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Selected pages from FBI Frank Marshall Davis file

Davis involved in underground Communist Party activities.

Davis interested in Communist Party as far back as 1931.

Davis is regarded as pro-Soviet.

Davis suggested by Communist official as a speaker for “Russian Book Week.”
Davis identified by CPUSA official as member of “the church” — the CPUSA.
Davis and wife identified as member of secret communist underground “group
10.”

Davis identified as CPUSA member in Chicago.

Davis said to be part of effort to infiltrate Hawaii Democratic Party.

Davis identified as interested in CPUSA as far back as 1931.

Davis admits involvement in CPUSA front organizations in Chicago.

Davis to leave Chicago for Hawaii and the ILWU.

Davis and wife involved in CPUSA.

Davis involved in CPUSA in Chicago.

Summary of Davis’s involvement in CPUSA and fronts.

Davis championed policies of Soviet Russia.

The pro-Russian views of Davis.

Davis’s marital difficulties interfere with CPUSA activities.

Davis said to be suspiciously photographing Hawaii coastlines.

Davis calls secret CPUSA member Paul Robeson the “great one.”

Davis involved with American Committee for Foreign Born, a CPUSA front.
Davis denounces “white man’s country” and “white imperiatism.”

J. Edgar Hoover authorizes transfer of Davis FBI file from Chicago to Hawaii.
Davis says that “white America” scared of Robeson.

Davis invited to party for communist Earl Browder.

Davis praises Russia.

Davis denounces U.S. intervention in Korean War and supports Russia.
Davis works on trip to Hawaii by Paul Robeson.

Davis involved in Hawaii Democratic Party.



29)
30)
31)
32)
33)
34)

Davis plants seeds of race hatred.

Davis is chairman of CPUSA front.

Davis identified as chairman of party for CPUSA official Patterson.
Davis still refuses to admit CPUSA membership.

Davis declares Hawaii CP “out of existence.”

Davis labeled anti-white.
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Davis has been described by[ '
as a former member of the CP. b6
Hon. rp g/s biC
Re:
SK.C
100-405326-1, p. 4
(1)

This reference sets out excerpts from Frank Marshall DO
Davis ! weekly column "Frank-ly Speaking” which appeared in L7C
the "HR" on the following dates: _

?/2,16,30/53; 8/13/53; and 9/10/53.

The 9/17/53 itasue of the "HR" oarried an article
on page 8 entitled "That Fifth Amendment" by Frank Marshall
Davis

Davis, "Honolulu Record"” staff writer. In the article
eriticized the "Honoluluy Star-Bulletin” for endorsing hg
Senate bill intended to in effeot nullify that section of the
Bill of Rights which atates that no person shall be compelled

to testify egaingt himself.”

on 10/6/33,’ L, formaer CP member,
agprised that fn Septe ., A8 was told by
that the CP in Hawaii was going underground and
was to be contact

reorganige into "groups of threes."

man for four groups which included group #10 with Marshall

Davis as the Chairman. In late 1950 his regular
| fook over

contacts with Davie. In April or ifa P
contacting Davis but in late 18551 resumed the Davisg
contact. He found his on remajn;ng; "group of threes'
contact was with Davis. 3tated that in 1952, gro
consisted only of Davis and his wife Davis told

that | was one of the M ut never reveale

the i1dentity of a third member. I gaid Davis was a CP
member in 1952. y

Hon. rpt., 10/15/53 ) )
Reg: CP-USA, District 13; i

IS-C

64.200-18-.408, p. 11, 12, 17,
18, 20, 22, 24, 27, 34

(2, 40)
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on 6/.;'¥ 0, Frank Marshall Davis was a principal
gpeaker at the "Freedom Jamboree” held at 50 S. Queen
Street, Hon. He lauded the HCLC, criticized police
brutality currently rampant in Honolulu and likened i%
to the firsat atages of the spread of Faciam., This affair
was jointly sponsored by the HCLC and ti Fomen 's
4duziliary, Local 20. : (Formsrjﬂ 2

Davis was a CP member ' '
Identity known to
SAC Hon.)

b2

Hon. rpt., 2/19/51 »7D
Re: Cominfil ILWFU;

IS-¢

100-52123-907, p. 82

(13)

SI as par. I above;
100.375805-1

(16)/

A

on 6/16/50, Frank Marshall Davis told | . that
he became interested ian the CP in 1931 while he was aditor

of the "Atlanta Daily World'. He stated that because of

his newspaper work in Hawaii he had intimate contact with D2
leaders of the Hawaiti CP. Hg urgedl to join the

CP. ) '

on 5/23/45,[___]identified Davie as a member of

the Carver Seocond Fard Fest CPR h of CGO.
) A source known to the b2
SAC b7D




The 4/21/47 issue of the "New York World Telaegram"
carried an article captioned "Pepper Revsaled As Columnist
On Left-Wing Paper." The article stated that Senator Claude
Pepper had been revealed-as a contributing columnist to the
weekly newspapar, "The Chicago Star" and that his fellow
columnists were Howard Fast and Frank Marshall Davis, both
of whom had been named in HCUA reports on Communiat front
organiagtions in the US.

Clipping of the above ariicle
94_4.684.- 4

(8)/

The 4/21/47 isaue of the "Washington News" carried
an article on page 20 captioned "Sen. Pepper’s Column Shows
Red Ink Blots'. The article stated that Senator Clauds
Pepper had "showed up' as a columnist on the weekly newspaper
"The Chicago Star", and that his fellow columnists were Howard
Fast and Fronk Marshall Davis, both of whom had been named in
HCUA reports on Communist-front erganizations in the US. The
article gtated that Fast and Davis had been listed on page 566
of the HCUA report {not further identified) as among the
.gpongors of the AYD.

The theme of Davis caolumn was stated to be that the
colored and calonial peoples of the world could expect nothing
?ood Srom the US. The article quoted Davis as having saild,
Phis leaves only the Soviet Union, which has abolished
ractam and color prejudice. To put it more pointedly, the
exploited, non-white nations are drawing close to Russia.”

Clipping of above aorticle
94-4-.884-4

(24)/
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| of the Chicago Council of American- bé
Soviet Friendship, contacted William Patterson for suggestions b7cC
regarding someone in the Negro community wvho would participate

in a symposium on 5/3/44, during Russian Book Week, to be

held at the Chicago Public Lidbrary. PFPatlterson suggested

Frank Marshgll Davis of the ANP., He stated Dauis was a

poet, very progressive, very much interested in the Soviet

Union, and was at that time, ga_inskructor at ALS.

CGO0 rpt., 5/4/44
RBes ALS; 18-C
"100-11507-256, p. 4
{17)"

on 4/29/44, Prdnk Marshall Davia visited “for a
short time", a dance given by the Sweehearts of Servicemen

(508} of the AYD, at the Hajef.ti.a_ia.tﬂ__”GO.
| lAYD Staff member, told Davis that
the University o inoi8 chopter of AYD, had regquested

him to speak before itheir club on 5/18/44. Davis was a

Sponsor of the University of fllinai&_ﬁlﬂ chapter. b2
: b6

, | tnvited Davis to attend an S0S biC
clud meeting, but Dauvis wesshunable to attend due to his b7D
social work in Cleveland, Qhiog, )
| 5/10/44)

CGO0 rpt., 7/3/14
Re: AYD; IS-C
61-777-9-94, p. 16, 21, 22

20
SI as par. 2 above
100.333868-4
(22)
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The April 1944 issue of the AYD magazine "'Spotlight"”
nomed Frank Marshall Pavis as one of AYD's national aponsora.

Fashington, D.C. rpt., 4/24/44

Res: AYD, rormerly Young Communist
Leaguey IS-C

61-777-53-24

(20}

SI 81-777-658

(20).

SI 100-15252-39, p., 186

(Not 1listed)

b2

In April 1944, William L. Patterson advised that b7D

Frank Marshall Davis, a new guest lecturer at ALS, was a

mnember of the "Church”, evide; ‘ng to the CP.
In April 1944, | |andlﬁr |
advised that thedLS was to advertise in the "Chicego Defender",

a new sesgion of the school which would appeal to the Negro
People and would feature the foct that therae were four famous

Negro teachers atithe SOhOOITJEELJﬁLEﬂiﬁh was Davis, b6
b7C

In April 1944, | |stated ALS had a
negreasg painter as teacher of children’s art and he,
would arrange with Davia for some publicity on the course.
[ lstated Davis ran a news service and that a Los
Angeleg paper had printed an article on the "Leadbelly”
clags at ALS, which information the paper had received. fronm
Davis ' news service.

