guild, contained an article by Abt

30774 0—59—5
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O.oBEcEmﬁ-oobS.o:mm organizations as the San Francisco chapter of
the Civil Rights Congress.

SELMA _MICKELS BACHELIS, owrum.,owzg

Selma Bachelis was identified Wm a Boa_umﬁu of ﬂrmUOoBmEEmn H_“pnmw
in Los Angeles by the following former party members in sworn testi-
mony vmmomg S&W committee: David Aaron, January 23, 1952; Albert
Herzig, January 23, 1952; A, Marburg Yerkes, January 24, 1952; Wil-
liam G. Israel, January 25, 1952; Milton Tyre, December 14, 1951;
and Charlotte Darling Adams, June 2, 1953, i .

Mrs. Bachelis was Mmmoigm in 1950 in the Communist organ, Daily
People’s World, as a local Civil Rights Congress attorney. She was
then engaged by the CRC to represent three women @H.H.omﬁmm for pass-
ing out to Lockheed aircraft workers leaflets entitled “What Are
U.S. Troops Doing in Korea?” Mrs. Bachelis had signed an appeal
issued in 1948 by the Los Angeles chapter of the Civil Rights Congress
in behalf of individuals cited for eontempt for refusing to answer ques-
tions before a grand jury investigating Communist activities in Los
Angeles. She was also one of the financial contributors to the publica-
tion of the Civil Rights Congress booklet entitled, “Civil Rights
Congress Tells the Story.” ) )

Emm Bachelis mbmoumwm the candidacy of LaRue McCormick, candi-
date for the California State Senate on the Communist Party ticket in
1942. In the same year, she sponsored petitions for the release of
Earl Browder from a Federal penitentiary, and sent greetings to the
Second Soviet Anti-Fascist Youth Conference in Moscow.

In a letter to the editors of the West Coast Communist publication,
the Daily People’s World, on February 29, 1952, Mrs. wwﬁﬁ.mrm. noted
that the editors were then defendants in Smith Act proceedifigs by the
Government and concluded that the paper “deserves support of all
vonr countrymen who value the precious tradition of free press.”

HARRIET BOUSLOG, HAWAII -

Harriet Bouslog (Mrs. Harold Sawyer) was identified as a member
of the Communist Party in Hawaii by a former fellow party member,
Jack Kawano, who testified before this committee on July 6, 1951.

She was also identified as a Communist Party member by former.

Communist Dorothy Funn, who appeared as a witness before the
committee on May 4, 1953. Mrs. Bouslog appeared as a witness before
the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee at hearings held in
Hawaii on December 5, 1956, and invoked the fifth amendment in
refusing to answer questions H.mmpa&sw Communist affiliations.
Since the mid-1940’s, Mrs. Bouslog has served as attorney for the
International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union, which was
expelled from the CIO in 1950 for adhering to the Communist Party
line. Mrs. Bouslog was legal representative for the ILWU in Wash-
ington, D. C., from approximately 1943 until the middle of 1946. It
was during this period that Mrs, Funn testified she had associated
with Mrs. Bouslog in Communist Party activities in Washington. . In
1946, Mrs. Bouslog returned to the Territory of Hawaii, where she has
since served as legal representative for the ILWU in the Territory.
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Mrs, Bouslog’s activities in behalf of the Communist Party in
‘Hawaili were described by Mr. Kawano., In Communist discussions
prior to the emergence of the Communist Party of Hawaii as an open,
rather than underground, organization in 1948, Mrs. Bouslog argued
that an aboveground party apparatus would help both the party and
the ILWU, Kawano reported, Mrs. Bouslog, he said, observed that
the ILWU had been taking the brunt of opposition to Communist
activities and that some of this opposition could be diverted to an
open Communist Party.

