
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF OHIO COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 

J.E., 
Plaintiff, 

v. CIVILACTIONNO. l A - f L ^ ' H 
JUDGE: J&wV,4 (\_ & ^ & 

UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS, 
DIOCESE OF WHEELING-CHARLESTON, 
BISHOP MICHAEL J. BRANSFIELD and 
JOHN DOES 1-20, 

Defendants. 

COMPLAINT 

COMES NOW the Plaintiff; J.E.% by counsel, Warner Law Offices, PLLC, and for his 

Complaint against the Defendants, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Diocese of 

Wheeling-Charleston, Bishop Michael J. Bransfield and John Does 1-20, and alleges and avers as 

follows: 

1. The Plaintiff J.E. is currently a resident of Pocahontas County, West Virginia. At 

all times relevant hereto, J.E. was a resident of St. Clairsville, Ohio. 

2. Upon information and belief the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops is 

the episcopal conference of the Catholic Church in the United States, composed of all active and 

retired members of the Catholic hierarchy and is a non-fbr-profit corporation organized in the 

District of Columbia. At all times relevant herein, Defendant Bishop Michael Bransfield was a 

member and secretary general of the Conference. 

i Consistent with the practice of the West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals, in cases involving sensitive 
matters and/or minor children, only the initials of the victim is used. See e.g., ffo/mes u. AzMard, 2013 
W.Va. LEXIS 353 (W.Va. 2013); Sfufe u. Eduxzrd Churfes 1., 183 W.Va. 641,645 n. 1,398 S.E.2d 123,127 
n.i (1990). 



^. Upon information and beliefs Defendant DioceseofWheeling^Charleston, was and 

continues to beaRoman Catholic organisation andanon^profit religious corporation conducting 

business in the StateofWest Virginia withaprincipalplaceofbusiness located in Wheeling, Ohio 

County,West Virginia. At all times relevant herein, Defendant Bishop Michael Bransfield was 

the Bishop ofthe Diocese ofWheeling^Charleston. 

^. At all times relevant herein, Defendant Bishop MichaelJ.Bransfield thereinafter 

sometimes referred to as "BishopBransfield") was theBishop andheadof theDioceseof 

WheelingCharlestonandaresidentofOhioCounty,West Virginia. 

^. Upon information and belief Defendants DOES 1̂ 10, are membersofthe Catholic 

Church and employees and^oragentsofthe United States ConferenceofCatholic Bishops who are 

not residents ofthe State ofWest Virginia. 

o. Upon information and beliefs Defendant DOESl l^^ , are membersofthe Catholic 

Church and employees and^oragentsofthe Diocese ofWheeling-Charleston. 

7. Upon information and belief DOES 1^0,weretheco^conspirators,employees, 

agents, ostensible agents, ^oint venturers, officers and^or representatives, each of whom assisted 

in, covered up, authorised and ratified the wrongful conduct ofBishop Michael Bransfield. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

^. Many of the incidents which form the basis of this Complaint occurred in Ohio 

County,West Virginia at Bishop Bransfield^soffice, house and at the Cathedral of St. Joseph of 

Wheeling 

^ 



^. This Court has personal jurisdiction over the Defendant, United States Conference 

of Catholic Bishops pursuant toWest Virginia Code ^56-3-33,as this Defendant has causeda 

tortious injury in the StateofWest Virginia and otherwise conducts business in and directs activity 

toward the StateofWest Virginia. 

10. f̂his Court has personal jurisdiction over the Defendants, Diocese ofWheeling 

Charleston and Bishop Michael Bransfield as they are each residents ofthe StateofWest Virginia, 

regularly conducting business in Ohio County,WestVirginia and causing tortious injury in the 

StateofWest Virginia. 

11. f̂his Court has personal jurisdiction overtheDefendants,JohnDoesl^, pursuant 

to West Virginia Code§56-3-33,as eachofthem,respectively,causedatortiousinjuryin the State 

ofWest Virginia. 

1^. Venue is appropriate in accordance with West Virginia C o d e ^ 6 - l i ^ a ^ ) . 

^AC^SRE^EVAN^f^OA^COUN^fS 

13. Bishop Michael Bransfield was ordained to the priesthood by Cardinal John l^rol 

o n M a y l 5 , l ^ l . In 1^^7,Pope John Paul 11 named Bishop Bransfield as an honorary prelate. 

Bishop Bransfield was named assistant director ofli turgyinl^^directoroffinanceinl^^,and 

director ofthe National Shrine ofthe Immaculate Conception inl^^o. Inl^0,Bishop Bransfield 

was named the first rector ofthe newly named Bascilica of the National Shrineofthe Immaculate 

Conception, where he remained until ^ ^ 1 . 

1^. On December ^ ,^00^ Bishop Bransfield was appointed the eighth Bishop of the 

Diocese ofWheeling-Charleston by PopeJohn Paul 11. 
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15. On Pebruary22,2005,BishopBransfield received episcopalconsecration from 

Cardinal William I^enry^eeler,with Cardinal Theodore Edgar McCarricl^ and Bishop Bernard 

William Schmitt serving as co-consecrators at St. Joseph^sCathedral in Wheeling,West Virginia. 