CGO rpt., 4/25/44
Re: ALS; IS-C
1(00-11507.247, p. 4, 15, 18

(11

i
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Employments

Owner, Oahu Papesrs, 867 Ahua Street, Hefiolulu, and columnist
for thé Honolulu Record Publishing Co Sheridan Street,

Honolulu, which has been described by self-adnitied— T, H.

former member of the Communist Party-of Hawali from L9037-1949 and a
member of the Executive Board of the Communist Party in Hawaii for
geveral years, as publishers of the English~language weekly "Honoluly
Record™, whose editorial policies and slanting of the news wsre

" controlled by the Exeoutive Board of the Communist Party in Hawaii.

11. CONNECTIONS-WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY

L

I gelf-admitted former membexr of the _
Communist Party in Hawaii from 1947 to June 1952, made the following Q-T-H'

signed statement to SA 1EC S. BRENHEISEN on November 10, 1953

b6
Hovember 10, 1953
Honolulu, T, H. bic

"Ll | am going to make the following
voluntary statement to {BEQ S. BREUNEISEW, known to me a3 a
Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation., I em
willing to appear in court and testify to the following faoly
to be cross-pxamined by Counsel and faced by FRANK MARSEALL
DAVIS,

"I believe it was in 1949 in Honolulu, T« He when I first met

FRAWK MARSHALL DAVIS at a social function sponsored by the

Hawaii Civil Liberties Committee, I had previously joined the

Communist Party in Sen Francisco in 1946 and trensferred my

membership in January, 1947 to the Communigt. Party of Hawaii., b6
In 1850 after the Comunist Fardy ha tducted o series of T‘_U, b7C.
control interviews known -to me a&s a - )

Communist Party Orgemizer, voldime '%ﬂty was being

reorganized and was going underground. oxplained tome - -
that the Party was being broken down into "Groups of 3's" and.

that I was being made chairman of Group #6 and in addition given

the assignment of being contact man for my own group and four

- -
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bther groups. advised me that Chairman of Group #10
was FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS and I was to contact him at DAVIS?

office, then mainteined in a building of the Crown Trangfer
Company in the Damon Tract near the Airport.

"Late in the fall of 1950, I stap¥ed contacting FRANK MARSHALL
DAVIS in comnection with Commug#st Party matters, and relaying
to him information receivad f{Fonm nvJannaninr_nnntaai_in_:ha
Communist Party, either T
"During a portion of 1950, 1951 arid part of 1952, I conbinued
contacting FRANK MARSHALL DA and also transmittegdr@ues for the 6
Communist Party received f m him to my contact vo. During h7C
the period of my , FRANK MARSHALLYBAVIS, he advised
me that his wife - &s\a Bomber of Group 10, I was never
advised of the identity of a third of that group, or the facht ,
that there was a third member in the group. During a portion jzt&
of 1951} | took over contacts with the
DAVIS group but I resumed contacting DAVIS in 1952 and ocon-
tinued meeting him on Communist Party matters wntil I left the
Party in June of that yeara

"1 have previously mentioned having obsorved FRANK MARSHALL
DAVIS at a social function of the Hawaii Civil Liberties
Committee in 1949, In 1951, I was elected Treasurer of the
Hawaii Civil Ripghts Congress, formerly the Hawaii Civil Libertiss
Committee. During 1851 and 1952, DAVIS was & member of the
Haweii Civil Ripghts Congress and attended both regular meetings
and social functions sponsored by that organizmtion.

"0Of course I have also known FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS as the -
columnist and author of "Frankly Spealdng” in the "Honolulu
Record.” I hawe abtended Communist Party Section Committee
meetings end ¥now that this paper was controlled and started

.up by thes Executive Board of Communist Party of Hawaii. In late
1950, I recall having conversation with DAVIS when he pointed
out that he was the only one comnsistently plugging thas "Peace
Line." At that time, of course, "Peace in Korea' was the
accepted Communist Party line.

"/s/ 1 have read the above statement. It is the truth. »

/%/' -~ —~—
"Witnessed this 10th day of November, 1953, at Honolulu, T.He
/8/ 1Leo S, Bremneisen, SA, FBI, Honolulu, T.H, "

-3 =
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B. RESIDENCE

Gare of Hauula Post Office, Oahu, T.H.j House is located
between Kaliuwaa and Punaluu, Gahu, about 100 feet beyond the turn
to Sacred Foresi, and is the third house from the Ching Tong Sing
Store on the beach side toward Haunla.

II. CONNECTIONS WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY

Confidential Informan of known reliability, and a
fommer member of the Communist Party from September 1946 to Feb-
ruary 1948, advised on Mareh 5, 1953, that she understood DAVIS
to bes a Communist Party Member because DAVIS had acknowledged his b2
membership to her, and she recalled seeing him at a few meetings
of the Communist Party Cultural Club in Chicago. Informant also b7/D
advised that DAVIS taught a course entitled ®Jazz" at the Abraham
Lincoln School in Chicago in 1946.

The aAbraham Lincoln School, Chicago, Illincis, has been
cited as a subversive organization by the U. 8, Attorney General
under Bxecutive Order 10450.

. Confidential Informan of known reliability, who is
acquainbed with Communist activiTies in the Territory of Hawaii,
advised on September 7, 1953, that he knew of no information that
would connect the subject directly to the Communist Party in the
Territory of Hawaii.

III. ACTIVITIES IN CCMMUNISTS FRONTS

A. HAWAIT CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS (HCRC)

The Hawaii Civil Rjights Congress, an affiliate of the
Civil Rights Congress, is a subversive organization coming within
the purview of Executive Order 10450 under which the U. S. Attorney b
General cited the Civil Rights Congress and all of its affiliates
and subversive organizations. b7D

Confidential Ini‘ormantl of known reliability, advised
on May 31, 1953, .that as of that date the subject had been elected
President of the HCRC and upon accepting the presidency, stated that
as Americans we are at the Stalingrad point in human rights. 1t is
time to defend such rights with our lives, hs conbinued, stating
everyons should let pecople know the HCRC stands behind the Consti-
tution and the Bill of Rights, and that all members should become
thoroughly familiar with the Bill of Ripghts, By doing this, the
members can alleviats the fear some people may have in participating
in current HCRC activities.

2.
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.7 "A.nd if there is fio shooting wwer ab the momentr,
e ,.13 .not, the niext begt'thing a brink-of-war economy with
.-+ billiens set -aside to- purchase ‘thé producfs of this industry **
S for stockpilin# t«o be used when another war can be arrangad? ,'-_

Sl E - “That, it sbems tb me, %8 i'ahe kev to oun. present
R powder-keg diplomacy with Russia and any ‘other nation not
h _vrill:mg to let our monster bﬂlion dcllar corporations step-
in and grab hugs profits, We'call it 'preserving. demodracy?
‘nhen the real Purpose obncusly is preserving dwidends. o

k)

R | il POLITEOAL ACTIVITEES " R T

oY Gml_ldevntlal Mormant :Iui‘vised in Apnl of 3.950s that b7D
' :.t a'cpea.red that masbers of the subversive element in Honolulu were con=
centrating thair efforts on infﬂtratim of the ﬁemgra’aze Party thiough
" coptrol ol Preairelt Clubs and organizationgs. He said they werc.spending
-congiderable virg rrming suwoport for theilr candidates in theése Prepinct
Club eleckionsy In tns reexd, he noted on ~pril 6, 1950, that aubjew R
had been eldcbed Lssishant Secretary and Delegate to the Teprritorisl
. Democratic, Oon‘srm.,ion in hia Precmct. club, which is the Third Preci:nct
of the F}.’.‘tﬁ si:r-lr'

.‘ - ' . - ._;_.

L ' _ "’hc et *ndance of D.WIS at. the Territorial Democra.t:l.c ,b2
Convention was vori?ied by Confidential Informant ] This ctnventiicn b6
‘i'.oc:k plac::: o dprril 30 at Kslakana Intemedlate School. . L b7C

Tl e 'Ijad.vlsed that ‘on May 10, 1950, suhject 1s;med ak b7D
C drawn ons tbe "Bishop National Bank su the amount of $60.00 to &
' The purpgse of the: check, aé noted on the face of rb, was “Loah 1o
Democratm Precinct Glub. AT L P

“at

; S "‘b“ Anf 'f‘omation cannot be used in court mthout t‘ze
' ':i_samame of & aubooena. L - ‘

1.