The degree of influence among non-Communists that can be at-
tained by a Communist working as a member of the legal profession

" was strikingly demonstrated by Mr. Kawano’s testimony regarding

Mrs. Bouslog and another ILWU attorney in Hawaii, Myer C. Sym-

onds.® Mr. Kawanosaid:
© * * * ag far as the influence of the two lawyers, Harriet Bous-
log and. Myer C. Symonds, is concerned, they have made quite a
reputation for themselves in the islands. There are a lot of inde-
pendent people outside of the labor movement today looking up
to them as good lawyers. I have heard a lot of rumors among
outsiders—because today I am one of the outsiders—and the talk
among outsiders today 1s that, if you have a case and you cannot
afford to lose the case, then the Jawyer to get is either Bouslog
or Symonds, because they work for a cheap fee, and work like the
dickens, and usually win the case. * * *

Another thing. A lot of people who are not Republican and
not Democratic, but to some extent used to have personal friends,
some had Republican friends and some Democratic friends, and
whenever they had problems they used to run up tothe Republi-
cans or to Democrats, today they are running to Bouslog and

. *Symonds. Those people are not the most influential people in
town, but they are influential and a lot of people are following
them. * * * Theinfluence of Harriet Bouslog is growing * * *.2

Harriet Bouslog acted as one of the defense attorneys for seven
defendants in Hawaii tried and convicted of conspiracy to advocate
violent overthrow of the United States Government. Mrs. Bouslog
was found guilty of “gross misconduct” during the course of her
appearance as counsel during this Smith Act trial, and the Territorial
supreme court, by unanimous action on April 6, 1956, ordered Mrs.
Bouslog suspended from the practice of law for 1 year.

Richard Kageyama, a former Communist Party member in Hawaii,
who testified frankly before the committee regarding his knowledge
of Communist activities in the Territory, described an attempt by
party officials to prevent him from giving information to the com-
mittee. Mr. Kageyama said that, prior to the arrival of the com-
mittee in the Territory, he had been visited by Charles Fujimoto,
chairman of the Territorial Communist Party, and warned not to be
a “stool pigeon.” Mr. Kageyama was advised by Mr. Fujimoto to
take any subpena he might receive from this committee to lawyer

2 Myer C. Symonds appearedi as a witness before the Senate Internal Security Subcom-
mittee on December 5, 1956, and invoked the fifth amendment rather than answer questions
regarding Communist Party membership or activities.

% Hearings Regarding Communist Actlvities in the Territory of Hawaii, pt. 4, House
Committee on Un-American Activities, July 6, 1951, pp. 50 and 51.
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log. Easter J. Doyle, another former Communist Party mem-
_Huw%.sw%m cooperated ?:W as a witness before the committee, also in-
formed the committee that he had disregarded instructions from
Ernest Arena, an identified Communist and local ILWU official, to
take any subpena from this committee to ILWU Lawyers Bouslog
and Symonds. . o .

One of the Communist-front organizations in which Mrs. Bouslog
has been active is the Hawaii Civil Liberties OoBE:.HmmN an ostensible
civil-rights group which this committee found to be the Bmmm effective
sounding board for communism in the Territory of Hawaii.,” HCLC
records in the possession of the committee show that the front organi-
zation has made a number of financial disbursements to Mrs. Bouslog
for “legal expenses,” among them her work in connection with the
defense of two identified Communists dismissed from teaching posi-:
tions in the Territory. Mrs. Bouslog has frequently been a featured
speaker at HCLC meetings. When the HCLC, in 1948, sponsored a
speaking tour of the islands by Celeste Strack, openly avowed edu-
cational director of the California Communist Party, Mrs. Bouslog
shared the speaking platform with Miss Strack at her Honolulu

ure. )
Hmowﬁmum. Bouslog was elected a member-at-large of the executive board
of the National Lawyers Guild at the 1956 and 1957 conventions of the
guild. MAURICE LOUIS BRAVERMAN, MARYLAND

Maurice Braverman was known to three witnesses who testified
before this committee as a member of the top-level district committee
which governed the Communist Party organization within the Uum-
trict om Columbia and the State of Maryland. Mr. Braverman’s
activities within the Communist Party were described by Henry
Thomas, active in the District of Columbia Communist Party from
the late 1930s until 1949, who testified on December 6, 1950; by
Dorothy Funn, a party member in Washington, D. C., from 1943 to
1946, who testified on May 4, 1953; and by Mary mamﬂsw.gpuwﬁea,
a Federal Bureau of Investigation undercover agent within the party
from 1943 to 1950, who testified on July 11, 1951.

