
Russian Influence operations, Edward 

Snowden, and Senator Rand Paul. How 

Moscow is influencing the conservative 

movement.
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Russian President Vladimir Putin was deeply involved in ñactive measuresò and espionage activities during the late 

1980s when he was a KGB colonel and spy in East Germany. Later, he became head of the FSB, the KGBôs main 

successor. The evil genius of Edward Snowdenôs espionage operation was to frame his defection in terms of 

alleging that he was a ñwhistleblowerò who was informing the American people that they were being spied upon 

illegally. Michael Savage called Snowden a ñpatriot,ò Glenn Beck said his disclosures were an ñact of heroism,ò and 

Joseph Farah of World Net Daily said he was a whistleblower who should be given immunity from prosecution by 

Congress and a ticker tape parade. Craig Shirley, a conservative political consultant in Washington and author of 

three Ronald Reagan biographies, said, ñSupport for Snowden is actually consistent with the tradition of American 

conservatism.ò Eric Bolling of the Fox News Channel said Fox was eager to provide a ñplatformò for further criminal 

disclosures from Snowden. Andrew Napolitano, a Fox News personality, had proclaimed Snowden an ñAmerican 

hero.ò The Koch-funded libertarian group Students for Liberty gave Snowden its ñhighest honorò -- its ñalumnus of 

the yearò award. 

Russia has ñno mass surveillance 

in our country,ò according to 

President Vladimir Putin, after he 

was asked a surprise question by 

whistleblower Edward Snowden 

at his Q&A session, adding ñour 

surveillance activities are strictly 

controlled by the law.ò



.
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Moscow now does openly what it used to do through the covert channels of the KGB, the Soviet 

intelligence service. Russia Today (RT) television is one key to understanding Russian influence 

operations. It has been described by Konstantin Preobrazhensky, himself a former Soviet KGB 

officer who defected to the West, as ña part of the Russian industry of misinformation and 

manipulationò designed to mislead foreign audiences about Russian intentions. He says Russia 

Today television utilizes methods of propaganda that are managed by Directorate ñAò of the 

Russian Foreign Intelligence Service. He explains, ñThe specialty of Directorate óAô is deceiving 

world public opinion and manipulating it. It has got a lot of experience over decades of the Cold 

War.ò He adds, ñRussia Todayò is only a part of the Russian industry of misinformation and 

manipulation created recently in the USA by Putinôs KGB. It  includes the utilization of some 

American think-tanks and political scientists, their direct work-up by Putin at annual meetings in 

Russia, putting Russian Americans under Kremlinôs control etc.
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The strange aspect of what is 

unfolding before our eyes is that so 

many American conservatives, led 

by former Reagan communications 

director Patrick J. Buchanan, 

accepted Putin as a Christian 

leader. Back from the Dead: The 

Return of the Evil Empire shows 

that Putin adopted Orthodox 

Christianity as another ideological 

front, in order to fool the West. 

Putinôs so-called ñKingdom of Godò 

is in realty the return of the Evil 

Empire that President Reagan 

worked so hard to destroy.  It is 

perhaps the most incredible 

deception of all. 



ñThe first part of solving the problem is to recognize there has been Russian penetration of the West, 

not just through espionage operations but by agents of influence.ò 

We published a February 18, 2008 article, ñObamaôs Communist Mentor,ò on Frank Marshall Davis, 

and released the 600-page FBI file on Davis in August of that year. However, the Drudge Report 

refused to run a paid advertisement (below) from ASI on this matter.
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From our book: ñAs a federal candidate, of course, he [Obama] 

didnôt have to undergo a background check. Equally significant, 

Congress doesnôt have an internal security committee to probe 

such questions. Former FBI supervisor Max Noel has pointed 

out that the FBI once utilized a CARL test when it conducted 

background checks on people for high-level positions. The 

acronym CARL stands for Character, Associates, 

Reputation, and Loyalty. It is time to return to such a 

standard. America also needs the return of internal security 

committees in Congress to examine security lapses and 

infiltration by enemy agents .ò 



Major Russia Today (RT) propaganda themes:

ÅThe 9/11 terrorist attacks were an ñinside job.ò 

ÅBarack Obama is an agent of the CIA.

