America's Survival, Inc. is a 501 (c) 3 organization.
Please find attached our exemption documents.
Copies of our Form 990s are available for public inspection.
If you would like to review them, please make a request to:

America’'s Survival, Inc.
P.0O. Box 146
Owings, MD 20736



| INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE DEPARTHENT OF THE TREASURY
" DISTRICT DIRECTOR

F. 0, BOX 2308
CINCINMATE, OH 43201
T Eaployer Identification Musner:
Dates 7 G T U _ 52-2079210
R BLk:
17053082021028
AMERICAS SURVIVAL INC . LContaci Persom:
C/0 CLIFFORD P & L1ISA & XINCAID 2. f. DOWNING
tontaci Teipphons Mumber:
Wi s 20738 (513) 241-519%
Atcounting Perind Ending:
May 33
Foundation Siatus Classificaition:
309{a}il}

#dvanceg Fuling Perind Beginsg:
Seplember 17, 1997

Advance Ruling Period Endss
Fay 31, 2002

tddendun Applies:
Tes

Pear Applitani:

Based on inforsation you supplied, and assueing your operalions will be as
stated in your application foo recognition of exegpition, we have detersised you
are evespt from federal ioncome lax under section 3l{a) of the Internal Rewvenue
Code as an organization described in seciian 3IGL{cl{3}.

Because vou are a newly creafed organization, we are notl now maiing a
firal deteraination of your Toundation status under seciien 30%9(a} of the Lode.
However, we have deterained ihat you can reasonably expect to be & pubiicly
suppar ted osrganization described in gections SO9(al(i} and IFGIBI{LI{ANIwEL.

Gecprdingly, during an adwvance ruling period you will be treated as a
puBlicly suoported organizationn, and nol as « private foundation., Thig advance
ruling periogd begins and ands on the dates shown abave.

Within 90 days after the end of your advance ruling pericd, you must
send ws the inforadtion nesded io determine woether you Tave sef the require-
aents of the applicable supgort test during the advance ruling perfaot. IF you
establish that you have been a4 oublicly supporied organization, we will ciassi-
fy you as a section 50%(a)il} ar W (a){2} organization as long as you conitinue
to meel the reguivemenis of the applicadle sugport test. I you do not meet
the public suppori requiresents duriag the advance ruling period, w8 will
classify you as a privaie foundation for future pgeriods. Also, if we classify
you &9 & privete foundation, ee will treat you as & private Toundation Fraa
your beginning date for purposes of section 307({d} and 4940.

Grantores a0d contributors may w2ly on our deteraination that you are aoct a
private foundation uniil P0¢ days afier the end ef your advance ruling period.
IT you send us the reguired inforaation within the 90 days, granieors and
contributors may contioue to rely on the advance deteraination until we make
& final deteraination of vour foundation siatus.

IT we publish a notice in the Interpal Revenwe Bulletin stating fhat we
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ARERICAS SURVIVAL INC

will no longer treat you as a publicly supported crganization, grastors and
contributors may not rely on this deterwination after the date we publish the
notice. In additioa, if you lose your status as a publicly supported crgaai-
tation, and a4 grantor or contributor was responsible for, or was aware of, the
act or failure to act, that resulted in your loss of such status, that person
may not rely on this determination from the dafe of the act ar failure {o act.
Also, if a grantor or contributor learned that we had given notice that you
would b2 removed from classification as & publicly supported orgamnization, then
that person amay act rely on this dnturqinatan as of the date he or she
acquired such knnulwdqe. :

If you change your sources of supporit, your purposes, character, or method
of operation, please ief us know so we can consider the effect of the change on
your exespt status and foundation status. IF you amend your organizational
docuaent ar bylaws, please send us a copy of the amended decusent or bylaws.
fAlso, let us know all changes in your nase or address.

As af Januvary L, 1984, you sre liable for social security tazes under
the Federal insurance ContribButions Act on asnunts of $L00 or sore you pay to
gach of your employees during 4 calendar year. Yow are not iiable for the tax
imposed under the Federal Unesployment Tax Act {FUTa).