Mrs. Markward stated that Mr. Braverman did legal work for the
Communist Party. As an example, she said he handled the legal
action involved in a $1,500 legacy to the Communist Party in Wash-
ington, D. C., in the mid-1940’s. The party, which had temporarily
changed its name to the Communist Political Association, had to
prove it was the same organization as that designated by the legacy.

Mr. Braverman appeared as attorney for William Rosen, wher: the
latter was subpenaed before this committee in August and September
1948 for the purpose of clarifying certain aspects of the Alger Hiss
case. Mr. Rosen on both occasions invoked the fifth amendment in
refusing to give any information to the committee relating to the
Hiss case or to his own current activities in the Communist Party.
Thereafter, the committee called Mr. Braverman as a witness on
September 9, 1948, explaining that it was interested in knowing if
the Communist Party had instructed him to prevent Rosen from testi-
fying frankly. Mr. Braverman, admitting to the committee that he
had provided legal representation for the Communist Party in the
past, refused on grounds of self-incrimination to state whether or not
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he was a member of the Communist Party or whether or not the party
put him in touch with Rosen as a client. A member of the committee
then advised Mr. Braverman that: “The caliber of the answers of
Mr. Rosen, your client, raises grave suspicion in the minds of the com-
mittee that a conspiracy to commit contempt has been established.
This committee and all othér committees of Congress will continue
to have all the respect for the efforts of the law and lawyers, attorneys,
but it is not beyond the bounds of possibility that an attorney, too, is
a traitor to his country.”

In 1951, he was arrested along with other Maryland Communist
Party leaders under provisions of the Smith Act; during the follow-
ing year he was tried and convicted of violating the Smith Act by
conspiring to advocate forceful overthrow of the United States Gov-
ernment; his sentence was a $1,000 fine and a 3-year prison term,
completed in 1955. Subsequent to his conviction under the Smith Act,
Mr. Braverman was barred from practice in Maryland courts and
Federal courts. ,

Mr. Braverman’s service to Communist-front organizations in-
cluded membership on a special committee of the Baltimore chapter
of the National Lawyers Guild in 1946. After his indictment under
the Smith Act in 1951, Mr. Braverman accepted an invitation of the
guild’s student chapter at Yale University to address Yale law
students in the law school auditorium. In a subsequent interview
appearing in the Daily Worker, Mr. Braverman boasted that, as a
result of his speech at Yale University, many law students showed
concern that the Government was prosecuting Communists under the
Smith Act and that some law students were so impressed they offered
to help Mr. Braverman with “legal research” for his defense as a
Smith Act defendant. Mr. Braverman, although indicted on criminal
charges of conspiracy to advocate violent overthrow of our Govern-
ment, had given the students the usual party-line propaganda that
the Government was using the Smith Act “to stop the peace move-
ment and the fight for Negro rights.”

Mr. Braverman has also signed his name to a Communist propa-
ganda statement issued by the Baltimore County Committee for
Peace, and has sent greetings to a national gathering of the Com-

Wcimn-oosqo:mm American Committee for Protection of Foreign
orn. .

JOHN CAUGHLAN, WASHINGTON STATE

John Caughlan was identified as 2 member of the Communist Party
in Seattle by two former party members, Elizabeth Boggs Cohen and
Barbara Hartle. These witnesses, testifying before this committee on
May 28, 1954, and June 16, 1954, respectively, both stated that Mr.
Caughlan handled the Communist Party’s legal work. In addition to
rmzﬁw::m law cases involving the party, Mrs. Hartle reported that Mr.
Caughlan’s duties as party attorney included advisin party func-
tionaries of procedures to be followed in regard. to su penas served
by the Washington State Committee on Un-American Activities dur-
ing that committee’s investigation of local Communist activities.