ÅThe U.S. is run by a corrupt government with an extensive surveillance 

apparatus (the NSA) and a criminal intelligence operation (the CIA).

ÅIsrael and ñneoconsò secretly manipulate U.S. foreign policy. 

ÅThe Bilderbergers and other ñsecretò groups run the world and the U.S.

ÅVladimir Putin is a Russian patriot and a Christian, and Russia serves as 

a check on American power.

ÅNATO must be stopped and dismantled, and a new ñEuropean security 

architectureò put in its place.

ÅBradley/Chelsea Manning, Julian Assange, and Edward Snowden are all 

whistleblowers.
ÅRon Paul and Rand Paul are political figures worth supporting in the U.S.
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The work being done by organizations such as the Wilson Center and Brookings in cooperation with the Russians 

is covered in the new book, Back from the Dead: The Return of the Evil Empire, under the heading of ñinfiltration 

through cooperation.ò Former KGB officer Konstantin Preobrazhensky, who fled Putinôs Russia, talks about how 

Washington think tanks have been infiltrated by Russian agents who shun those who have inside knowledge of 

Putinôs KGB-dominated government and geopolitical strategy.

Preobrazhensky: 

Even though Russian propaganda accuses the U.S. of all mortal sins, in America itself there is not one scientific 

center studying Russia based on critical, anti-Putin, anti-Soviet views. 

Preobrazhensy: Russian-American cooperation is one-sided. Only Russia 

is getting benefits from it. America is enjoying euphoria of victory over 

Communism in the Cold War, but Russians say the war is still going on.
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From Back from the Dead: The Return of the Evil Empire: ñTrade 

with the USSR served Soviet interests then, and it serves Russian 

interests today.ò

Pravda: Having written off Moscow as a serious geopolitical rival, flying on the 

wings of inaccessible military and technological superiority, Washington drove 

itself into a trap, from which it does not see a way out even in a medium-term 

perspective. 
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Pravda: It just so happens that today, Russia's strategic nuclear forces 

(SNF) are even more advanced in comparison with those of the US , 

as they ensure parity on warheads with a significantly smaller number of 

carriers of strategic nuclear weapons. This gap between Russia and 

the United States may only grow in the future , given the fact that 

Russian defense officials promised to rearm Russia's SNF with new 

generation missiles. The progress was made possible thanks to the 

treaty on the limitation of nuclear weapons, also known as START -3. 

Author of Shadow World (2008) Robert 

Chandler (as quoted in Back from the Dead: 

Return of the Evil Empire): ñAs the storm 

clouds rise again to the east of Europe, the 

capitalist West is floundering. The refusal by 

Americans and Europeans to recognize that 

the post-Cold War party is over and their 

failure to develop a common strategy, vis-à-

vis an energy muscular Russia is self-

defeating.ò
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It is illegal for a foreign corporation such as RT to interfere in U.S. elections 

by providing campaign support for any candidate. The FEC dismissed the 

complaint. 

Russia Today openly supported Ron Paulôs run for the presidency in 2012. 

So did Edward Snowden.  



Preobrazhensky: 

ñChristianity became the state 

religion now in Russia, as it was in 

Imperial Russia. At the same time the 

Moscow Patriarchate is used for 

promoting Russian influence and 

espionage in the West, as it was in 

Soviet times. But now these kinds of 

activities have increased 

significantly.ò
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Vladimir Yakunin, the chief executive of 

Russian Railways, former officer and long 

time ally of Russian president Vladimir 

Putin, is on the sanctions list decided by 

the U.S. government. He is a key player in 

ñactive measuresò operations. 