B PR VIIL, mscmmmous S A T

UL a.s::erta_.ned- thiat Gn Seoheier 10, 1.950,, PAVES enter | . b2
_tanned a ené:'i_ fm - o"r. people a‘s his hom. On this occas.mn, he paqs:c'v 7D
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“svnopsisoF FACTs:  Subjectls bus:x.ness addrass is now 105 P Roag,
S Honolulu, He admitted to an informant he became
interested in tha Communist Party in 1931 and wrged

_informemt to- join the Commmist Party. However, he
clained Commmist Party of Hawedii was built around

" a group of vhite chauvi.nists vwho do not fully

.. .vnderstand the besic principles underlying ths .

) . Communist Party, In regent months he has sent “tiva

S S = checks to the International Workers Order. Subject

- . . -+ 7 .has been active in affairs of the Hawaii Civil ‘
" Liberties, a Communist fromt, and occupies the
position of Chairman of the Legal Action Commitice
of this organization. On June 29, 1950, u= issued
,'a @550,00 check to the Honoluin Record, He
‘continues to write a weekly column for this
publication and in recent months has condemned

S - '.  the conviction of HARRY BRIDGES, the House .

s .. .. ¥ Committes on Un~American Act:.u'blaa, United States

e intervention in Xoreaz, and the Comminist Control -

-*Bill, Subject is.-Assistant Secretary of his - .

Democratic Party Precinet Club, and was a Delegate oo

to the Territoria) Democratic Conventlon. e
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‘recruits. for tha Gonmunist Party . . Inex of the International Workes
‘Opder, This informant stated thatl sald she had dbeen

charged by the Chicago Executive Poard of the Communist Party with the
‘responsibility of organizing negroes throughout the nation into an

autonomist national group. saclety and that subject was working with her in b2

thia connsct:.on. . “ . ] » -

. : I . . : b6
Confidefbial Informa.nt Jof Chicago, reported on b7C

* March g, 1945 tha organizer for the South Side Council, b7D

Conmunist Political Association, told this informant that DAVIS was at
that time a 'member of the Commumist Pol1t1ca1 Angocigtion in Chicago. .

| On Moy 22, 1945, Confidential Informent] __Jturhished informa=
- tion +that subjeot was at that time a member of the Carver Second Ward, '
West, Conmunlst Political Association Club. of Chicago, Illinoises Informa-
tion was received from the Kapsas’ C:.ty Office, as furnished to that-offiece b2
by Confidential Informant. in May, 1949, According to this i{nforment, b7D
- WALTER.S+ STEELE,- Editar of the National Republican, had testified before
the Un~Amerioan Activities COJmnittee, that FRANK MARSRALL DAVIS was a L
Zaculty member of the. Abrahem Iincoln School, a Communist Froit orga.mzation
whore Communist philosophy is. taught, in Ghica.ga, Illinois, STEBIE wasz. .
said to have described DAVIS.as the leader of the American Negro Congress,
which he: said is alleged to have becoms chiefly financed by the Communist
fPa.rty. He further teatified that DAVIS at ons time was a member of the
{Board of Directors of the Chicego Star which he dascribed as & laft-ming
publlea.‘bion, b&cked by the Communist Fartye.

L i " Cohfidential InfomantI:___:lreported a1 )
I;;]aubjact*a wife, Was a member of the Paul Robeson Communist Party )
_CIub in C'hn.cagc ’ Illino:.s a.nd hér membership numbar for 1947 was 62109, be -
. K . _bC

', IV. ADMISSIONS OF MEM]'BERSHIP IN FRONT ORGANIZATIONS

-

. . *. On December 11, 1948, DAVIS admitted togprenously
referred to, that he was on the "Washington Subversive bagause of h:l.s
affiliation with the Abraham Lincoln School of Chicago, the American Youth
forDemocracy and the Civil nghta Congress, .DAVIS stated that heo has bZr
taught art classes at the Abraham Lincoln School, said he is an officer in
the Amsrican Youth for Democra.oy .and is a functionary of the Civil nghts b7D
-Congreas. . , . ~_-‘ - [




.Chicago File 100-15799 R o
. | b2
: - . . b7D
. On December 4, 1944 advised that DAVIS was giving up his apartment
number 301 at 3852 South Leke Park dvenue, Chicago, Illinois.
Employment
On March 23, 1945 of the Honolulu office advised that DAVIS had under 5o
consideration an offer to take some wnspecified position with the International

Long Shoremen and Warehousemén Union — CIO in Honolulu which would put himon b7D
easy street® if he succeeded in cbtaining this position.

On November 13, 1945}1];] advised that FRANK HAESHALL DAVIS and his Wife
were going to leave 10T Homelulu where DAVIS would be employed by the Inter- b2

national Long Shoremen and Warehousemen Union - CIO. b7D

IT. ACTIVITTIES AND AFFILYATTONS

Communist Political Assocz.atlon Aembersﬁl}g_
w gl -
'y

On May 22, 1945 Chicagol furhlshed infermation that FRANK i,/ DAVIS of

3559 Vincennes Avenue, was "2 member of the Carver Second #ard fest Communist
Political Assoclatzon Club., TFRANK M. DAVIS gave his occupafion as a newspaper
man, '

E::now deceased, advised that FRANK HARSHALL DAVIS at & 1is time r¥esided K D2
at 3559 Vincennes Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, .

b2

Communist Party Activities A (\.-"-""

i VO ¥ S . . b6
On ¥ay 26, 1944 Chicago advised that FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS on April 1, 1944 p7C
recruited| . ] to the Second ward - b7D

Branch of the Commun:.st Party. -

~On June 23, 1946 :fumlshed a report of a meeting of the Carver Communist
Party Club held at 4241 Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illirmbis., Hs advised that
FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS was present at this meeting.

on July 8, 1944 ] furnished a printed financial H\lletin issued by the
South Slde Section of the Communist Party. ThlS bullqﬁ:m listed a group of

persons active in the Communist Party finan canpgfign t4 raise funds.. The

name of F. DAVIS appears on the list. was anable %o furnish oy b2
additional identifying information regdrmxmy—ome FLAAVIS listed. " b7D
On &pril 16, 1947 advised that a meeting of the Negro Commission of

the Communist Party, Disirict No. 8, Chicago, Illinois, was held on this date

T
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CONF. TWO STATIONS WASHINGTON AND HONOLULU

WASHINGTON 10 AND HONOLULU

RECTOR, FBIl AND SAC, HONOLULU

FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS, IS -
FOLLOWING INFORMATION FURNISHED RE SUBJECT.

Ce.

FROM CHICAGO

RE HONOLULU TEL_

14 8:08 P

DAVIS HAS BEEN

CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WiTH TOP COMMUNIST PARTY LEADERS, DISTRIC
EIGHT, FOR PAST SEYERAL YEARS.

WAS EXECUTIVE EDITOR OF CHICAGO
STAR, COMMUNIST PARTY WEEKLY NEWSPAPER, WHICH CEASED PUBL?CAT!ON

SEPTEMBER 11, 948. _REPORTED MEMBER OF COMMUNIST PARTY. WA

“ACTIVE IN AYD CHITAGD,

AND ABRAHAM LINCOLN SCHOOL, COMMUMIST

PARTY FRONTS. LAST ADDRESS IN CHICAGO 3852 SOUTH LAKE PARK

AVENUE, APARTMENT 301.
ASSOCIATED NEGRO ‘PRESS,

1305
5609 ADVISED MRS. FRANK o

SUBJECT IN SS FORM DATED APRIL 14
Bsgg}v1s. HER DATE OF BIRTH MAY

WAS EMPLOYED AS EXECUTIVE EDITOR OF
RICANSAS CITY,
AVIS WAS ACT]VE

1943,
3, 943

90%.

KANSAS. CHICAG

IN COMMUNIST PARTY.
LASTED WIFE AS THELMA
HONOLULY ADViS

SUBJECT’S ADDRESS AND EMPLOYMENT SINCE CH{CAGOGgg09 ADVYISES

DAVIS MAY TAKE EMPLOYMENT iN HONOLULU VIITH LON

RECEI VED:

F;gb:41 PM

HOREMAN UN!

MC SWAIN

Myl

cussireney 27 _
DECLASSIFY ON: 25_

THIS MESSAGE UAS ﬁ&ﬁT TO HONOLULU VIA BUREAU RADIO,.

h”*.¢x3>:q;?7

1, TNFORMATION CONT
g?REINISUVCLASSTFTEDEXGEPT

WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE.

[ -

tf the intelligenceé contained in the above message is to be dissem1nated
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" FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ™ .-

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT | BIHGAGQ, ILLINO]B ’

FiE No. 100.15?99 ‘

REPORT MADE AT

CHICAGO,

ILLDIO.'I'S\:;‘,‘

DATE WHEN MADE

~qf5]e4

PERIOD FOR *
WHICH MADE,

1 REPFORT MACE BY

NED E, NEUTZLIRG ~ ‘NEN:IMC

TITLE

.