Mr. Caughlan was subpenaed as a witness before this committee on
June 19, 1954, but refused to answer all questions regarding mem-
bership in the Commiinist Party on grounds of the fifth amendment.
Om:m% again as a witness on December 14, 1956, Mr. Caughlan denied
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Mr. Garry was subpenaed as a witness by the committee on June 21,
1957, but refused to answer questions regarding activities in the Com-
munist Party on the grounds of possible self-incrimination. .

Communist-run organizations and campaigns in the Northern Cali-
fornia area have been able to rely on Mr. Garry both for legal services
and for leadership roles.’ . .

The subversive Civil Rights Congress retained Mr. Garry in 1949
and 1952 to represent a number of defendants involved in legal pro-
ceedings in San Francisco. In 1949, he also served as spokesman for
a delegation—organized by the Civil Rights Congress—which ap-
peared before a local United States attorney to protest contempt sen-
tences meted out to various identified Communists in Los Angeles for
failing to answer Federal grand jury questions. He was featured as
a speaker at local Civil Rights Congress propaganda rallies, such as an
October 1949 mass meeting in San Yrancisco which raised $5,000 for a
bail fund for Communist Party defendants in legal proceedings, and
an October 1953 mass meeting oxzoE:Om the Wesley Wells case. His
name appeared on the San Francisco Civil Rights Congress petition
to halt deportation proceedings against identified Communist aliens
John Santo, Michael Obermeier, Alex Bittelman and Claudia Jones.

A member of the National Lawyers Guild since he was admitted to
the bar in 1938, Mr. Garry represented the San Francisco chapter of
the guild in submitting a brief against a local Communist registration
ordinance in 1950. In that year, he was listed as a member of the
executive board of the San Francisco chapter. Mr. Garry served as
president of the chapter from 1951 through 1954. As chapter pres-
dent, he signed a National Lawyers Guild friend of the court brief
in 1954 in behalf of Mrs. Edith Brooks, who had been denied admis-
sion to the bar of California after refusing to tell a bar examining
‘committee whether or not she had ever been a member of the Com-
munist Party.

Mr. Garry was a delegate from the Bay area to the guild’s national
convention mn 1954. At the 1956 national convention, he appeared as
a panel speaker and was elected by the convention to the guild’s na-
tional executive board. He was reelected to the executive board at the

1957 national convention, where he also served as chairman of the
nominating committee.

In 1948, as a candidate of the Independent Progressive Party, Mr.
Garry unsuccessfully sought election to the United States House of
Representatives from California’s Fifth Congressional District. He
again attempted to gain a House seat with the same Communist-
controlled political backing in a special election held in 1949,

As a political candidate in 1948, Mr. Garry announced his opposi-
tion to the Mundt-Nixon anti-Communist bill, the provisions of
which became part of the Internal Security Act of 1950. Ata series
of public meetings during the same year, he was billed as a speaker
against this so-called “police state” legislation and on one occasion
personally joined a delegation to the San Francisco Board of Super-
visors urging a board resolution to Congress against the bill. In his
1949 campaign for Congress, Mr. Garry’s speeches continued to em-
phasize his opposition to official action against the Communist con-
spiracy. Typical was his radio speech in October 1949 in which he
branded the Taft-Hartley Act, loyalty checks, deportations, and the
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Smith Act trial of 11 national Communist Party leaders in New York
as “part of the curtain of fear being drawn about our liberties.”

In 1951, Charles Garry was publicized as being one of the signers

of a number of statements protesting the United States Supreme
Court’s action in upholding the conviction of top Communist Party
leaders under the Smith Act} the statements called for outright repeal
of the anti-Communist legislation. Mr, Garry in 1953 was one of the
signers of a motion asking the United States Supreme Court. for per-
mission to file a brief for a rehearing for Baltimore, Md., Communist
Party leaders convicted under the Smith Act.
. -Other Communist, fronts in which Mr. Garry played a leading role
include the California Labor School and the International Workers
Order, which scheduled him as featured speaker. The TWO has been
cited as one of the most effective and closely knit organizations among
Communist-front movements. Mr. Garry has also acted as an official
sponsor and meeting chairman for the San Francisco Committee To
Save the Rosenbergs.

