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The Honorable Audrey Y. Davis 

Director 

CHARLES E. GRASSLEY 

PRESIDENT PflO TEMPORE EMERITUS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1501 

March 19, 2024 

Defense Finance and Accounting Service 

8999 East 56th St 
Indianapolis, IN 46249 

Dear Director Davis: 
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I am writing to request information and suppotiing documentation pertaining to 43 

fraudulent payments totaling $103 .3 million that your office made to a fake company, CHYLD, 

created by an Army employee, Janet Y. Mello. 

In order to help me understand how such a large sum of money could be paid to a non
existent company from 2016 to 2023 without detection by internal controls and/or vigilant 
oversight, I request that you provide the following documents and answers to related questions: 

• A list of all payments to CHYLD/Mello, including date of payment, amount of payment,

payee, reemit address;

• All 43 payment vouchers;

• Were all payments made with U.S. Treasury checks?

• The indictment indicates that CHYLD/Mello award packages included her memoranda
giving DF AS "instructions to cut a check to the entity specified in the award package,

CHYLD. OF AS would then mail the check to CHYLD per shipping instructions

detailed in the memo." The checks were sent via FEDEX to a UPS Mailbox rented by

Mello and located at 20770 Hwy 281 N Suite 108-421, San Antonio, TX 78258 and other

addresses. Is there anything unusual or suspicious about her special instructions on

handling and delivery of the 43 checks?

• DF AS payments are automatically mailed or transmitted directly to a remit address. So

why were special instructions necessary for her checks?

• Law requires a taxpayer identification number (TIN) on all ce1iified payment vouchers

submitted to a disbursing officer for payment. The TIN is a unique nine-digit identifier

assigned to all individuals by the Social Security Administration and to businesses by the
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