Key Russian personnel: former KGB officer Vladimir Yakunin  



Financial Times: Throughout the Ukraine crisis, Russia's Orthodox billionaire 

Konstantin Malofeev , 40, has emerged as a key figure linking the pro-Russia forces 

on the ground in Ukraine and the political establishment in Moscow.
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Presidium of the World Congress of Families 

(WCF) VIII (left to right): Chief Rabbi of 

Russia Berel Lazar, Supreme Mufti of Russia 

Talgat Tajuddin, Aymeric Chauprade, 

Russian politician Yelena Mizulina, 

Konstantin Malofeev, Nataliya Yakunina and 

Vladimir Yakunin. September 10 2014, 

Moscow

Presidium of the WCF VIII (left to right): 

Supreme Mufti of Russia Talgat Tajuddin, 

Aymeric Chauprade, Russian politician Yelena 

Mizulina, Russian Orthodox leader Vladimir 

(Kirill) Gundyaev, Nataliya Yakunina, Oleg 

Morozov, Vladimir Yakunin. September 10 2014, 

Moscow
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The Russian Orthodox Church hosted  ñThe Large Family and the Future of Humanity.ò 

This event, run by entities associated with Yakuninôs Istoki Fund, is another installment in 

the campaign to present Putin as a global Christian statesman.
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The World Congress of Families (WCF) has been collaborating with the Russians since at least 2008, when it 

participated in the World Public Forum, another group founded by Yakunin. Larry Jacobs of the WCF said at the 

time, ñMuch credit should be given to Vladimir Yakunin, who has invested his time and resources for the 

betterment of world civilizations.ò 



The Russian Embassy in Washington D.C. 

William Murray, the son of atheist Madalyn Murray O'Hair, attended the U.S.-Russian Forum event 

in Washington, D.C. in June, 2014. The evening portion of the event was held at the Russian 

Embassy at 2650 Wisconsin Avenue, NW. It was followed by a similar conference in Moscow. 

Russian Ambassador Kislyak and William Murray
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Elena Branson - President, Russian Center in New York

Mikhail Delyagin - Director, Institute for Globalization

Marshall DeRosa - Professor, Florida Atlantic University

Gilbert Doctorow - Founder, European Committee for East ï West Accord

Brian Hanley - Professor, University of California

Gerard Janco - President, Eurasia Center

Victor Kremenyuk ï Deputy Director, Institute of USA & Canada, Russian Academy of Sciences

Todd Lefko ïPresident, International Business Development Council

Robert Legvold ï Professor, Columbia University

Edward Lozansky ï President, American University in Moscow

Sergei Markov - Director, Institute of Policy Studies

Daniel McAdams - Executive Director, Ron Paul Institute

Raymond McGovern - Co-Founder, Veteran Intelligence Professionals for Sanity

Sergei Mironov - Head of the ñJust Russiaò party

George Muradov - General Secretary, Russian Association for International Cooperation

William Murray - Chairman, Religious Freedom Coalition

Sergei Myasoedov - Vice-Rector, Presidential Academy of Economy

Igor Okunev - Vice-Dean, Moscow State University for International Relations (MGIMO)

Nicolai Petro ï Professor, University of Rhode Island, Fulbright Scholar in Ukraine

Alexis Rodzianko - President, US ï Russia Chamber of Commerce

Dana Rohrarbacher ï U.S. Congressman (R-CA)

Vladimir Rybachenkov ïSenior Fellow, Center for Arms Control Studies

Boris Shiriaev - Chair, Department of North American Studies,St. Petersburg State University

Martin Sieff - Chief Global Analyst and columnist for the Globalist and Post-Examiner

David Speedy - Director, U.S. Global Engagement Program, Carnegie Council for Ethics

Sergei Stepashin - President,Russian Association for International Cooperation, former Prime Minister of the Russian Federation

Michael Stopford - Former NATO Deputy Assistant Secretary General for Strategic Communications

Andrei Sushentsov - Professor, MGIMO

Curt Weldon - former U.S. Congressman

World Russia Forum



The book, Winter Olympics in the Sub-Tropics, examines corruption in regard to the Russian-staged  Winter Olympics. It 

reports that while Yakunin was building infrastructure for the games, ñéYakunin began building his own property in the 

village of Akulinino. On a parcel of 7 hectares, he put up apartments on a total of 7000 square meters, which included the 

owner's 3000 m2 home, a guest house of 1500 m2, a servants' quarters (for 30 people), a sauna of 1400 m2, a garage that 

could hold 15 cars, a 50-meter swimming pool, and a prayer room. According to the re- altors' appraisals, the value of the 

property is $75 million. Yakunin's confirmed income for 2007, according to the newspaper Vedomosti, was $1.5 million. 