RICHARD GLADSTEIN, CALIFORNIA

Richard Gladstein, who has spent a large part of his time in the
defense of Communist. causes, was identified as a member of the Com-
munist Party by Dr. Jack Patten in sworn testimony before this
committee on June 19, 1957,

Mr. Gladstein was admitted to the bar in 1931. With Aubrey

Grossman, another identified Communist, he opened a law firm in-

San Francisco in 1936. They were credited in the Daily People’s
World with training the staffs for the Los Angeles law firm of Mar-
golis & McTernan, mwo Honolulu firm of Bouslog & Symonds and the
Oakland firm of Edises and Treuhaft. It is interesting to note that
all of these lawyers except Symonds *” have been publicly identified
as members of the Communist Party in sworn testimony before this
commlttee. .

In 1949 Gladstein was one of the panel of attorneys defending the
11 national Communist leaders tried under the Smith Act. His
abusive treatment of the court in this instance led Judge Medina to
cite him for contempt of court and impose upon him a sentence of 6
months in jail. This report has already made reference to the fre-
quent and deliberate efforts on the part of the defense attorneys to
inject Communist propaganda into the record of this trial.

Mr. Gladstein served as official attorney for the Marine Cooks and
Stewards Association of the Pacific, which was expelled from the
CIO in 1950 for adhering to the Communist Party line. While serv-
Ing as attorney, he worked vigorously to promote Communist control
not only over the Marine Cooks union but other waterfront unions.
This was documented in an affidavit submitted to the California Com-
mittee on Un-American Activities in December 1946 by William P, M.
Brandhove. Brandhove, who had been in the merchant marine for
15 years, stated he had become increasingly aware of the influence
of Communists in the Marine Cooks mzm Stewards Union and he
determined to gain membership in the Communist Party in order to

# Myer C. Symonds appeared before the Senate H,n 1 i
cember 5, 1956. and invoked the fifth amend in Teaponse to midetieocommitte on De
munist Party membership and activitles, ndment In response to quéstions regarding Com-
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see what methods the Communists were using. He cultivated the
friendship of one of the leading Communists in the maritime union
field. »Pmmw a 4-month indoctrination period, Brandhove became a
member of the Communist Party in February 1945 under the sponsor-
ship of Hugh Bryson, president of the union. .

s a member of the party Brandhove discovered that Communists
controlled the Marine Cooks and Stewards Union through the installa-
tion of Communists in official union positions and through rigged

" union meetings. ] .

Brandhove related that in April 1945, a top Communist fraction
meeting was held at the home of Bryson, with Richard Gladstein,
official union lawyer, acting as chairman. According to Brandhove,
Gladstein announced that there would be a convention of the Marine
Cooks and Stewards Union in July to adopt a new constitution. Glad-
stein allegedly boasted that the Communist Party had managed to get
complete control of the finances and policy of the National Maritime
Union, after the union adopted a Communist-rigged constitution.
(Yladstein then stated that the party had difficulty in getting “funds for
furthering its program” from the Marine Cooks treasury under the
existing constitution and that he had instructions from the party to
prepare a new constitution for the Marine Cooks and Stewards Union
for presentation and passage at the July convention. It was agreed at
the fraction meeting that the best method of no:ﬂao:Em the Marine
Cooks convention would be to have party members assigned through the
dispatchers’ office’ to different ships, preferably coastwise, and notify
only those ships where comrades were presently assigned that a
convention was to take place.

Just prior to the convention, a meeting was held of all party mem-
bers and fellow travelers. Brandhove reported that Richard Glad-
stein told them that a well organized, harmonious convention could
best be achieved by advance agreement on strategy and committee
arrangements.

Despite the fact that Brandhove, by exposing the Communist plot,
made a desperate attempt to stop passage of Gladstein’s constitution
at the convention, he was unable to muster more than seven supporters
who were delegates to the Communist-packed convention.

In 1947 the American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born
appointed Gladstein to be its local counsel in San Francisco. His work
for the ACPFB was sufficient to win from the organization public
praise for “contributing unselfishly” of his time.

