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“Make Guillotines Great Again” 
- Quip from Matthew Vadum, author of Subversion, Inc. 

 

The guillotine was a method of 

executing political opponents during 

the French Revolution. The Jacobin 

government that used the guillotine 

was called the Reign of Terror. 

Exclusive coverage of the political power behind Zohran 

Mamdani – the Jacobin 15th anniversary conference 

“Socialism in Our Time” that was held in a church 

Photographs by Cliff Kincaid © www.usasurvival.org  

Saturday, September 13, 2025 from 9:30 AM to 7:30 PM (EDT) 

The Church of the Village, 201 West 13th Street, New York, NY 10011 
 

NOTE: Issue number 10 of Jacobin features a “Guillotine” cover, designed by Remeike Forbes, the creative director 

of the DSA-linked Jacobin magazine (below right). Cover posters are sold and described as a “perfect adornment for 

both bathrooms and boardrooms.” The word “Giljotin” is a foreign spelling for guillotine 

     

The New York Review of Architecture was invited into Forbes’ Jacobin office and 

reported, “There are busts of Trotsky, Lenin, and Lincoln. There are three framed 

 

On sale at the Jacobin 

conference. 
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photographs of the Italian Communist Palmiro Togliatti playing chess on the wall. A red 

ceiling soffit proclaims, ‘SOCIALISM IN OUR TIME.’” One photo shows a communist 

hammer and sickle on the wall.  

   

  

The Church of the Village describes itself as “a beautiful and intentionally diverse community, whose 

doors swing wide open to embrace spiritual seekers within and beyond Christianity.” A plaque in the 

church honoring Edward Egan (below) describes him as a member of the Mattachine Society, a “gay 

rights” group founded by Communist Party USA member Harry Hay.  
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The name of Bernie Sanders appears on a list of speakers at the 10th anniversary conference 

of the Soviet front U.S. Peace Council. Boston, Massachusetts, Nov. 10-12, 1989. 

Edward J. O’Malley, FBI Assistant Director for Intelligence, testified on July 14, 1982: “The 

Communist Party, United States of America, also has a number of front or affiliated 

organizations working to implement Soviet active measures. Foremost among them is the U.S. 

Peace Council, an affiliate of the World Peace Council. These organizations are often more 

effective than the CPUSA itself because the American people they are dealing with may not be 

aware that they are in facts fronts of the CP…the KGB has clandestinely transferred funds to 

the CPUSA on behalf of the CP Soviet Union. Several Soviet officials affiliated with the KGB at 

the Soviet Embassy in Washington, D.C., and the Soviet Mission to the United Nations are in 
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regular contact with CPUSA members and officials of CPUSA front groups. They monitor 

CPUSA activities and transmit guidance to the CPUSA officials…In 1979…the CPUSA assigned 

two of its longtime members to establish a U.S. chapter of the world Peace Council…The key 

leadership positions in the U.S. Peace Council were given to CPUSA members.” Soviet active 

measures is a form of political warfare designed to discredit the United States and support 

communist objectives and interests. 

Sanders once performed manual labor on an Israeli commune or kibbutz dedicated to Joseph 

Stalin. The Times of Israel reported, “The kibbutz belonged to the Israeli political party Mapam, 

which in the 1950s had been a communist, Soviet-affiliated faction. Kibbutz members had 

admired Joseph Stalin until his death, and they would celebrate May Day with red flags. They 

spoke of controlling the means of production, taking from each according to his abilities and 

giving to each according to his needs.” 

   

Jacobin Editor and Publisher Bhaskar Sunkara (above) 

 

One of the members of the group backing Mamdani, Democratic Socialists of America (DSA), 

went to prison on charges of spying for East Germany and Communist Russia. His name is Kurt 
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Alan Stand and he is still a member in good standing of DSA in the Washington, D.C. area. He 

was found guilty of communist espionage. 

        

Vivek Chibber (above) is a professor of sociology at New York University and the author 

of Confronting Capitalism: How the World Works and how to Change it. 

        

This literature was distributed to Jacobin conference participants. Catalyst: A Journal of Theory and 

Strategy is edited by Vivek Chibber. 
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Bertil Haggman of the Center for Research on Geopolitics notes that “the profound 

differences between the two great revolutions for freedom in the 18th century, the 

events of 1776 in America and those of 1789 in France, is obvious.” His forthcoming 

“The Myth of the West and the Idea of Freedom, Two Revolutions, and the 

Planetary Civil War,” emphasizes “The importance of the American revolution for 

civilization and the idea of freedom” and “the influence of Jacobin extremism on 

communist ideology during the 19th century…”  

 

"Dance of the Jacobins” around the scaffold after the execution of Louis XVI. (above) 

  

A mobile guillotine used in 1794. Musée Maurice Dufresne photos. Photographed at Musée Maurice 

Dufresne, Azay-le-Rideau, France. Public domain. 
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Excerpt: Twelve Who Ruled, by R.R. Palmer, about the Reign of Terror of the French Revolution. 

 

In his book, Domestic Enemies, Daniel 

Greenfield argues that the origins of the 

Democrat Party are rooted in the French 

Revolution of 1789. He contends the 

Jacobins dreamed of bringing that violent 

upheaval to America’s shores, “where 

revolution had fallen short of the French 

vision of the ideal society.” He contrasts 

the French Revolution with the American 

Revolution which was bound “within the 

confines of the principles of the 

Declaration of Independence and the 

Constitution.”  
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In a review of the book, Mark Tapson writes that, “The 

American left, just like the French left, wanted not a 

republic restrained by a recognition of the limitations of 

our flawed human nature, but a utopian new world order. 

To lay the groundwork for that, clubs or organizations 

called Democratic Societies, modeled on radical Jacobin 

clubs, were set up with the assistance and funding of 

foreign emissaries of the French Revolution. These 

societies “formed the backbone of what would become 

the country’s first true political party as part of a radical 

plan to bring the French Revolution to America.” 

 

The execution of Robespierre and his supporters on July 28, 1794. Unknown author. 

 