0

o

CHARACTER OF CASE

FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS SECUHITY MATTER - C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: T ) ‘
' ' - Subject, a negro poet and anthor, reported to
be mamber of {omunist Party and instructor-guest
lecturer Abrahsm\Lincoln Schooles Is reported
to assoclate with Righ functionaries in the
NGommuniet Political Association 41 .Chicage and
tive g8 Secretary in organiszation of National

-

Negro Huseims Historical Foundation,

Subject also

reported to have lectured to gatherings

ofidmerican

Youth for Democracy %mt Anti-Fascismo

Committee, and similar grolps, and to have written -

Presldent ROOSEVELT urging him to intervene in the
2, deportation proceedings sgainst Mre., BROWDER. Sub~
. Ject was bormm 12/51/04, Arkensas City, Kansss, and

\'_\: «\y Pesider 5559 Vincenrnes, Is employed as Executive
¢ .. - .~ Bditor of Asscclated KNegmo Press. negistersd S
PN N e Local Draft Board 82, clasgified 1JA(H)e No criminal
\ or credit record, Description set out, .
~C= L GFCRATOL T
DETATIS: - *.%zl{{c ‘Sﬂn’] c‘- ; *
AT GHICAO, TLLINOISt o fed ¥ L] 5 22 M
' e : - 3% S&¥
This investigation is predicated upen information feceived frem
¢onfidential informante that Subject was & mational sponsor of
__the pmerican Youth for Democracy, and & guest lecturer at the
y A%wAbraham Lincoln School for the spring session of 1944, -
oy PN & 1. BFSTIENCE AND B RESS -
D W . N
Ro> Subject’s residence at 5559 South Vincennes Avenue was varified,
g was his emplo; t at 3507 South Parkway. 3
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- " UNITED STATES GOVElNMEN’I‘ 14 / ’

Memoran

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI {(100-328955) pate: JUL 30 il;

s

| 9
: 7
FROM HONOCIULU (100-5082)
AN ' g

SUBJECT: FRANK MARSHALQAVIS
SM=C

- LAY
Included as enclosures, 4 coples of report of SA
LEO 8. BRENNEISEN, concerning above captlioned subject.

Review of instant flle reflects FRANK MARSHALL DA
a Negro male, was active in the CP in Chicago prior to coming
to Hawali in 1948, Shortly after hls arrival in Hawaii, both

he and his wife ecame active in the CP and continued bE
that membership un atcoleast 1952. Thereafter, the Party
in Hawail ceased operations, DAVIS, during the late 1940s bicC

and early 1950s, was actlve in several CP front groups and

was the columnist in the old communist line "Honolulu Record",

a weekly newspaper of Honolulu, which ceased exlstence in

1957. Since that time, there has been little pertinent

activity on the part of DAVIS. The last front group to

operate 1n Hawail ceased exlstence in the fall of 1956,

In late 1956, DAVIS refused to testify before the Senate

Internal Security Sub~Committee holdling hearings in Honolulu,

In December, 1960, his name was listed on material distributed .
on the Mainland as one of the sponsors for the American Committed —
for Protection of Foreign Born. However, this organization

has not been active 1n Hawail and there is no indlecation that

DAVIS has done other than lend his name to that organization.

Due to the lnactlivity of DAVIS over a lengthy
period of time, it is felt he does not presently fit the
criteria for the Securlty Index. It is therefore recommended
that he be deleted from the Security Index of the Honolulu
Division, In the event, he is deleted, he will be placed on
the Reserve Index B.
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SAC, Honolulu (100-5082) " August 15, 1962
~ REG-135 o Pl
Director, FBI (100-328955) -— . : '

S ' 1 - Mr. Pettit
FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS
SECURITY MATTER - C

. 5.. Reurlet 7-30-62. : ' . 6?'

Subject is a Negro male, 56 years of age, who
has been employed most of his life as a reporter. He was
a Communist Party (CP) member in Chicago from 1945 until
1948 when he moved to Hawaii, He was very active in the
Party there until Party activity as such ceased in 1952.

He was active in front groups in a leadership capacity
until such froat groups.became inactive in 1956. When
guestioned before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee
in 1956, Pavis took the Fifth Amendment.

h

He wrote a column which constantly followed the
CP line in the now defunct "Honelulu Record" until 1957.
In 1958 he frequented the premlses of this newspaper. Ile
contributed to "The. Worker prlor to 1956.

He was listed as a sponsor for the 27th Natxomal
Conference of the American Committee for Protection of
- Foreign Born in December, 1960. :
.

In 1957 he championed the policies of Soviet .

d
i
b
&
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4
&

Russia,
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His name is being retained on the Security Index
at this time.
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reported that subject's wife gave birth to twin daughters
at Honolulu on ‘

II. EVIDENCE OF COMMUMIST PARTY ACTIVITY

on Confidential Informant IWT|
subJject, reported that
for the "Honolulu Record" as a
vacation break and to gain an opportunity to attempt to
recoup his financial fortune rather than because of any
ideological break with the Comminist Party line or the b2
adltorial policy of the paper. Informant explained that b7D
in recent months the International Longshoremen?®s and
Warehousemen's Unlon {IINU) has indlcated an intention of
purchasing the "Honolulu Record” and subject still maintains
that he hopes sume work at the paper when this is
agcompllshed. Ef::freported that DAVIS contlnues to regularly
frequent the premises of the "Honolulu Record"” and, although
he has no information concerning any recent Communist Party
Front activiiy on the part of DAVIS, it is his opinion
DAVIS 18 1lnactive in that regard only because of the
nonexistence of any Front group in the Territory at present,

On May 24, 1958, Confidential Informant [__| who
was & member of the Communist Party prior and subseguent to
World War II, reported he knew of no recent Communist Party
activity on the part of DAVIS; however, he stated t{hat the
Communist Party 13 now inac¢tive in Hawail, Informant L7D
related that sublect continues to be friendly with former
Honolulu Smith Act Defendants, and he has never heard any
rumor to the effect that DAVIS might have defected from his
former political leanings.




HN 100-5082

him that staff members of the "Honolulu Record” had been
advised that negotiations were underway for the International
Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union (ILWU) to purchase the
"Honolulu Record" and operate it as a biweekly newspaper.
Informant stated that DAVIS has recently advised that the
Union will not decide on the purchase of the paper until after
terminatlen of the present negotiations in the sugar Industry.
Informant states that DAVIS had relterated that he still
intends to return to the "Honolulu Record" as a colurmist
when the ILWU takes over the paper.

Informant, who has been familiar with some phases
of Communist Party front actlvity, reported he had no :
information of any recent Communist Party or Communist Party
front activity on the part of subject; however, informant
related that he does not believe DAVIS has changed any of his
basic political concepts. :

Informant pointed out that in a conversation with
DAVIS durling the first week of November he had pointed oub
to DAVIS Khrushchevis statement appearing in local newspapers
to the effect that the United States would bs crushed in the
event of war wlith Russia. Informant stated that DAVIS
declared that Russla wants peace, but when he guestioned him
a8 to how he could account for Russlats effort to plant seeds
of dissenslon in non~Commnist countries, DAVIS remarked that
Russia feels from experience that sccialism is the best way
of 1life for people and that she will, therefcre, do every-
thing to help bring it about wherever possible. Informant
stated that during this conversation DAVIS answered him in
the affirmative when he guestioned him if he believed in the
dictatorship of the proletariat. Informant related that he
pointed out that such a theory had not worked out in Ruasila
but dictatorshlp had resulted. DAVIS answered by stabting
that soclallism ecannoi be expected to take the same form in
every country, but that the customs and tradltions of each
country must be consldered. DAVIS went on to declare that
whatever form it dld take 1in this country, the socelalist
countries would be standing by to assist.

- P* a
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of 1958. Informant pointed out that for the past six
montha the DAVIS couple has had a great deal of marital
gifficulties., In May 1957 DAVIS advised informant that he
intended to dlvorce his wife. Shortly thereafter the DAVIS
couple appeared to be reconcilled and Mrs, DAVIS consulted a
social worker. Thereafter informant reported that DAVIS
stateg he believed his wilfe was a peychopath with a father
fixatlon,

In the middle of July 1957 the couple became
estranged and subJect moved to the Atkinson Drive YMCA, In
late August the couple again began living together. Informant
stated that DAVIS has advised him that hls wife had been
keeping company with a Mainland musicilan who was employed in
a Walldkl night spot. Informant stated that the musician had
departed for the Malnland and apparently the couple had
reccnclled.