Gladstein was among those who signed a letter sponsored by the
Civil Rights Congress in 1948 protesting the deportation of Commu-
nists. A member of the National Lawyers Guild, he was elected vice
president of the organization in 1950. When the guild held its 19th
annual convention in November 1954, Gladstein was a delegate to the
convention from the Bay area. He was associate editor of the Lawyers
‘Guild Review in 1948,

Richard Gladstein has frequently used his legal training and speak-
ing ability to serve Communist-controlled organizations as a public
speaker and law analyst. In 1947 he was asked to analyze the Taft-
Hartley law for the leaders of the United Office and Professional

1 Workers of America at a conference called to develop a fighting pro-
gram to protect members against what the UOPWA called “this
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vicious” legislation. The UOPWA was expelled from the CIO in
1950 for its adherence to the Communist Party line.

After the Smith Act conviction of the national Communist leaders,
Gladstein made a speaking tour of major West Coast cities, addressing
laswyers and reading to them excerpts from the trial. The National
Guardian, a publication which has manifested itself from the begin-
ning as a virtual official propaganda arm of Soviet Russia, in com-
menting on the tour, reported that people to whom the excerpts were
read were astounded at the lack of justice and fair play on the part
of Judge Medina,

In 1951, the California Labor School scheduled Gladstein as head of
a panel of attorneys who would discuss the recent California Commit-
tee on Un-American Activities hearings and would explain how people
might “protect their rights” against “these un-American activities
committees.” :

_When the American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born used
his services as a speaker on one occasion in 1951, Gladstein was adver-
tised as a noted constitutional authority who would analyze “the
Walter-McCarran Act; Death to American Liberty.”

AUBREY W. GROSSMAN, CALIFORNIA

Aubrey Grossman was identified as a Communist in sworn testimony
before this committee on six different occasions. The Communist
Party itself has publicized Mr. Grossman’s role as one of its leaders
and functionaries. :

Grossman appeared as a witness before this committee on December
11, 1956, and refused to answer all questions concerning the Commu-
nist Party, basing his refusal on the protection of the fifth amendment.
. MMMU% Richard Gladstein, he opened a law firm in San Francisco
in 1936,

Grossman was defense attorney for Earl King in the King-Ramsay-
Conner murder trial in the late 1930%, Sworn testimony before this
committee showed that although King was an identified Communist
the principal reason for the Communist Party’s interest in the case
was that it gave the party an opportunity to ridicule and discredit the
prosecuting attorney. A publicity campaign was launched which cost
the party over $16,000, raised by assessing members of the various
trade-union movements. Despite this effort, the campaign failed. .

By 1945 Lawyer Aubrey Grossman had achieved such stature within
the party that he was given the position of educational director of the
Communist Party for the city and county of San Francisco, and was
appointed alternate delegate to the Communist Party convention in
New York. This was a convention of 93 handpicked delegates who
were obligated in advance to insist on the reconstitution of the Com-
munist Party, previously known as the Communist Political Associa-
%Hmﬁ:v and the ouster of Earl Browder in conformity with the Duclos
etter,

The Civil Rights Congress was founded in Detroit, in April 1946
under the direction of the Communist Party. It was created because
the party’s national committee felt there would be a need for a vital
and strong “civil rights” organization to take care of party members
who were likely to be implicated with the law as a result of the party’s

H
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Lee Pressman, and CGharles Kramer, members of the Communist
underground group who-were also employed by the Government.

In late 1940 Zm%:ﬁ Witt left the National Labor Relations Board
and entered private law practice.

Nathan Witt has held the official post of “the attorney or general
counsel” to the International Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Work-
ers since early 1941, with the exception of a short period during World
War IL.