16. Bishop Bransfield was trustee and president of f̂he Papal Poundation which 

purportedly raises millions ofdollars for Vatican projects and sat on the Board of^frusteesofSt. 

Charles Borromeo Seminary and the Bascilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 

Conception. 

1^. At all times relevant herein, Bishop Bransfield wasamember of the anights of 

Columbus and the anights ofthe Holy Sepulchre. 

1^. At all times relevant herein, Bishop Bransfield wasamember of the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops, servingas treasurer for theorgani^ation and sittingonthe 

Communications Committee and National Collections Committee. 

1^. At all times relevant herein, and beginning with his consecration and appointment 

as the BishopoftheDioceseofWheeling-Charleston, Defendant Bishop Bransfield was employed 

bytheDioceseofWheeling-Charleston and was in chargeofthe congregation, and by and through 

his employment, Bishop Bransfield interacted with countless adolescent boys in the church and 

community and ô uicl̂ ly gained the trust ofparents and children. 

20̂  f̂he Diocese ofWheeling-Charleston covers the entire StateofWest Virginian the 

Bishop of the Diocese ofWheelingCharleston is the head of the Catholic Church and all ofits 

operations inthe StateofWest Virginia. 

21. PlaintiffJ.E.was raised to trust, revere and respect the Catholic Church including 

its employees, agents and servants. Plaintiffcame into contact with Defendant Bishop Bransfield 
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through his attendance and participation at the Cathedral of St. Joseph,which Bishop Bransfield 

was acting as an employee, agent and head ofthe Diocese ofWheeling-Charleston. 

22. Upon information and belief, duringhis tenure as Bishop, the DioceseofWheeling-

Charleston covered all living expenses for Bishop Bransfield, including the purchaseof all food 

and drin^ consumed bythe Bishop, as well as providingapersonal chef. 

23. Upon information and belief at all times relevant herein, Bishop Bransfield wasa 

binge drinker of alcohol, nightly consuming one-half^l^2)to one whole bottleofCointreau liquor, 

an ^0 proof orange flavored alcohol, costing well over^fwenty Dollars ^20.OO^abottle. 

2^. Upon information and beliefs Defendant Bishop Bransfield was l̂ nown to 

Defendants to drinl^ until he was intoxicated at which point he would engage in grossly 

inappropriate behavior,including but not limited to making sexually suggestive gestures, hugging, 

hissing, inappropriately touching and foundling seminarians. 

25. At all times relevant herein, Defendant Bishop Bransfield wasase^ual predator 

with lustful disposition toward adolescent males. Afrer being placed inaposition of trust by 

Defendants, Bishop Bransfield sexually abused, molested, fondled, and assaultedJ.E. and other 

adolescent and ^adult̂  males, by,through and during his employment as Bishop with the Diocese 

ofWheelingCharleston. 

26. Upon information and belief, in 200^,the Defendants became awareofacomplaint 

that Bishop Bransfield had fbndledayoung male under his care and supervision, and yet tool̂  no 

action to appropriately investigate, counsel or sanction Bishop Bransfield. 

2^. In appro^imately200^,J.E. became part of the pontifical crew servicing Bishop 

Bransfield during mass held at the Cathedralof St. Joseph^sinWheeling,WestVirginia. At 

Bishop Bransfield^sre^uest,J.E. eventually became the personal altar serverto Bishop Bransfield. 
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2^. During his tenure on the pontifical crew and while he wasaseminarian,J.E.was 

subjected to sexually suggestive gestures, hugging, hissing, inappropriate touching and foundling 

byBishopBransfieldwiththefull knowledge ofotheremployees,agents and servants of the 

Diocese ofWheeling-Charleston. 

2^ In 2012, during a trial of Catholic Church leaders in Philadelphia, Bishop 

Bransfield was accused by two ^2) witnesses of associating withapriest who sexually abused 

minors and ofbeing aware ofthe sexual abuse. Bishop Bransfield was accused of allowing the 

Philadelphia priest to sexually abuse children atabeach house he owned on the New Jersey shore. 

30. f̂hese allegations were allegedly investigated bythe Catholic Church and no harm 

tohis stature or reputation, no discipline,counseling, additional supervisionor demotion was 

issued to Bishop Bransfield by the Catholic Church. 

31. J.E. was thereafter hand selected by BishopBransfieldtoserveashisinterim 

secretary. As was the usual custom with Bishop Bransfield^ssecretary,Bishop Bransfield lobbied 

to haveJ.E.move into his home and live with the Bishop mil time. Monsignor^evinM.^uirl^, 

rector ofthe Cathedral of St. Joseph, knowing Bishop Bransfield^s illegal and improper 

propensities toward molestation of young males,fbughttol^eepJ.E.from moving intoBishop 

Bransfield^shome, but did so inamannerthat protected Bishop Bransfield^struenatureasase^ual 

predator. 

32. While acting as the interim secretary for Bishop Bransfield,J.E.was required to 

travel with the Bishop around the Diocese. In May of201^,duringamultidaytrip to Charleston, 

West Virginia, to conduct mass, Bishop Bransfield was drinking heavily and inadvertently locked 

himself out of the parish. Msgr.^evinM.^nirl^,amember of the executive staff toBishop 
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