On November 27, 1957, Confidentlal Informant b2
reported that DAVIS is employed as a salesman by ‘The Osborne
Company, 1888 Kalakaua Avenue, Honolulu. ‘ b7D

II, EVIDENCE OF COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITY

It is noted that a review of the files of the
"Honolulu Record"” reflectsthat DAVIS last wrote his column
"Frank~ly Speaking" in the May 16, 1957 issue of that news-
paper.

On June 25, 1957, Confidential Informant reported
that he had leameéd that DAVIS was no longer submitiIng his
column to the "Honolulu Record” because he had been having
marital difficultles,

On December 4, 1957, Confidential Informant I
reported that he had seen DAVIS a few weeks previous ior a
brief conversation and DAVIS had remarked that he intended
to resume writing his column in the near future. who
was & member of the Commnist Party both prior and subse=-
quent to World War II, related he had no information of any
recent Communist Party or Commmunist Party front activity on
the part of subject.

On November 27, 1957, Confidentlzal Informan
explained that during September of 1957 DAVIS had advised
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' .. This informant advised that Bubject also attended a b7D
" farewsll | held forl on July 23, 1949 =
" when the thoup:ht they ware returning to the l-!ainland. - It ghomld
"be noted that] has.been identified as a member of the °
. .. Communigt Party. by) | who' furnished this information to
". " Confidential Informant] Jan informant of lmown relisbility. [ |
‘algo admitted har cnm ership :1n- the Communist Ps.rty to this ine b2
- formant. . . ‘ . . . b6
I l b7/C
.ident ‘a mamber 'O ] COnmmnia Y who' b7D
. adﬁsﬁnt ahe had admitted her manbarship n the Comunist Party

adviged that it did not appear he wes photogra.phing any pa.rticula.r
ob;jects. CeeT T e .z, . .-

" _well party held £or] on: January’ 14, 1950 at the home of b2
|"_:jm advized mbtted %o bhim his - ..
! membership in the’ Oomunist Party. ormant- advised that during the

Hon. 100-5082 & =~ =~ T 1 o

' ]:]reparted that during the HCIL pienic held on .
September 17, .1949 -at Manners Beach the- Subject wis cbgerved photograph=
ing large eect-lons of the. coastling’ with & camere containing a telescopicly o
- lend,- Ihforman'h stated that DAVIS spent much of his time in this, ‘BbID
‘activity. He said that ‘this was the third different ocoasion DAVIS . D
had. been observed photographing :sherélines- and beachfronts, . Informmnt

PR ﬂﬁ.s in.{‘orm.nt fm-thor advi.ued -on November 1, 1949

tha.t ‘the Bubject escortéd several Negro corresponden’os from Hainland
papers ﬁlroughout QOaha during “their stay om -the Island for Mkl opera- 5
tions eonducted by the U, 8 Infomant stated that one of ths b7C
correspondenhs,]ﬁ’tated that ths Bubject attempted to :

: influence” the correspondents! opinion of the treatiment of Negroes in
Hawaii and to havu than s0. oolor ﬁmir dispatehel to Hogro periodicalu

R

L advised ~tlp,t DAVIS was present at a
vy held For

in Eonolulu.

_evening FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS, in-a comversstion with several others, = 0 7C
lauded “mili'bant Hagroes" suoh a8 frequent Hcmolu}.u's Smith Stree'h . b7D
. undemrld. e , -
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.

: . In addition, DAVIS descr:.bed himself as a member of the HGLG who
had recently Joined", Part of this statement was set out in the EONOLULU
RECORD in its edition of May 5, 1945 in an article by DAVIS mppearing on page
5, columns 1 and 2, Again, in this article, he admitted that he had joined -
thé HCIC, In th:.s article he further states: .

-
"] have learnsd that alone neither I nor anyone elsge who. ¥
- .faces discrimination can get his guarantees of freedom:
v . end-equality and justice and so I have worked with others
B .- who have the same godl of democracy for all rogardless of
.-color, religion, national origin or economic status. As
" "long as I am convinced they are genuinely interested for
. the fight for complete equality, I shall join hands with
. Republicans, Demdcrats and Commmnists; with Baptists, -
Catholics and Holy Rollars e e 2 e e o o

- : Confidential InformantD reported that DAVIS was present at
the May 2, 1949 meeting of the HCLC which was the first meeting following the -
press anncuncement that the organizetion hed been - listed by the Attorney
‘General as a Communist organization. According to informant, subject at this
meeting urged. the HCLC to take TOM CLARK to -court for listing the HCLC as

- subvergive and suggested that the HCLC immediately vote to affiliate itself .
with the Civil Rights Congress. He stated:

s ™ie- are going to have to keep or fighting mo matter who' :
calls us Communisté or how often, until we have gained b2
- our rights. j- . b7D

_ He referred to Attorney‘ General TOM CLARK as a typical prejudiced
Toxan and said that the plac:.ng of the BHCLC on the subveprsive list was for
the purpose of splitting ranks, [___Jreported that at the HCLC meeting of )
Moy 16, 1949, DAVIS was introduced as- the gueat speaker of the eveninge ROEERT
GREENE, in introduging the subject, stated that he would speak on the program
of the Civil Rights Congress, an organiza.‘bion which the HCLC "has now consldered
.being affiliated with"s, ) e

-

DAVIS, in his ta.lk, cutlined his affiliations with the Civil
- Rights ‘Congrese and said he was a member of its National Board and had been active
in the organization in the Stat of I1llinoiss Following his talk he was g
presented with a picture of P‘&UL OBESON by GOTTFRIED@EITZ.  Upon-receipt . -
_ of the. picture, DAVIS ahm'red it “to the audience and said, “This is the.great’ .
. ona'f, : B

o
o

oo Dae

/
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HN 100-5082

reference to the Paradlse Paper Company, informant related that
in addition to selling for the Wright Company, DAVIS has from
time to time taken on several small lines in his sales work, but
his primary occupation 18 still that of salesman for the Wright
Company .

" II. EVIDENCE OF ANY
COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITY

On December 24, 1959, Honolulu Dmade avajlable a3
copy of a booklet entitled "The Ilegacy of Abner Green," ilssued
by the American Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born
(ACPFB), for the 27th National Conferencé which was held on
December 19-20, 1959, at Hotel Belmont Plaza, 49th Street and
Lexington Plaza, New York City.

The ACPFB has been designated by the Attorney b2
General of the United States, pursuant to Executive
Order 10450, - _ b7D

On the inside of the booklet there was a program of
conference events and a 1ist of the names. of the officers and
sponsors of the ACPFB. Under the list of sponsors wag FRANK
MARSHALL DAVIS, Honolulu. . .

On July 15, 1960, Honolulu[___] a member of the
Communist Party in Honolulu prior and subsequent to World War II,
related that he has heard no information of any recent Communist
Party or Communist Party activity on the part of DAVIS.
Informant pointed out that he has not heard DAVIS! name being
mentioned recently by persons who are known to him as former
members of the Communist Party in Honolulu.

on July 21, 1960, | ] Conmission on Sub-
vergsive Actlivities to the Legislature, ate of Hawalli, reported
the flles of his office contain no information concerning any

recent Communist Partf or Communist Party front activity on the

t . stated that he had recently interviewed
who 13 organlzing a local chapter of the Natilonal
Sgociation ror Advancement of Colored People in Honolulu,

stated that DAVIS had evidenced some desire to become b6
active in the organization, but his overtures were met with a .
rebuff because of his former connections with the Commanist b7C

Party and front organizations in Honolulu.

-2 -
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) “In arldition t.a ;npi‘fmg a. chance for moral 1eaders"1;.p
‘Tfe hare given the .colored people of 'bhe globe st-;.ll ;nother
" ‘¢ount ‘against -the U. 5, as'a natien. The ¥. 8. i¥ conndefred Coe
to be a white:man's counhtrys .You may be-sute thet.-the - = . I
- i, spectdcle .of white Americans shooting dowm ‘the Orientals of. North
" Korez will not be :Lgnored by the rest of Asla snd Africa who Hre
- struggling o throw off the :foke of what. they call 'whlte L
Tt imperialisis’. - Ch . .
t,"..l E'. “- ,-5 . B . o r(“. :':.
BZat thab Tas not enough. ’Ja made sure tha.t -none
- of the ¢olonizl. peoples wovld separate ws from the camp of -
white Jmper 18lism’ by annhosneiny support to the “v*angl" lasters-
in Pheir effort to stamp cwh the Vietnanase independshce, move .
-.men'b. THis c*‘ gourse is.in line ¥ith oub financial, aid to the
Duteh imperialists in the same part of the worlds We ssem .-
: .mflmch'r.nw]\v cormitted to. support of the masters and *o hel'pinv .-
Idek in ths teeth the expleited. No matieér how corrupt end |
- merc..‘;:.:':. &l ev _el a government. may be, let its spokesmen

o . He 'con‘tinuas- in t}fils same vain in h:'.'s collmin of: July- 27,
1950, gtavings : S ;‘_ A :
nIe it oo purpcsa 0 save’..’.:::a. from Co:m:giam, or v
is 4% t5 vreserve the pule of the muerlallsts and the:zr .