Mr. Eckert testified that Nathan Witt in the 1940’s was one of the
top party men and a liaison between the Communist Party and various
unions that were under Gommunist control, includin the Mine, Mill
and Smelter Workers. The witness said Mr. Witt requently trans-
mitted various party directives to the mine-mill union which were
then put into effect by the union. Mr. Eckert also testified that
Nathan Witt attended many party meetings at which important de-
cisions affecting mine-mill were to be made,

Pooow&bm to Mr. Eckert, mine-mill was regarded by the Commu-
nist Party ®as one of the key unions in America because of its stra-
tegic position in the nonferrous metals industry” and also because
it had locals in Alaska in “close proximity to the Soviet Union.”
Mr. Eckert observed that mine-mill locals in Alaska, completely
dominated by the Communist Party, were only 40 miles from the
Soviet Union, _

In 1941 Nathan Witt was counsel for the United Federal Workers
of America, 2 Communist-dominated union. He was chief counsel for
the infamous New York Teachers Union Local 555 in the late 1940%s.

Mr. Witt appeared as a witness before the Committee on Un-Ameri.
can Activities in August 1948, September 1950, and for a third time
on March 1, 1956.  On all three occasions he invoked the fifth amend-
ment and refused to answer questions pertaining to the Communist
Party and his membership in it.

In the course of the hearing in 1950, Witt was confronted with a
letter dated October 16, 1940, which he as Secretary of the National
Labor Relations Board sent to the chairman of a special committee
of the House of Representatives to investigate the National Labor
Relations Board. In this letter, Mr. Witt wrote: “I am not now, nor
have I ever been, a member of the Communist Party, a ‘Communist
sympathizer’ or one who ‘hews to the Communist Party line,” ”

gw. Witt, when under oath before the committee, refused, on the
grounds of self-incrimination, to state that he had sent the letter or
that the statements contained therein were true or false,

Nathan Witt has been an active participant in many other Com-
munist-controlled organizations, serving several in an official capacity.

He was a member of the national committes of the International
Juridical Association, a Communist-front organization fully de-
scribed earlier in this report.

Mr. Witt was counsel for, and 2 member of, the executive committee
of the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties, When this
Communist-front, organization was absorbed into the Civil Rights
Oo:mdomm at a 1946 conference, he was a member of the resolutions and
continuations committees at the conference. In 1949 he was listed as
an attorney for the Civil Rights Congress.
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Mr. Witt was a member of the board of directors of the New York
Conference for Inalienable Rights. This conference was called in
February 1941 to attack antisabotage legislation and the Rapp-
Coudert Committee investigating subversive activities in the New
York public-school system.

The Jefferson School of Social Science was cited as an adjunct of
the Communist Party. Mr, Witt in 1950 was on the board of trustees
of this front used to recruit new party members and sympathizers.

Other Cornmunist-front organizations which have had the support
of Nathan Witt are the Negro Labor Victory Committee, the Ameri-
can League for Peace and Democracy, the Citizens Victory Committee
for Harry Bridges, and the National Lawyers Guild.

CONCLUSION

This committee holds the legal profession of our Nation in the
highest esteem and considers the privilege of practicing law one of
the most cherished in our system of justice,

In issuing this report on legal subversion, the committee has sought
to focus attention upon a very small minority within the legal profes-
sion, The activities of this minority should not be permitted to cast
discredit upon the overwhelming majority of patriotic attorneys whose
work is vital to the very functioning of our democratic processes.
~ On the other hand, the paucity of lawyers publicly identified as
Communists must not be interpreted as meaning that their influence is
insignificant and without danger. In the legal as well as other fields,
the Communist Party emphasizes discipline and efficiency of members
over mere numbers. Any attempt to judge the influence of Com-
munists by their numbers, according to Dr. Frederick C. Schwarz,
executive director of the international Christian Anti-Communist
Crusade, is like—

trying to determine the validity of the hull of the boat by relating
the area of the holes to.the area which is sound. One hole can
sink the ship. Communism is the theory of the disciplined few
controlling and directing the rest. One person in a sensitive posi-
tion can control, manipulate, and, if necessary, destroy thousands
of others.

The committee again emphasizes that it has never conducted an
investigation solely directed toward determining the nature and extent
of Communist subversion through the instrumentality of the legal
profession. The committee nevertheless believes that this report, even
though limited to evidence obtained incidentally in the course of other
Investigations, offers more than ample grounds for prompt action by
those who would preserve the high standards of the American bar.