Organizations that are not private foundations are nof subject to the pri-
vate foundation excise taxes under Chapter 42 of the Internal Revenue Cade.
However, you are not qutomatically exempt from other federal excise taxes. ITf
you fave any guestions about excise, e-ploynent, or other Tederal taxes, pleasze

let us knuﬂ.

Doacrs may deduct confributions fo you as provided in section 170 of the
internal Revenue Code. Bequests, legacies, devises, transfers, or gifts to you
or for your use are deductible for Federal estate and gift tax purposes if they
el the applicable provisions of seclions 2059, 2106, and 2322 of the Code.’

Ponors may deduct contributions to you only to the exteni that their
contributions are gifts, with no consideration received. Ticket purchases and
similar payeents in conjunction with fundraising events may noi necessarily
qualify as deductible contributions, depending on the circumstances. Revenue
Ruling &7-2446, published in Cumulative Bulletin 1947-2, on page 104, gives
quidelines regarding when taxpayers may deduct payments for adaission to, or
other participation in, fundraising activities for charity.

Contributions to you are deductible by donors begioning Sept. L7, 1997.

You are not required ta file Forme 990, Return of Organization Cxempt From
Income Tax, if vour gross receipis 2ach year are normally $253,000 or lasss. If
you receive a Form 790 package in the mail, simply aitach the label grovided,
check the box in fhe heading to fadicate that your annual gross receipis are
noraally $25,000 ar less, and sign the return. Because you will be ireated as

3 public charity Tor reiurn Tiling purposes during your entire advance ruling
periad, you should file Form 990 for sach year in your advance ruiing periad
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AMERICA'S SURVIvVAL INC

that you exceed the $25,000 Tiling threshold even if your sourcse of sappart
da not satisfy the public support test specified in the heading of this letter.

If a return is required, it aust be filed by the 15th day of the Fifth
month afier the end of your anoual accounting periad. A pesalty of $20 & day
is charged when a return is filed late, unless there is reasonable cause for
the delay. However, the maximum penalty charged cannai exceed $10,000 or
9 percent of your gross receipts for the year, whichever is less. Far
organizations with gross receipis exceeding $1,000,000 in any year, the penaltiy
is $100 per day per return, uniess there is rEasonable cause for the delay.

The maximuam penaliy For an organization with gross receipts exceeding
$1,000,000 shall not exceed $50,000. This penalty may also be charged if a
return is noi compiete., So, please be sure your return is compiete befores you

file it.

¥You are not reguired to file federal income tax returns unless yeu are
subject to the tax on uarelated business income under section 511 of the Code.
If you are subject to this ifax, you sust file an income tax reiurn on Form
990-7, Exeapt Organization Businase Income Tax Return. In this letter we are
not deleraining whether any of your preseni or proposed activifies are unre-
lated trade o+ business as defined in seciionn 513 of the Cade.

You are required to make your annual retura available for pubiic
inspzetion for three years after the return is due. You are also reguired io
make available a copy of your exemption application, any supporiing documents,
and this exemption letter. Failure to sake these documenis available for
public inspeciion may subject you to a penaliy of $20 per day fTor each day
there iz 4 failure to comply {(up to a mazisum of $10,000 ia the case aof an
annual returnl. .

You need an employer identification number even T you tave oo eamployess,
If an =aployer identification nusber was not entered on your aoplication, we '
will assign a number to you and advise you of i{i. Please use that aumber an
all returns you file and in all correspendence with the Internal Revenue

Service. :

This ruling Is based on the understanding that the majority of your
Board of Directors will be non-salaried and will not be reiated io salaried
parsannel ar to parties providing services. It is 4lso based on the uader-
stanging that salaried individuals cannot voie on iheir own coapensation and
that compensation decicsions will be made by the board,

- This deteraination is based an evidence that your fuads are dedicated io
the purposes listed in section 501(c¢)(3}) of the Code. To assure your continued
- exemption, you should keep records to show that funds are speat only for those
purposes. If you distribute funds to oiher arganizations, your records should
show whether they are egxenpt under section 50L{c)i3). In cases where the
recipient arganization is not exempt under section J01{c){3}, you must have
evidence that the funds will reomain dedicated to the required purposes apnd ihat
the recipient will use the funds for those purposes.
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If you distribute funds to individuals, you should keep case histories
showiog the recipienis’ names, addresses, purposes of awards, aanner of selac~
tion, and relatioaship (if any) to aembers, officers, trustees or donors af
funds te vou, so fhat you can substantiate upon request by the Infernal Revenue
Service any and all distributions you made £o individuals. (Revenus Ruliag
34-30&, C.B. 1954-2, page 306.)