,_A-'pupDG'bS f&o are hated by the masses'?

. iThis is the key’ quastion in our. 1nt.ervent ion on
. .the tide of the discredited RHAFE govsriment ik the Koresn, .
~ edvil tor, our mromisé 56 defend the féudal Chinese . %
Bationelicta ou Formosa, and our aid o the French in 'bheir -
att m.:a* 4o crvsh the mdepéndence mcve in Viet Vame o
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Special Agent in Charge
Chicago

FRANK MAPSHALYL DAVIS
SECUFLTY MATTRR - O
Your file 100-157%9

Dear 8ir:

, April 25, 1949
Reference is made. t0 your letter of

requesting that the division of origin be changed in the above en=
titled casge. '

Henoluly

You a'.-ir'e hereby authorized t.§ ‘designate
a8 the division of origin. ’ ] ‘ )

Upon receipt of this communication, you are requested to

carefully check your file and make certain ‘that the new division of
origin has all serialsg in the case containing important data.

Very truly Yours,

R S

[ John Edgar Hoover
f Director
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YU e LT ';'.'QbﬂﬂﬂﬁL';ﬁECQBD,fthruapy.ezg-;351: T
R “Uagt :t‘m.ghtens and ,angers ”hii;e ﬁmoﬁca i*& tbe
- .. I T rard,  btrue.fact tHet, PAUL ROBERON has the- 1&rres+
Ly R follouinr'of any U,~ 8, Negirgs Waen.he hits &t .
. Sl d:acr%minstion snd “Jim Grbw, he speaks ‘the mind’
" Gf the ovérwhelwing majsrity of mearly 15,000, 000
Jess, articulata Heproe;s -1-9‘;--~paa---..--~..---_._‘

HoﬁcLULU RbCORD, March 1, 3951-

- > . e

‘L_ﬁ.nyon,e who earps 1:@ uss I'\iur brain kncws ‘b;;r fae
ce that it 48 ot memely Communists that the Up~ =~
wr o v pmerican’ Gommlttee isefter, but’ aryﬁody whb dates - .
Co T o 'eriticize. the. status quo ér° 'ﬁ&laa hls vuice in
: ” ;,7 beh&li‘ of the badly tre&ted- _ . o

(S

R "Bu"c most important, 1t showstqat ‘the oommittee ,
S - & 11017 aftem Communists but 18 gunnineg for: an‘ybod"
e e gt Ty who has the' eourage to censi qtentls‘r Speak ouk arainst

. 1!"‘3.1;& 511131’8:1&:1”3' anﬁ ‘z:o Sunpcmt hu.man d_n.r*:m-d:v.

HDNOL”GI’.U RLDORD,_ Famh L 1951- e e

el LT "Those who beilew;re i:he woﬂld A divided stx-lctly
oL “Rlotig the hard 1lin& of Communism and’ ant*-uomuniﬁm
. _Za'a,re engggihg in-both ddngerous and wighful th ipl:ing. "
i e . vast’ majcz*ity of the world iz not 1n"cer=as‘aed ig
.o - Cormmnism a8 guck, bub, in endirm wha,t; i= H:Ldelv ’mozm
N L a3 'uhite :‘.mpei"ialism' ) _
"You nﬁ 11 notice that the 1.Feater'n European Hs’riono : - .
o <_- - and..6ur oim country, - together with Sontk APrice and .- - .
- Auatralia, #dpne the’ backbone of ¢the Anti-Compmist - ]
P front. ¥ou. will note algo that these are the -satlons

TR &ccused Jof! white 1mner1a}_ism, u’nite suprem&ny or:
s ,' : nolo‘fxial‘iSm. s : . .
S - 10 - .
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b6

. : b7C
%stated that they also discuased deportation proceedings against Mra. b7D
BROWDER. and DAVIS agreed to write a letter to President ROOSEVELT on
bahalf of Mrs, BROWDER. BARL BROWDER, husband of Mrs. BROWDER, was former
general secretary of the Communist Party in the United States until 1945,
The Abraham Lineoln Schoel in Chicago, Tllinois, was eited as an adjunob of the
Oommunist Party by the Attorney General on Desember L, 1947

In June, 194k, Confidential Informant| _]stated that FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS
wis one of nnmorousrmma_tn_nn_im.mfn to 4 eocktail pariy for BARL BROWDER
in the apartment of chicago in the near future.

' - b2
of known reliability, stated b
eoursa on the

In January, 154k, Confidembial Informant
the Subject had been esonsidered as & pos )
outline of Negro History, and also that branch organiser b/ C
for the Third Ward Branch of the South & e vomaunist Party b7D
in Chicago had obtained the Subjeet as a speaker for a mass meeting of the
Ameriean Youth for Demoeracy 4o ba held at the Central YMCA in Chieago,

Janwary 95 19hh.

[_Istated on FPebrwary h, 194k that the Subjest was one of thoss to be invited
to the Abraham Lincoln School Anniversary Party schedulsd for February 13,
194k, further stated that the Subject would give a short spsech at the
anniversary party of National Negro History Week and was scheduled to spesk
at & Joint Anti-Faseist Refugee Committee party in Chicago !‘obruary 12, 19hh,
in a gaelebration of American Night.

The Joint Anti-Fasuist Refuges Commitiee was eitsd as avbversive and Bomnunistic
by the Attorney General on Degember Ly 1547.

Confidential Informant of known reliability, stated in April, 19kh, that
WILLIAM L. PATTERSON, Assistant Dirsetor of the Abrehaa Iincoln Sehool, had

. told him in April, 15hh, thit the Subjeet was very progressive, was very much b2
interested in the Sovist Union and that at the present time he was an inatrugw
tor at the Abraham Lineoln School, b7D

Gonfidenbial Infcmantg of known reliability, stated on February 1h, 19kk,
that the Subjoctwhks assceiated with the ASSOCIATED NEGRO PRESS and was amembar
of the Commmist Party.

On Novamber 18, 19hh,Dedvised that 8 Communist front organization imown a8
the *C 1 Group¥ was sponsoring a Cultural Conferenes on the Chieago South
Side. stated Subjech was one of the committes members,
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ReBulet 10/9/51 captloned. "cm,mumzsr PARTY, USA |‘°roseeut1m of) .
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‘;_*4 - Additional Conitpanist Func;tionara.es unde:t" the Sml‘c,h ‘Aote -
E_-g INI’ERNAL SECURITI oGt R P
mg - v -r > * * ' ‘ e ‘
LB D{LVIS “a Secur:.ty. Index. ub,]ect." contlnues to mte,a Weekly Lo )
&3" : "Honolulu Record; " ythich' publlcatlon is, edited by . - b6
= ong' of tl'fe"SmJ.th Act subjecte ol th1$~offlce.. In- - -
B ‘this ‘eolumn,’ DAVIS, clgsely follows the: Communiist Party line. _He - b7C -
-EJ' a. is .violent in. hlS denunclat:l.on of . s. policy in Korea and* AN
of\ﬁ t,hroughout the world; ‘while praising Russia on gvery: opportunlty. T
§~-\0- " He contlnues his close assoc:.at:.on ‘with CHARL J]}{OTO, publiely -
.omad admitbted Chairman of the! Conpiuni’st- Party. of Hawaii, who is-also
f?"}% n, one of “the §m:1.th Act sub,]ects under 1nd:1.ctmen't. in Honolulu. :
oL = 5 ot
f}? J¥) " In. view, of, these fac’os, no consxdera'b:_on w:.ll be given. to -:Lnter— _
P ,1 };’ : vlemng h:t.m regardlng the Smlth Act subaects , UACB: ~ .- BURITE ’
D T
§:-: g—;,} : ‘A prosecntlve summary mll be prepared ‘on th:.s aubject as soon as\
o< T poss:f_ble. SR _ T e
- ll-‘f 5.'.: * B ) - Ty - ‘- r-l — "
N «\ql. P " R
R o ‘,_ ) .‘,..‘1: . . .
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b

FRANK MARSHALL pavis .- SR }"éf,_‘l.INTERNAL :SE':'G{IRITE_-': c .

gvuops_l"s"oFFAqTfs:_ . Sub,]e(;t has s‘b&‘bed tbat he was submitting
sr bid.on carload 1ots of. paper for the govenn~"
" fenb: of Siam.. His enmtire supply of paper1§nd
stationery supplies valusd at $8000,00.t6. .
§1.0,000,00 were destroyed by fire on 3/26/51: B
- . DAVIS wes elected,a mewber of the Executive - " _.-
. ".Cormittee of.the Hawaili COivil Rights Congress ¢ .
> for 1950,  This 18 the Hewaiien affiliste of .
- the Civil Bights Congress waich has been listed
-z 88 a Commurilsh- organization écoming within purview
of Executive’ Ofder 9835, -In 12/50, DAVIS wrote
a check 4t amount of "$5.52 payable to the Inter-
-national ‘Workers.Order. Subject continues to
T write a weekly. column for the Hoholulu Record,
ol reportedly~80mmupisb controlled publication; -

. and in.redent months hds been critical of the .
United: 8tates, fOr intervening in Korea, practicing
thé doctrines of white suppremacy, and. abtempb-

. ing to start another war. _At the same time he
has upheld anﬁ supported Rudsia in.his writings.