Thus, Yakunin's legal income was clearly insufficient to build such a costly property and maintain it.ò
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Alexey Komov is the Russian representative of the World 

Congress of Families (WCF) and helps handle ñinternational 

relationsò for the Russian Orthodox Church. He declared that 

ñWall Street bankersò were among the ñinternational 

professional forces of evil,ò that had ñintroduced communismò 

and ñimposedò it on Russia. 



Whereas the Soviets used to run influence operations through fronts such as the World Peace Council, 

the Yakunin World Public Forum (WPF) represents a new form of manipulation, using both 

ñprogressivesò and ñconservativesò as dupes in Moscowôs new propaganda offensive. The 

conservatives go along mainly because the Russians are cleverly portraying themselves as ñfamily 

valuesò advocates and opponents of Islamic terrorism.

Speakers at the groupôs events have included Noam Chomsky, the Marxist academic, and Don Feder, a 

spokesman for the conservative World Congress of Families.
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In response to the report of Moscowôs role in the Green 

movement, the Russia Today (RT) propaganda channel ran an 

article by Caleb Maupin, identified as ña political analyst from 

New York City andéan activist with the International Action 

Center and Workers World Party.ò He asked, ñAre we to truly 

believe that opposition to it [fracking] is merely a Kremlin 

conspiracy?ò He warned that ñsuch remarksò were ñdangerousò 

and constituted ñMcCarthyism,ò a reference to the anti-

communist senator from Wisconsin. In fact, the Workers World 

Party (WWP) is a Marxist-Leninist political party, and the 

International Action Center is one of its front groups. The WWP 

runs a ñStop Frackingò campaign, with WWP organizer Betsey 

Piette proclaiming, ñStop fracking. Abolish capitalism. Build a 

workers world!ò

Interestingly, the group opposes any U.S. help for Ukraine, 

viewing with alarm the toppling of Lenin statues in the country. 

This yearôs event featured Phyllis Bennis of the Marxist Institute for Policy Studies and Sara 

Flounders of the Workers World Party. 
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Yakuninôs ñWorld Public Forum Dialogue of Civilizationsò featured the theme ñPreventing World War Through Global 

Solidarity. 100 Years On.ò It proclaimed, ñthe unfolding new Cold Warò may give rise to ñthe threat of a Third World War 

with truly global proportions.ò His conference partners include such groups as the the Council on Foreign Relations, the 

International Movement for a Just World, and the Iran and Eurasia Research Center. Putin adviser Aleksandr Dugin is 

the leader of the ñInternational Eurasia Movement,ò which includes a ñstrategic allianceò between Iran and Russia.
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The old communist network is still called upon to 

serve a useful purpose. Castroôs Cuba hosted the 

WPF ñDialogue of Civilizationsò international 

conference entitled ñLatin America in the 21st 

century: Universalism and Originality.ò The subject 

of this meeting was described as the ñprocess of 

civilizational self-determinationò in Latin America, 

a euphemism for communist regimes talking 

power throughout the hemisphere. Brazil is today 

regarded by Russia as its main liaison with what 

the Russians call the ñleft South American bloc,ò 

consisting of Venezuela, Bolivia, Ecuador, 

Nicaragua, and, of course, Cuba.
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The suspected KGB approach from 

Russian intelligence came while he was 

travelling in his year out between 

school and university. President 

Medvedev told Cameron he "would have 

been a very good KGB agent." 

The untold  story of Russiaôs capture of the British 

Conservative party
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Russian funding of the British Conservative 

Party. The UK Electoral Commission 

reports $1.5 million in donations from rich 

Russians to Conservative funds in 2013. 

