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TESTIMONY OF MIKE SOTO

Bty e

TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 1970

_ LS, Skxan;,
SracomMrrree To INvesrieare mhae
AvyaxisTraTiON oF THE INTERNAL Spcvmiry Aot
Axo Oraenr IxTerxan Secvnrry Laws or 1he
Covymirrie o The Jrpiciany,
; Washington, D.C.

The subeommittee met, presuannt ta eall, at 12:30 pan., in voom 2228,
New Senate Office Bulding, Senator Marlow W. Cook presiding,

_Also present: J, G. Sourwine, chief counsel; John R. Novpel, Jr.,
director of research ; Samuel J. Svolt, associate counsel s and Alfouso .
Tarabochia, chief investigator.

Senator ('oox. Do you solenly swear that the testimony yon are
about. to give is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,
50 help you God ?

Mr. Sovo, I do,

Mr. Sourwixk. Tell us where you come from, your background, yonr
education, and then your organization. |

TESTIMONY OF MIKE SO0TO .

Mr. Suro. I gol a poor cducation, T will admit that, but T studied
when I was in prison, on the farm, and I have heen to business school,

Senator Coox: Were yon born in this country ? ‘

My, Soro. I was boyn in Puerto Rico, 1 am a citizen of the United
States. T was a general mess-up. At one time I was going to be an
evangelist and then certain problems prevented me from doing that,
so I got into some tronble. I was sent to Indiana State Farm for that
trouble. Then I was transferred from Indiana State Farnt to Michigan
City Prison due to a viot started down at the farm. Right after T got.
out of the prison I went back to Chieago where T was staying off and
on. There I started a street gangs the Young Street gang in Old Town
with the purpose of protectimg the long hairs coming down there, tha
}iippies, beeause they were attacked and jumped by the hippie hato
winters. 2

Woe fought the Young Lords a lot of times before they turned politi-
cal and we kicked them out of Old ‘Fown. Then Cha Cha started com-
ing down and giving us political raps, talked to us political; we should
bo doing this, you know, to help the poor people, start helging the poor
people, So our organization, you know, we kind of liked the idea so we
started he](l)inp; people; like people who didn’t have places to move to,
who needed rent money and things like that,
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Semator Cook, One other guestion 1 wonld like to ask yon, At the
height of your ovganization so M as protection is concerned with 36
menbiers, hew el money wonld yon eollect o week ?

Mo S, We ean collect i wonkd depuend. We didn’t extort, that
wite Ul dliffesenee Between us. When we nesded the money we went
out, If we didu’s need the money, we wonld never go ont,

Senator Cook. What did it vost 1o aperate yonr organization, say a
week orn nienth ¢

My, Serro, Wedidn's pay vent, We lnd everything free,

Senator Coog, | see,

Me, Soro, Nyl eneh imember worked, We had working members,

Senntor Cong, Lat wme nsk yon one other guestion,

Wit ix your impression of Bernnirdine Dolun ¢

Me. Sora, | have talked to her aud she is a violent manine beease
when 1 talked to her she said, “Lot's pick up arme, let's blow up this
country apart until we inke over”

Senntor Cook., That isall,

Mr, Sovewixe, Did yon know Robert Avakian?

Mr. Soro, No, sir,

Me, Sovewise, Syvivin Kushoer, De, Quentin Young ¢

Me, Sova, He is the movement doctor, e has taken cave of me at
tines, at one Gne when T had bload poisoning in my arm, He is also
un abortionist doctor, takes eare of abortions,

Mre. Sovmwise, Is bhe commected with the so-ealled  Medieal
Conmitiee for Hluman Rights?

My, Suro. He is conneeted mostly with student health organizations,
In faet he is one of the main leaders,

Me. Sovewise, Do you know wheve his offives are 2

Me, Sorw, i right by the wniversity, it is in 0 shopping center, 1
do not know the addvess. 1 was there, I was treated by him. I was
wiven medicine by him without & preseviption, Shots and things like
that. He told we any time I needed to doctor to come to him, free of
vlmr;igo. free service, free everything or any of my members or friends,
fllllli Ve

My, Sovewing, Mike Ausava, Stanley Avonowitz, Barbara Bon.
durant, Heather and Panl Bouth, Don Baneroft, (arl and Ann
Braden, Leonard Bondinf?

You have noe knowledge of Carl and Ann Braden? Wounld it refresh
your memory to say that they were leaders in the Southern Conference
Fiduention Fund?

Mr. Soro. 1t sounds familiar, but that isall.

Mr. Soverwixe, Jean Contenay. Te is French.

Me, Soro, No,

Mr. Sovnpwixe Wilbue Colon ?

Mr, Soro. Colon 2 :

That rings a bell bug 1 ean't place if. T know I talked to him.

Me. Sovewixe, Fred Cohen, Faith Carney ? o )

Mr. Sore. We have a givl, it sounds simifar to that as one of the fivst
members of our organization,

My, Sovawine, What organization?

Mr. Soro, The Young Street organization,

Mr. Sovuwixe, She lived or lives ut 1947 North Towe in Chicago.

Me. Soro, She lived with us, she had to stay in the office, she was in
charge of organizing and also money,