AW R . “ P’i- _ Sl qu
- ”DE‘I‘A‘ILS {k?n”’ ’\;AT HONOLULU T. R ‘ T 0 g .

ﬁ L. RESIDEI\'!CE AND - E}PLOYMERT PID i \(L

L g_ww,.- Ce ;.d.ent:.al Infarmant of lmown reliabilit‘y, ,,5' _é
sladviséd .that FBANKI;} SHALI, DAVIS ‘contiriues to jphl

et

F1 o s fgggﬁﬁ'reslde_in the Kapapa Digfrict of Uindwaru Oahu, and
1 coex 153_%““950 Y R . :
‘ﬁ\fﬁgn@m‘k" E{z‘ Cj_ L{\.M‘dffi‘:;“gﬂ?;a' o 7 ) DO NDT WRITE IN THESE SRACES
ST | (-2 L ap ] rn g4 (’ RECORDED - 73
_- -7 154 cow-u‘?r-rmsngpom g ' A R - : J ,INDHED -
OB\JI’G 1 ,‘1-90‘3285255} P l et o N Cswb ’ 73 .
“o '\',E - OMAY 17 1857 _ T
3 Honcsﬁ:m,u O’?‘( IR 13 a(-
. ) & ) )
— LB
N R /1 v :
PR PERTV F FBI—THIS .CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND TS COHTEHTS ARE LUAHED TO YOU BY THE FBE AND ARE NOT TQ BE DISTRIBUTED QUTSIDE OF
A 1cH LOANEDI 5 ‘F o U. 8. COVERMMENT PRINEING GFFICK iu—ems&-! *
i ' : )
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ThlS telegram was sent in under the name of the Hesraii 3
Civil Lz.bcr'bias Comii-tee. L R

l [advised t.hat DAVIS was present abt the HOIC Ermm,ive b2
| “ald at the home of fo)a)
at_which pime the:agenda of the meet ng b7C
. was confined. Yo the report of ] on his sor Farenca with the 17D
officials of Yh¢ Civil Rights Congress in New Yorks [ Jadvised thoss
present that-the Civil Righte Congress would be glad to have the HCLC
affiliate and would cooperate by sending WILLIAM PATTERSON, Executive -
Secretary, to Hawaii to help them get a gocd start and would also send
PAUL ROBESON, A1l members of the Exeentiva Ooma.ttee present voted to
recormend to 'bhe:gene.. 2 membership that the HCLG affiliate with the
Civii Rights Con ;__as. . '

. Su‘bject wae appointed a member of & four man commitice to
work out tho dat_;ﬁ:&s of the t’;r;tp to Hewaii of Vi;lbIﬁH“?ﬂTTERﬁON and PAUL
ROBESM, e o

The j.nfmfmant Fuxrther advised thah sub,ject passed O
reprints oY am editoriel from the St. Lowis Posh Dj_spg.teh ts thove
present, . ’[:11‘3 rorint carried-a footnote aidressed 1o the United | _
Stefes Ath ey ¥ aaz'*l urging hia to sup-irt the” r:.ght to bail for the

© eleven cc-t’\:*j.ct:r aopican Comm:mst leaderz,.

" !’r,‘.

: 5 ran *aportad bf‘d'mthat DAVIS was ;n'esent &t a
spec;.al praatime ol tho B ot _
home of
.On this CCoaniany 17 DasseG-oul, & magasine : ] b2
and agked 1" ihnec pragent aprroved of the rubl*ratien. It was noted
‘bm ﬁiu "'"-“‘74"‘ ™ publighﬁd by the Civ '1"‘ Rjghts Congress Bm e b6
, ,g,«ccnsola' svhzn 0 B pews. dbems gzod inclemis thit have baen hi.ghw b7C
lighted by “h» Jivi) Jights. Gongress in the past yesre Those present b7D

agreed to mo: T =7 *‘:we htmdred .copies bf this pubﬁcation for digtri-
bution ir' Aralie Co _ ]

DAVIS VRS presen according to read an amalysis of tae
arran Gopmunist Gon‘brol Bil} witich had baen Iﬁeeived from the ¢, R..C.
The analysis urged all orgahizations and individbals not to I'EV?SJ.:""’“

Those gresent- agreed that the. HGLG wovld defy the bill and w—x P
registers T . ) )

i T Loinet Lt B o o e N i
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towT

VSYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

: > Committes on Un-American Activities, United States

Subjectts bua:.ness address is now QS P Roaq,

Honolulu. He admitted to an informant he baca'na

interested in the Communist Party in 1931 and urged
informant to- join the Commmist Party. However, he

clained Commmist Party of Hewaii was built around
“a group of vhite chauvinists who do not. fully

.. .understand the besic principles underlying the - Cor
.. Communist Partys  In recent months he has sent o N
cchecks to the -International Workers Order. Subject =.

" has been active in affzairs of the Hawaii Civil §§h

* Liberties, a Commmist front, and occuples the
position of Chairman of the Legal Action Commitice
of this organization, On June 29, 1550, he issued
,a $500,00 check to the Honolulu Record, He
cmtmues to write a weekly colum for this
publication and in recent months has condemned
the conviction of -HARRY BRIDGES, the House

o

. ggﬁ :NF GRMA':’?OHS

intervenmtion in Korea, and the Commmist Control -

.*Bill, BSubject is.Assistant Secretéry of his - .
Democratic Party Precinet Club_and was a Delegate.
to the Territoria) Democratic Conventlon.

._ cn ,,a«iﬂc -

pd k}f%“
R a,. T8
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’ ropresentat:.vos of’ the Hcm hnd talked over- a .poasible merger wi.th

FRANK MARSHALL DA'VIS‘ hcwe‘ver, he aa.id that discuspions led HCLS
offioials & believe that: suich a msz-ger was not to the best admtage
.f 'hho ﬁonolulu organisa.tion. i N, _

- 2 Ireportad‘ that dm'ing the month of Octobér 1949

staff writel for thé ®HONOLULU RECORD,

Jand FRANK. MARSHALL DAVIS. -spent consideradle tims in the

": Bars and cafes ‘of Smith’ and Hotel Streets in Homolulu in érder to plant
-the geeds of race ha.trad, espeoially azainst the Honolulu Police De=
pa.rtman‘h and- in order to create interest. in the HCLC among thé Negro

rpeOple who frequan“h these. bars and cafes, Informant siated that

. backing up these.viaits are the’ co_lmnnu of the "HQOLULD RECORD,®

. ‘whioh have.concenirated recently in s't:lrring up rase hntred in the
Hegro seotions of cholnlu. . 7_-~ . ;

a

b2

.‘_'-’

R { .

;joct had not attended any

»
e

R | reporte ‘
: ; rocont maetings of the ECIC, axmounced, . at the Executive
©* Committee - meting held on January » that he had appointed ths .

Snb;jaot as- chaimn of the Laga.l Aotion comi'bteo of this organization,

L.

