IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF OHIO COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA-'" 707 2127117

JE,
Plaintiff,
v. CIVIL ACTION NO._|4-¢ -1
JUDGE: Mavid §, durns

UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS,
DIOCESE OF WHEELING-CHARLESTON,

BISHOP MICHAEL J. BRANSFIELD and

JOHN DOES 1-20,

Defendants.
COMPLAINT

COMES NOW the Plaintiff, J.E.!, by counsel, Warner Law Offices, PLLC, and for his
Complaint against the Defendants, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston, Bishop Michael J. Bransfield and John Does 1-20, and alleges and avers as
follows:

1. The Plaintiff J.E. is currently a resident of Pocahontas County, West Virginia. At
all times relevant hereto, J.E. was a resident of St. Clairsville, Ohio.

2. Upon information and belief, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops is
the episcopal conference of the Catholic Church in the United States, composed of all active and
retired members of the Catholic hierarchy and is a non-for-profit corporation organized in the
District of Columbia. At all times relevant herein, Defendant Bishop Michael Bransfield was a

member and secretary general of the Conference.

! Consistent with the practice of the West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals, in cases involving sensitive
matters and/or minor children, only the initials of the victim is used. See e.g., Holmes v. Ballard, 2013
W.Va. LEXIS 353 (W.Va. 2013); State v. Edward Charles L., 183 W.Va. 641, 645 n. 1, 308 5.E.2d 123, 127
n.1(1990).



3. Upon information and belief, Defendant Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, was and
continues to be a Roman Catholic organization and a non-profit religious corporation conducting
business in the State of West Virginia with a principal place of business located in Wheeling, Ohio
County, West Virginia. At all times relevant herein, Defendant Bishop Michael Bransfield was

the Bishop of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston.

4. At all times relevant herein, Defendant Bishop Michael J. Bransfield (hereinafter
sometimes referred to as “Bishop Bransfield”) was the Bishop and head of the Diocese of

Wheeling-Charleston and a resident of Ohio County, West Virginia.

5. Upon information and belief, Defendants DOES 1-10, are members of the Catholic
Church and employees and/or agents of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops who are

not residents of the State of West Virginia.

6. Upon information and belief, Defendant DOES 11-20, are members of the Catholic

Church and employees and/or agents of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston.

= Upon information and belief, DOES 1-20, were the co-conspirators, employees,
agents, ostensible agents, joint venturers, officers and/or representatives, each of whom assisted

in, covered up, authorized and ratified the wrongful conduct of Bishop Michael Bransfield.
JURISDICTION AND VENUE

8. Many of the incidents which form the basis of this Complaint occurred in Ohio
County, West Virginia at Bishop Bransfield’s office, house and at the Cathedral of St. Joseph of

Wheeling.



. This Court has personal jurisdiction over the Defendant, United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops pursuant to West Virginia Code §56-3-33, as this Defendant has caused a
tortious injury in the State of West Virginia and otherwise conducts business in and directs activity

toward the State of West Virginia.

10.  This Court has personal jurisdiction over the Defendants, Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston and Bishop Michael Bransfield as they are each residents of the State of West Virginia,
regularly conducting business in Ohio County, West Virginia and causing tortious injury in the

State of West Virginia.

11.  This Court has personal jurisdiction over the Defendants, John Does 1-20, pursuant
to West Virginia Code §56-3-33, as each of them, respectively, caused a tortious injury in the State

of West Virginia.

12.  Venue is appropriate in accordance with West Virginia Code §56-1-1(a)(2).

FACTS RELEVANT TO ALL COUNTS

13.  Bishop Michael Bransfield was ordained to the priesthood by Cardinal John Krol
on May 15, 1971. In 1987, Pope John Paul II named Bishop Bransfield as an honorary prelate.
Bishop Bransfield was named assistant director of liturgy in 1980; director of finance in 1982, and
director of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 1986. In 1990, Bishop Bransfield
was named the first rector of the newly named Bascilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception, where he remained until 2004.

14, On December 4, 2004, Bishop Bransfield was appointed the eighth Bishop of the

Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston by Pope John Paul 11



15. On February 22, 2005, Bishop Bransfield received episcopal consecration from
Cardinal William Henry Keeler, with Cardinal Theodore Edgar McCarrick and Bishop Bernard
William Schmitt serving as co-consecrators at St. Joseph’s Cathedral in Wheeling, West Virginia.

16.  Bishop Bransfield was trustee and president of The Papal Foundation which
purportedly raises millions of dollars for Vatican projects and sat on the Board of Trustees of St.
Charles Borromeo Seminary and the Bascilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception.

17. At all times relevant herein, Bishop Bransfield was a member of the Knights of
Columbus and the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre.

18. At all times relevant herein, Bishop Bransfield was a member of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, serving as treasurer for the organization and sitting on the
Communications Committee and National Collections Committee.

19. At all times relevant herein, and beginning with his consecration and appointment
as the Bishop of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, Defendant Bishop Bransfield was employed
by the Diocese of Wheeling -Charleston and was in charge of the congregation, and by and through
his employment, Bishop Bransfield interacted with countless adolescent boys in the church and
community and quickly gained the trust of parents and children.

20.  The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston covers the entire State of West Virginia; the
Bishop of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is the head of the Catholic Church and all of its
operations in the State of West Virginia.

21.  Plaintiff J.E. was raised to trust, revere and respect the Catholic Church including

its employees, agents and servants. Plaintiff came into contact with Defendant Bishop Bransfield



through his attendance and participation at the Cathedral of St. Joseph, which Bishop Bransfield
was acting as an employee, agent and head of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston.

22.  Upon information and belief, during his tenure as Bishop, the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston covered all living expenses for Bishop Bransfield, including the purchase of all food
and drink consumed by the Bishop, as well as providing a personal chef.

23.  Upon information and belief, at all times relevant herein, Bishop Bransfield was a
binge drinker of alcohol, nightly consuming one-half (1/2) to one whole bottle of Cointreau liquor,
an 80 proof orange flavored alcohol, costing well over Twenty Dollars ($20.00) a bottle.

24.  Upon information and belief, Defendant Bishop Bransfield was known to
Defendants to drink until he was intoxicated at which point he would engage in grossly
inappropriate behavior, including but not limited to making sexually suggestive gestures, hugging,
kissing, inappropriately touching and foundling seminarians.

25, At all times relevant herein, Defendant Bishop Bransfield was a sexual predator
with lustful disposition toward adolescent males. After being placed in a position of trust by
Defendants, Bishop Bransfield sexually abused, molested, fondled, and assaulted J.E. and other
adolescent and ‘adult’ males, by, through and during his employment as Bishop with the Diocese
of Wheeling-Charleston.

26. Upon information and belief, in 2007, the Defendants became aware of a complaint
that Bishop Bransfield had fondled a young male under his care and supervision, and yet took no
action to appropriately investigate, counsel or sanction Bishop Bransfield.

27.  In approximately 2008, J.E. became part of the pontifical crew servicing Bishop
Bransfield during mass held at the Cathedral of St. Joseph’s in Wheeling, West Virginia. At

Bishop Bransfield’s request, J.E. eventually became the personal altar server to Bishop Bransfield.