If we said in the heading of this letter that an sddendum appliss, the
addendue enclosed is an iolegral part of this letter.

Because this letier could help us resolve any gquesiions agont your exampl
status and foundation statws, you should keep it In your permanent records.

If you have any questions, please contact the person whose nase and
telephone auaber are shown in the heading of this letter.

Sincerely yours,

pistrict Director
Enclosure{s):

Addendum ]
Fore 872-C
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Guidelines under which private Toundalions amay rely an this
determination, for gifts, grants, and contributions made after March 13, 1989,
were liberalized and pubiished in Rev. Proc. 8%7-23, Cumulative Bulletin 1989-1,
page 844,

Contributicons made to you by corpor<eiions are deductidie by such donors aniy if
sich contribhutions are to be used within the United GStates or any of its
possessions exclusively for one or sore of the purposes specified in sgeciion
176(c)(2)(B} of the Code.

The value of time or personal services contributed to your organization oy
voluntears is not deductibie by those volunteers as a charitabie contribution
for Federal income tax purposes. Youw should advise your volunteers toc Ethis
effect.
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
B. 0. BOX 2508 '
CINCINNATI, OH 45201

Employer Identification Number:
D : 52-2079210
e NOV 18 2002 -
17053243710042
AMERICAS SURVIVAL INC Contact Person:

q ERIC J BERTELSEN ID# 31323
OWINGS, MD 736-0000 Contact Telephone Number:

(877) 829-5500
Our Letter Dated:
June 1998
Addendum Applies:

No

Dear Applicant:

This modifies our letter of the above date in which we stated that you
would be treated as an organization that is not a private foundation until the
expiration of your advance ruling peried.

Your exempt status under section 501(a) of the Internal Revenue Code as an
organization described in section 501(c) (3) is still in effect. Based on the
information you submitted, we have determined that you are not a private
foundation within the meaning of section 509(a) of the Code because you are an
organization of the type described in section 509(a) (1) and 170 (b) (1) {A) (vi).

Grantors and contributors may rely on this determination unless the
Internal Revenue Service publishes notice to the contrary. However, if you
lose your section 509(a) (1) status, a grantor or contributor may not rely on
this determination if he or she was in part responsible for, or was aware of,
the act or failure to act, or the substantial or material change on the part of
the organization that resulted in your loss of such status, or if he or she
acquired knowledge that the Internal Revenue Service had given notice that you
would no longer be classified as a section 50%(a) (1) organization.

You are required to make your annual information return, Form 990 or
Form 990-EZ, available for public inspection for three years after the later
of the due date of the return or the date the return is filed. You are also
required to make available for public inspection your exemption application,
any supporting documents, and your exemption letter. Copies of these
documents are also required to be provided to any individual upon written or in
person request without charge other than reasonable fees for copying and
postage. You may fulfill this requirement by placing these documents on the
Internet. Penalties may be imposed for failure to comply with these
requirements. Additional information is available in Publication 557,
Tax-Exempt Status for Your Organization, or you may call our toll free
number shown above,

If we have indicated in the heading of this letter that an addendum
applies, the addendum enclosed is an integral part of this letter.
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Because this letter could help resolve any guestions about your private
foundation status, please keep it in your permanent records.

We have sent a copy of this letter to your representative as indicated
in your power of attorney.

If you have any gquestions, please contact the person whose name and
telephone number are shown above.

Sincerely yours,

% ' il § e s
Ohle & L

T

Lois G. Lerner
{}ﬁfﬂirector, Exempt Organizations
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