Denis MacShane, the United Kingdom's 

Minister for Europe from 2002 to 2005, 

wrote about ñthe decade long love affair 

between the Conservative Party and 

Vladimir Putin.ò  He said: ñIt is a place 

where Russian money has bought political 

influence openly and crudely,ò and 

examines how money from Putinôs allies is 

flowing to the Conservative Party and 

Prime Minister David Cameron personally. 

The launch of the Conservative Friends of Russia (CFoR) Club was held in the grounds of the Russian 

Ambassadorôs residence in London. 24
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The Russians have been using the conservative Washington Times to spread 

propaganda in the nationôs capital. These are excerpts from some of their 

ñadvertising supplementsò in the paper. 

One Washington Times supplement 

featured the comments of pro-Russian 

Republican Rep. Dana Rohrabacher 

(CA), James Carden of the American 

Conservative magazine, and Professor 

Stephen Cohen. The thrust was that the 

U.S. is committing a major foreign policy 

blunder by supporting Ukraine against 

Russia. Carden attacked The Washington 

Post editorial page for supposedly 

favoring a ñhot warò with Russia.

The supplement also included the views 

of Ray McGovern, a former CIA analyst, 

who has stated his belief that the U.S. 

provoked Putin into invading Ukraine by 

recognizing the Ukrainian government 

that replaced Moscowôs puppet regime.



In the U.S., the Kremlin influences conservatives and libertarians such as 

Patrick J. Buchanan and Ron and Rand Paul.  
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In remarks made in 2013, former 

Moscow-funded television host and 

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange 

stated that he is a ñbig admirerò of the 

Republican senator from Kentucky. ñIn 

relation to Rand Paul: well, Iôm a big 

admirer of Ron Paul and Rand Paul 

for their very principled positions in 

the U.S. Congress on a number of 

issues,ò Assange said during an online 

forum. ñThey have been the strongest 

supporters with the fight against the 

U.S. attack on WikiLeaks and on me in 

the U.S. Congress.ò
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Edward Snowden contributed funds to Ron Paulôs 2012 

presidential campaign. 



Senator Paul said about 

Edward Snowden, ñOn 

deciding when you decide to 

become a civil disobedientð

weôve had famous ones in our 

career, but some of them only 

had to serve, like [Henry 

David] Thoreau only had to 

serve one day in jail, Martin 

Luther King served 30 days in 

jail.ò 

Rand Paul compares NSA leaker Edward  Snowden to Martin Luther 

King

Senator Paul: ñMr. Snowden 

told the truth in the name of 

privacy.ò  

29



RT: Sen. Paul said he thinks Snowden should return to the US to stand trial, and that a ñpenalty of a few years 

in prisonò would be sufficient punishment. ñDo I think that it's OK to leak secrets and give up national secrets 

and things that could endanger lives? I don't think that's OK,ò the senator said while appearing on ABCôs This 

Week news program. ñBut I think the courts are now saying that what he revealed was something the 

government was doing was illegal.ò

ñI think, really, in the end,ò Paul told ABC, ñhistoryôs going to judge that he revealed great abuses of our 

government and great abuses of our intelligence community.ò
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Andrew Napolitano, a Fox News 

personality, had proclaimed 

Snowden an ñAmerican heroò and 

said he ñunderstands that the 

government listening to half the 

country is not what was bargained 

for when statutes were enacted in 

the days and weeks after 9/11.ò

In fact, the NSA is not ñlistening to 

half the countryò but collecting 

telephone numbers and can only 

monitor the communications of an 

American linked to a foreign terrorist 

when it has probable cause and a 

court order. Napolitano, a Ron Paul 

supporter, has been a regular on the 

Alex Jones radio show, a forum for 

people who believe the Boston 

bombings and the 9/11 terrorist 

attacks were U.S. Government plots. 