&

B AESRES Informnt further adv:lsed hat at the smeral membor=

:- ship meting held .on February 6, 1950 Subject was approved for this
.‘position, .Ho.stated that it, m decided at this meeting that the
futire pol:lcy and activities of-the HCLC would be placed in the hands

. o:t‘ -an olem-man ‘exaoative’ committee "and that general membership mest-

) be held from time to time and not on a regular basis,

Ghairmn of %ie HCOLC for 1950, smnounced &t this meet-

Ing that The, Bubject was- aelected ‘as Logal Action Chairman because of

his years of ezperisnce with the Civil Rights Congress. He said he

peraona.lly contaoted DAVIS' rega:rding the position and that DAVIS in- "

- formed h 1d be glad to serve on tho committee in.such a :
ptdted that the : Eubject mld be s valuable: asaet

8 Com:l.tteu. -

e

b6

b7C
h ca.paoity '
'\‘ :£6. the::

rrrr

L, Gomm.ittea ;in; aot:l.on on theao mttere.
0 " . . J -‘ .
b6 " '

\/b7c '
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT HOﬂOLULU ’ 4"31 o Hon. Fueno. 100=5082 AH

‘REPORT MADE a1 DATE WHEN mnor::" | pERIOD FOR.: 1 /31 REPORT MADEBY ~ *
' WHICH MADE } i

HONOLULG * . 3/16/50 - [2/1,2,20,21, | WADE B. ENAPP
- - - — — uu

- CHARACTER OF CASE

FRANE m&gmz‘%wxs o L& 7] mTERNAL SECURI TY

T >,

svnoPsIS or-FAc:Ts ~ Bubject han’ ‘bought a houao near Pun.allm on windward
Oakive In Jenuary 1950 he took out a license to do
. "él/ business as OAHU PAFERS in the retail and wholesale

of paper-a e space at Room 5, Pler 7,
Honolulu. in an attempt to interest an
inférment in joIning the Commimist Party, told him

that if he ever needsd any money to get in touch with
FRANR MARSHALL DAVIS. said DAVIS has financially
helped him and others. Subject continues to write a
weekly colwm for the “HONOLULU RECORD," which clopaly
followe the Cormunist Party lire. In recent mony
has condemned loyalty oaths, "big business," At-
lantic Pact, Greece-Turkey mid, CIO lsadershipjs
. Truman ‘administration; and the conviction ofitie. 11 o
- Cormunist Party leaders, while upholding the Communist; -
Party, Soviet Russia, PAUL. ROBESON, | | and
_ the ILWU,  Subjéot was appointed Chalrmsn of the Legal .
" Aotion Committee of the HCLC, & Coxmunist fremt, for
1950, ~

-Pto
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. Chicago File 100-15799

On September 19, 1948 Chicago hdvised- that a farewsll party for

WILLIAM L. PATTERSON, former VIf%=Chairman of the Communist Party, District No.
8, who was recently appomted National Chairman of the Civil Rights Congress,
was held at 410 South Michigan Avenue under the auspices of the Chicago Civil
‘Rights Congress Chapter. Informant stated that FRAVK MARSHALL DAVIS was
chaimman at this Party. ' ' . :

On December I, 1948F|!umished a letter he recoived from the Civil .
Rights Congress of inois. 7The letter contained a plea for funds for the bo

defense of the twelve Commmist Party leaders now on trial.in New York City.
The name of FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS was 1lst.ed as a sponsor on the letter, b7D

The Civil Rights Congress and its affiliateés was listed by the Attorney General
of the United States as a Comunlst organ:.zatlon.

padvlsed that the Chicago Ghap’t.er of the Civil Rights Congress is a
ommunist front organization. . .

- Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Commit'tee'

On kiarch 26, 19madv1sed that FRANK LARSHALL LAVIS was asked to
spedk tfor the benefit o e Chicago Chapter of the Joint Anti~Fascist Relugee
Committes, however, according “to informant DAVIS had to decl:me the' mvztatlon
due to other connni‘tments.- .

The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugeé Comm::.ttee iz c:.ted by the Attorney General
as a Communist organization.

Chicago Star” Activities

On May 16, 1947 urnished a typevritten letter received by him )
- from the "Chicafporar——dhnouncing an open house for the "Chicago Star" on
* May 23, 1947. This letter contained the t.yped signature of FRANK MAHSHAIL b2
DAVIS, Executive Editer, _ 7D

‘advis_ed that the "Chicago Star" is a weekly newspaper vwhich discontinued
publication in September of 1948, Prior to that Yime,dts editorial. pelicies
were dominated and influenced by officials of the\Cpfimunist Party, District
-No. 8, solely under control in all aspects by offiXials of the Communist P&I‘tj’,
D:Ls‘hr:r.ct No., 8.°

Cn June 26, 1948, page ten, colu.mn three, ofhe "Chidage Star" carried an
article capt:.oned "Published Poetry by F. M{ZDAVIS.v e article stated that
the publication of "Forty-Seventh Strest," a book of poetry, woild be released -
in July o:f.’ 1948 apd that it was the flrst publ:r.catzo since 1937 by FRANK
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DETAILS: | AT HONOLULU, HAWAILX

I. BACKGROUND

On September 5, 1963, reported that DAVIS
st111 resides at 2994 Kalihi Street with his wife and four
children., DAVIS 18 a Salesman for the Wright Company of 5o
Syracuse, New York, working out of his home. He handles
mainly advertising speclalties. He also works as a free- b7D
lanhce salesman for other Mailnland business flrms.

TT. EVIDENCE OF ANY COMMUNIST PARTY (CP) ACTIVITY

On August 2, 1963, DAVIS was contacted on Waikamilo
Road and was asked if he was willing to be Interviewed by
FBI Agents. DAVIS claimed he had no time for an intervlew
that date but belleved he would be wlilling to furnish his
observations to questions that might be put to him., He
requested that he be contacted the following week to set wup
an appointment.

It was not until August 26, 1963, when DAVIS agreed
to a definilte appointment and met SA's ROBERT F. RYAN and
LEQO S, BRENNEISEN in Kapiclanl Park, Honolulu. At the stzrt
of the Interview DAVIS stated that since first being contacted
by the FBI, he had come to the oplnion that little could be
gained from the Interview and he did not see where 1t would
be to his advantage to talk to Agents.

He was asked speciflecally if he was a member of the
Communist Party. He stated that as far as he knew, tThere was
no Communisgt Party in existence in Hawali. He was next asked
why and when he had broken with the Communist Party. DAVIS
then went on at length to state that he had never gone on
record as having been a member of the Communist Party, and
he, ftherefore, did not see what could be gained by answering
that question.

DAVIS related that he had been assoclated with a
large number of radlical organizations in the past, and he had
been motlvated solely by hls flght for racial equality. FHe
took the position that he would "consort with the devil to
gain his ends," and his end was the fight against racial
discrimination. DAVIS related that he had been born and

-2 -
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> STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
~EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Copy to: - .
Report of: LEO S, BRENNEISEN ) Office: BONOLULU
Date: 9/9/63 ) - . ) Sy c e
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Title: FRANK MARSHAIL DAVIS. - RO LT .
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Character: SECURITY MATTER - C _' - s
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Synopsi: < Subject still employed as Salesman,‘Honolulu. Honolulu
sources have no information any recent Communlst Party
or Communist Party front. activity on ‘part of DAVIS,

On interview 8/26/63, DAVIS declared Communist Party
of Hawall out of existence since 1955 or 1956, but he
refused to go on record he was CP member, Subject
states hls association with many radical groups in the
past was motivated by .his Tfight for racial equality
rather than 1nternationa1 politics.-w— J
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This document contains nelther recommendations nor conclusjons of the FBL It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and
ita contents are not to be distributed outside your agency,
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of Hawali, reported that In a recent conversation with subject
DAVIS had declared that there was absolutely no Commuiist
activity in the Territory at the present time and he was of
the opinlion that there appeared to be no interest in re-
vitalizing any civll rights group.

On November 1, l958,| further advised that
DAVIS had stated that hée had no plans Go resumne his wrlting

for a newspaper. . However, informant noted that on a trip to
DAVIS's home about a week previous he had observed that subject
was s8tlll recelving a great deal of material from the Federated
Press and from the Natlonal Negro Press,

The Federated Press was clfed as a Communist
front by the Special House Committee on Un-American
Activitlies on March 29, 194k,

On June 2, 19594 related that DAVIS, in discussing

the "Hawailan Reporter", a new weekly paper of Honolulu which
was not then in publication, stated that he belleved there was
no possibiliity of his being employed as a columnist by the new
paper. DAVIS stated that the fop brass at the Intermational
Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Unlon had called hinm a
"haole (Caucasian) hater” and DAVIS was of the opinlon that
they did not desire an anti-haole columnist on the paper.

. on July 7, 1959, btated he had received no
informatlion of any Communist or Communisgt Party front activity
on the part of DAVIS during the past year.

On July 6, 1959] Pormer member of the Communist
Party in Honolulu prior and subsequent to Worid War II, reported
he had no information concerning any Communist Party or Communlst

Party front activity on the part of DAVIS during the last year.

On July 9,'1959,] lExecutive, Commission
on Subverslve Actlvitles t0 e Legislature, Territory of
Hawail, reported the flles of his offlice contalned no infor-
mation concerning any subverslve aotivities on the part of

DAVIS during the last year.

b6
b7cC
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