Napolitano told Alex Jones that it's 

ñhard for me to believe thatò World 

Trade Center Building 7 ñcame down 

by itself.ò 

Sen. Rand Paul writes foreword to book by 

9/11 truther.  
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Rand Paul, like his father, has a close relationship with pro-Russian 

commentator and 9/11 truther Alex Jones. 



Ron Paul claims that Crimea has a right to leave Ukraine and join Russia, and that U.S. sanctions 

against the Russian regime are ñcriminal.ò On February 25, 2014, Senator Rand Paul  sounded like 

his isolationist father, saying to The Washington Post that he ñbelieves the United States should 

seek órespectfulô relations with Russia and avoid antagonizingò Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

Post reporter Robert Costa quoted Paul as saying, ñSome on our side are so stuck in the Cold 

War era that they want to tweak Russia all the time and I donôt think that is a good idea.ò 

Three days later, on February 28, the Senator changed his tone. His Senate website includes a 

February 28 statement on Ukraine saying the United States ñshould make it abundantly clear to 

Russia that we expect them to honor the December 1994 Budapest Memorandum, in which the 

U.S., Russia, and the United Kingdom reaffirmed their commitment óto respect the independence 

and sovereignty and the existing borders of Ukraine.ôò 

Paul had made no mention of the 1994 agreement when he made his remarks to the Post. 
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Russia Today, the Vladimir 

Putin channel, even ran 

Senator Rand Paulôs anti-

NSA statement. This is a 

screen capture from RT of 

his video:

Rand Paul actually sat down with an RT 

ñjournalistò for an interview. 
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Like father, like son? Under the ñSustainable Defense Task Forceò plan advanced by the so-

called ñodd coupleò of Reps. Ron Paul (R-Tx.) and Barney Frank (D-Ma.) in 2010, the U.S. 

Navy would be cut to 230 combat ships (from a planned number of 313). Under President 

Reagan, the U.S. had come close to achieving a 600-ship Navy.

Other proposals include:

Å Reduce the U.S. nuclear arsenal.

Å Slash spending on missile defense and space.

Å Retire two Navy aircraft carriers and two naval air wings.

Å Reduce F-35 fighter procurement by 220 aircraft.

Å Cancel or delay the Joint Strike Fighter.

Å End procurement of the MV-22 Osprey.

Rep. Frank, one of the most left-wing members of Congress, created the ñSustainable 

Defense Task Forceò that came up with the cuts and worked in cooperation with Reps. Paul, 

Walter Jones (R-N.C.), and Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.). Their plan is designed to serve as a 

model for Obamaôs proposed cuts.

The ñleft-right coalitionò making up the membership of the group included people from the 

Center for American Progress and the Cato Institute, both of them funded by George Soros.  

Another member came from the pro-Marxist Institute for Policy Studies.
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conduit for Russian influence
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Dr. Scheuer  is a former CIA intelligence officer and Chief of the Bin Laden Unit. He is currently an adjunct professor at Georgetown Univ ersity's Center for Peace 

and Security Studies.

Butler Shaffer 
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Former CIA officer Michael Scheuer supports Ron Paul



McAdams: The Internet is the most 

fruitful source of varied opinions, but 

some cable channels provide 

alternatives to the propagandizing it 

has long been the purpose of the 

mainstream media to provide. Al 

Jazeera is one such choice, as is 

ñDemocracy Now,ò or what has 

become my favorite news channel, 

RT (or Russia Today).

39



40

The Russians influence ñprogressivesò as well, such as former Rep. and Fox News 

contributor Dennis Kucinich  

From Trevor Loudonôs Enemies Within book.
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Thomas Hartmann, a 

ñprogressiveò commentator, 

has a show on RT and is 

paid by Moscow. 

Katrina vanden Heuvel of The Nation and Stephen F. Cohen 

interviewing Edward Snowden in Moscow.



In an article on his congressional 

website, Rep. Rohrabacher basically 

advocates abandoning Ukraine 

while making a deal to get Moscowôs 

help to defeat Islamic terrorism. ñWe 

must let Ukraine rest, its leaders 

sorting out its destiny with Moscow, 

while we find common but limited 

cause with Putin,ò he says.
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